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ORPHAN ASYLUM, &c, ALEXANDRIA—REPORT.

-Refem{ed‘io the Cpmli‘l:ittce" fon the District of Columbia.
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First :./i';_mual Report of the Orphan uﬁ'sylum‘ and Female Free School
: ; . of Alexandria,

With emotions of unmingled gratitude to the Giyer of ¢ every,good and
perfect gift,”” the board of managers of the Orphan Asylum and Female
Free School Society of Alexandria, present to their patrons and friends the
first annual report of their proceedings. = . :

‘When entering on the discharge of their official duties, they were well
aware, bath of the importance of the object to which their attention was to
be directed, and the high responsibilities.which, in the pursuit of this object,
they must necessarily incur, the charity whose general well-being and par-
ticular details were committed 'to them, so far as they were concerned, was
entirely new. And, however well understood as it respected its main design
and purpose, as a whole, and in its particular relation to the town in which
we live, it could only be regarded in the light of a bold, though greatly im-
portant experiment, Public feeling had been aroused; general sympathy.
powerfully enlisted; anticipations of more than ordinary richness awaken-
ed; and a variety of circumstances growing out of a previous agitation of

* the subjeet, had all served not only to convince them of the difficult nature
of the work to which they would be called, but equally of the obligations
devolving on them, both for the exercise of untiring diligence, and the ex-
hibition of the most exact and scrupulous economy. _

But while, on the one hand, there was much in the prospect caleulated to
induce timidity and apprehension, and a shrinking from responsibility,
there were, on the other, a variety of incentives powerfully stimulating to
take courage and go forward. The object was Godlike, and to a benevo,
lent mind, generally exciting in itself: and they could not help feeling,
that, in a eause so high and so holy,p ded they were honest and diligent,
and faithful to the extent of their abilities, there would be something like a
sacredness diffused around their efforts, even though terminating in ultimate
failure, And should these elforts bo prospered, and the mstitution, for
whouo bonifigent purpotes thay were put in_requigition, be g0 conducted
i Lo, P in sufoty and sucooss through the probation of a year, they would
bo eheored with the delightful anticipations both of its future atahility, and
ity progressively inereasing usefulness.
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With these views, and feelings growing out of them, your board, in ac-
cordance with the wishes of those by whom they had been appointed, felt
themselves called upon to act. And though they dare not say that, in the
novel relations in which they have been placed, and ami_‘ci:l‘fthe__v_arious and
multiform duties which, have come before them, they have never erred in
judgment; yet they can testify, that, their aims have been right, and, so fz&r
as they could ascertain the best means, they haye endeavored, with simpli-
city of purpose, to secure the highest interests of the institution. committed
to their charge. To what extent they, haye succeeded in realizing the ex-
pectations of their patrons and friends, the succeeding detail of their mea-
sures, and thejr doings, will assist in determining. ~As.none of the objects
contemplated by the constitution could .be earried into effect without an
amount of pecuniary resources far greater, than any, that was. available at
the period of its adoption, their first efforts, after the organization of the, so-
ciety, as might have been supposed, were naturally dirvected towards the
attginment of this important and indispensable prerequisite. _And having,
ata day, as early as the circumstances of the case would permit_,_throu_gh the
medium of committees appointed for that purpose, made a personal appli-
cation to the citizens of the town in general, it gives them sincere pleasure
to state. that their solicitations on this behalf were accompanied, with tl}e
most gratifying success.. Almost wherever they went in discharge of this
unpleasant duty, a generous and discerning public seemed to meet them
with sympathies awakened towards the object of their exertions, coinci-
dent. with their own; and bestowing their _bei;éfagtiong;ilj_-,@hat::spi_rit of en-
larged liberality by which they, have so uniformerly. been characterized.
The interesting problem, so frequently agitated, whether an Orphan Asylum,
so much needed in this town, could be sustained by its citizens, was happily
resolved in a space of time little longer. than that which had been con-
sumed in its discussion. Thus showing to a demonstration that, where the
eharity is important, and its claims obvious, a disposition to faulter, on the
part of those who are called to act, is manifestly wrong: and ought to be
attributed to a reprehensible shrinking from wnwelcome duty, far more
than to any palpable reluctance on the part of an enlightened public. to en-
courage and sustain them in  it. i R P G N
Having surmounted this most appaling difficulty which interposed itself
on the very threshold of the work,, that which remained, though perplex-
ing, and requiring the exercise of no small amount both of patience and per-
severance, was nevertheless comparatively easy. The number of orphans
requiring the aid of such an asylum, and willing to receive it on the terms
specified in the constitution, was soon ascertained, and the various prelimi-
nary steps taken to have them secured to the board during the term of
years, which, in such cases, had been prescribed. | A house, as commadious
as could be found fpr the purpose, at the time, wag also secured; and, by the
gratuitous assistance of some of the other female associations in town, ample
accommodations were speedily provided for the convenienee and support of
as many beneficiaries as the resources of the institution would permit them
to receive,  Un, the 2d day of April, avery, previous arrangement having
begn made, and a Matron ]Jrucliwtl o proside oyer the household, the en-
tiro ostablishmaent was put iy eporation; and singe then, with fow Ineldonts
worthy of remark, it has hean moving forward on the ¢ full tide of gucooss-
ful axporimpnt.”’ .
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It is proper, however, to state, and the public ought to know, that the
board have heen unwearied in iheir endeavors to render the institution
what it was'designed to be-~a’ public blessing; a school of christian no-
rals; of propriety of dépb}‘fhﬁ‘fz s ‘and of, fixed habits of vseful indus-
¢ry. And in order that the’expeetations of a génerous public, in relation to
these important particulars, 'might not'be " disappointed, they have made it
their weekly duty, through the medium ! of their standing committees; to.
keep the whole establishment under constant supérvision; not only making
all suitable provision for the support, the health, and comfort; of its inmates,
but encouraging and“assisting the labors  of  the' Matton, by counsel and ad-
vice; and, by every suitable'incentive, to lead along the objects ‘of her’in!
mediate charge to that happy and delightful development’ of ‘moral’charac:
ter, which should both meet the wishes and crown the'hopés of all who ire
enlisted in its benevolent operations.: “What' miy he the final result of these
steadily appli‘ecli 'eie;ftibﬁé, ‘can only’be’determined ‘By 'the lapse of time.
But so far as appearances can’ be relied upon as a ground of ‘hope, the board
can testify with much confidence, 'that, from 'théir presént indications, there
is every thing to éfuédﬁi‘:%t\’:f"'z'x'nd'tl}‘?‘-fde'velopment of every successive week
have only served to lﬂeéj\ieﬁ their, convictions, ‘{hat the same amount of mox
ral culiure being contin or the futire, the ‘seed which 'has been sowh;
and is now so rich in promi -Will‘ﬁs;!i'(‘)li‘sp[‘iﬁgilp, and bring forth a cheer-
ing and abundant harvest.. 'ffhpnumber of orphuns’ who are thus training
up, and whose every prospect, both in'this life ‘and that which is te come,
is so delightfully diﬁg ent from what it once was, is now thirteen. - Much
smaller, indeed, than in 'mqgg;‘respei:ts--could ‘have been ‘wished; and yet
quite large enough for'the commencement of such an institution; and fully

