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Wrotestant Ovphan Asplumy Society.

Dueivg the afflicting pestilence with which the City of Mobile was
visited in the summer of 1839, many cases of orphan suffering were
brought to the knowledge of a few ladies, whose attention was at that time
directed to the alleviation of the general distress. In the month of De-
cember, when the “Chastening Hand” was stayed, and many hearts were
offering grateful thanks to the Supreme Disposer of Events, that their
own nearest and dearest were spared to them, the relief of those, to whom
the dispensation had brought, not only suffering, but destitution, and all
the perils that orphan innocence must encounter, seemed not only an ap-

.prnpriate expression of gratitude, but absolutely a claim of common hu-
manity. The Catholic Society for the Benefit of Orphans had nobly an-
swered to its name; its resources had been exerted to the utmost—its
Asylum was filled to overflowing—yet many children remained, depend-
ing for their daily support upon the charity of individuals, It was, there-
fore, deemed expedient upon the second day of December, 1839, to call
a meeting of Ladies friendly to the institution of a Protestant Asylum for
Orphan Children.  The call was responded to by a large number of per-
sons; a society, to be called the “Protestant Orphan Asylum Society ”
of Mobile, was formed—a Constitution for its government adopted—a
Board of Officers and Managers elected, and the Society, with only thir-
ty-five dollars paid in, immediately adopted seventeen children, in the full
confidence that the “Father of the Fatherless” would not suffer the un-
dertaking to perish for want of means, Nor was this hope disappoint-
ed.—Donations were received, subscriptions multiplied :—the Legislature
of the State, in compliance with a petition presented on behalf of the So.
ciety, granted an act of Incorporation, and an allowance of five dollars
per month for each child received under its protection.  Finally, on ar-

'ri\'ing at the first anniversary of its institution, the Society, it is hoped,
may be considered to be established upon a permanent foundation,—and
in its appeal to the continued liberality of the public, has an undoubting
assurance of the responsive sympathy of almost every heart.
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Ir Lolng fhond in tlu‘ﬁrnl. year that the Constitution originally adopted
for the government of the Society, was in some respeéts iﬁdeﬁnite and in
othora inaddéguate to