feird

equal to the available meaiis which have been provided ‘in’ order to their

suppiort. It was the earnest desire of the board at'first, and that desive is
far from having lost any ‘of its intensencss during the year, that measores

‘might be devised, and means secured, to ‘receive, under the fostering care

and kindly” influences of this sociéty, all the children in similar ecircunt-
stances of bereavement and misfortune within the chartered hmits of the
town. " Nor should they feel satisfied that their duty was discharged, did
they not urge it upon  their patrons‘and friends to combineand increase
their efforts towards hastening a ¢¢ consummation so'devoutly to be wished.”

. An asylum ought to be'procured whose location would'beé permanent,

which weuld be the property ‘of the socicty, and in'which, accommodations
being provided for all who might apply, the operatiol¥of the board might
be conducted with more convenience, and the benificence of the: institution
more 'extensively diffused.” ‘And they cannot repress the hope that, ere
the close of another year, the providence of God will have opened the way,
through some Kindly’ intervention, te' the entire accomplishment of this
greatly needed addition to their ¢harity. ’ ! { vl ey
The expenditures in (his department of their Jabors, duriog something

‘I‘t‘niirc than three quarters of [thn',yuu; which have elapsed ‘since its eative

organization, amount to the §um n.l\"ﬂix handved and fortysnine dollacs thie-
ty=ning cents, - Doduet fram thig, 'bwo hiindved dollaey for the 'rent of the

t;lnnf.-l'mﬂltlmri- will be Luft ehivty -Lour dollies
i Ay soven conts nently, Wy (e aXpanie Tndurvod for (6 hatptdindee ol
ol one ol the orphnt ohildvon,  Thin s, howhver, ineliden th ninai
whiloh Tiws Beon appropieitod for providing the wholo u"nng'l‘)lill\‘mimt With'pll
tho nooewsary artislon of fupnituro; and whieh botog, subteheted Lo the
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for the efforts and the management of those who are eng#ged in t'h'eif’“'i"n‘strﬁﬁ'wf -

above caleulation, and the expenses of the eleven weeks which have yet to X nd th _ )
tion; ‘and.the proficiency which they. have ‘made, is a demonistrative proof:

vun before the completion of the entire year’s heing taken into the account,

will make the per annum support of each orphan not to exceed the amount .

comprised in the preceding statement, i. e. ‘thirty-four dollars and fifty
seven cents, or about sixty-six cents and a half per week. Perfect accuracy,
indeed, is not here attempted; yet it is believed to be substantially correct,
and that the caleulation may be relied ‘on as data in all general estimates of
the future. And it shows, at a single glance, what a vast, though unknown
amount of good may possibly be effected, and what a multitude of distress-
ing evils, both natural and moral, may easily be averted by a judicious and
economical application of a very small'amount of means. . These children
of wretchedness, of poverty, and bereavement, are now reposing amid the
blessings of abundance, and the comforts of a home, training up to useful
industry, under the fostering care of christian principle and, christian exam-
ple; and separated from that atmosphere of moral pestilence, amidst the
contaminating and baleful influences of which, such victims of early misfor-:
tune are not unfrequently reared from the very cradle. The prospect is, that
instead of rising to maturity but to multiply iniquity and perpetuate con-
tagion, they will grow up to usefulness, to personal respectability, and to a
dignified standing in the ranks of the. community. ' And with an ohject so
rich in promise as this, who would not be willing to E:lal_im".?”yg}*ho' would
shrink even from momentary privation and personal sacrifices? “and who
would not pray ¢ Lord bless, and prosper the efforts of the Orphat Asylum!”?
But there is another department to which the labors of you d ha
been directed; and which, on such an oceasion 'as the present,
overlooked. It is the Female Free School which, in the con

your sociely, has been, we: trust, indissolubly connected with the Orpﬁah‘ '

Asylum.  The operations of this part of your establishment were commen-

ced on the 12ih day of last March, nearly a month earlier than those of the-

Asylum; and with no intermissions other than such as are sanctioned by the
standing rules, its blessings have been diffusing, and its sanatory influences
going out, from that period to the present time. ' Over the general interests
of this, the supervision of your board has been as frequently’ directed, and
as closely applied, as in the case of the other; and they have ample reason

to anticipate, from its coatinuance, a like happy result. . The number of

females here enrolled, and in a greater or less degree participating in the
lessons of ordinary instructien, is 150; though not more than half of that
number ecan be cal®ated on as the average amount of learners during the
suceessive days of the week. That this is an evil, an evil of no small mag-
nitude, is on all hands admitted; and any measure that could be adopted,
affording the promise of its speedy removal, would be both welcomed by
the teachers, and hailed as a boon of ‘no ordinary richness by all the'mana-
gers of the institution.  But from the experiments which have been made,
the information communicated in velation to other schools of ‘a ‘similar con-
striction, and the well known inaptitude in the minds of parents \who are
themstlves ignorant ag well as destitute, 1o approciate the favorof gratuitous
instraction, they haye heon driven to the conclusion, that the evil is reme-
ditesst and thiat, i those who are énlisted in such banificont opgfations, have
not tho abitity o adeomplish all the good they would, thoy must ho con-
tont i the eanvietion that they are achioving ol they san. - And yet, so-
vonty-five learnors, the average numbor of avdinary attendanty, and com-
posed too of sueh a rude and unformed muw of aterials, I quite suflieient

oard have

that neither management nor instruction has been wanting ‘or misapplied.
Indeed, so far as your. board ‘have 'been able to perceive, from the ivarious
examinations to which they have been called, and from 'the opinions of: -
othersiwho .have been co-examiners: with them, they have reason to conclude -
that _th.e progress of the scholars has been, in a very gratifying degree, com- -
me_ndgble;_ ant_l_ithat ‘the: exhibition which they make, reflects no small
amount of credit upon the skill, the assiduity, and the zeal of those who haye
been _charged.w_;th the business of their instruction.. | The fuhds which have
bpgu:\g}:pendeq.lp Support of this establishment, are two hundred and twenty-
eight'dollars eighty-eight cents,  This ineludes the entire cost, comprehend-
ing the asal_aljyf ‘0:1_' the teachers, the rent of the room; and the necessary a[fpa_
ra‘t‘us,ol" bqgks.,::&c. s for the use of the children: = And this, with the addition
of what may still;be required for:the completion of the year, will' probably
amount to the ‘full sum' of jabout " three hundred’ dollars;’ n;‘a'king- ‘the per
quanter expense for jeach pupil; supposing  the number one' hundred and
ﬁfty,,; to be-‘re(:el,v:mg instruetion, and:the amount for booksdeducted, not to
exceed forty-five cents, | And yet, small as this'may appear; and in trith is; /"
th?iy entertain the hope that the next year it will be reduced still' lowers
?I?heth!ls i, S.?lmes degree, relieve the society from the burden now upon -itf
T Y;f:;:i“f fawalre, however, that, even at this reduced price, and with-
libe fa it PAeL fh" # reduction ‘still igreater, - that without 'the ‘same’ generous'
ke ¥y on the part. of the pt}bl:c, ‘or a considerable benefaction from somé
other source, it will be exceeding difficult, if not utterly impossible, to cons
'I'-Jl!me its.operations beyond the close -of the present’ quarter. ‘' And 'as the’
tO?_Fd'.QQIHSId_QI‘_;lt.B. perpetuity as interlinked with the destinies of a very in-
teresting; though impoverished portion' of their own sex, who, without the:
instruetions which are here imparted; would be left to advance both in'igno-
rance and crime, they nost earnestly reecommend, and even entreat that it
never 4b¢.e,-‘ _aha_n_doqed, Just.so long as any lawful means are yet untried, in
?rde(xj‘: to its, continuance. « ‘That means will ‘be wanting, ‘and the darhatids
E}I‘Jee' ¥y will be'readily perceived by a simple abstract of the réport of your
- l‘.eas.llm;r. {’mgordmg‘to this, the' moneys which have been received from
2nqua::subscrll)llops, from life members, and donations, amount in the whole
0 two thousand ‘five hundred and thirty-four dollars eighty-tivo cents. ' Of -
this ;u{;_l'l, six hundred and forty-nine dollars thirty-nine cents have been ex-
SS?DOEI ; on the agy]um; two. hundred and’ tWeutj-’eighf dollars ‘on the’
ot h,_ds stated ahove; and sixteen hundred, a considerable proportion of
vhich is from life members, has been safely loaned out, at an interest of six
Per cent., for the benefit of the society. Regarding this last as a.permanent
Investment, and it is the earnest: wish of the board that it should be so re-
garded, and m'alkmg the other deductions named, and there will be still left
in }I:e hands of your Treasurer, to commence the operations of the coming
year, an unexpended balance of fiftyssix dollars and fifty-five cents; or a
balanee in the whole, in favor of your society, of $1,656 55, ' It m’uy be
proper (o state further in this connexion, that the annual subseriptizng are
due from this day; and that these, which will no doubt he |r':ritl unil.‘l‘mllh'et'
demand, or the largost proportion of them, amount to the sum of five hin-
drad and forty-cight dollars and ninety epnts, Regarding oven the whole
ol thig o pai o and the demand on the Traasury dnring lhn'cmning yoar the
sima s that of the one that haw passed, there will still be, the permanent fund



6 ; [ Doc. No, 65. ]

being, left untouched, a deficiency. to be supplied of two hundred and seven-
ty-one dollars seventy cight cents,. And to close the entire concern. in
relation to the pecuniary interests of the institution, the board would simply
state in addition, that there are twenty four life members, all of whom have
paid the prescribed amount of thirty dollars cash. Such then are the past
transactions, and such the present condition of your society. = What has
been achieved during the year that has closed, is now before you. . That as
much has been. effected toward the accomplishment of its benificent aims as
might have been, from the means that were previded, your board dare not
testify. . Nor would they affirm with confidence that the wisest measures
have been resorted to in the accomplishment of what they have. That to
which they do pretend, and they should be grieved if it were not awarded
to shem, is the humble credit of  doing the best they could with their abili-
ties and knowledge. - In the perpetuity and general well being of the noble
charity committed to their charge, they haye felt a deep, an abiding, and a
constantly growing interest..  Their emotions were Joyous .on its.first in.
ception; they have regarded it with similar emotions in all its subsequent
developments; and they shall never cease to rejoice in it, just so long as
they, shall be blest with the privilege even of wilnessing its existence, or of
watching the progress of its kindly operations. . That it is fully adequate to
all the purposes which it were originally contemplated by its benevolent
founders, they have not a single doubt, = And they do honestly helieve that,
unless heartlessly conducted, or. ruthlessly abandoned, the God of the or-
phan, and the father of the fatherless, will enrich it with his smiles, and
multiply its benefactions as well as its benefactors. All that they desire is,
and it is their most earnest prayer to that infinite Being whose delight is in
offices of mercy and love, that neither of its departments be dispaired of nor
abandoned.  The same public wha raised.the establishment are still around
us.. They are not so satiated with the delightful consciousness of doing
good, as fo wish to do so no more; nor have their generous sympathies
ceased to flow in the channels which are opened for christian liberality.
Let the appeal but be made in the spirit of the Gospel, and the channe!s will
again fill, and the result must be happy. The year of probation has passeck
safely away; and, without the dereliction of manifest duty, the institution
may long live to perpetuate its charities to succeeding generations.

With these remarks, imploring on its interests the benediction of Hea-
ven, your hoard of managers doth terminate their labors, and. vetire from
the discharge of their official ebligationg.

January 14, 1833,
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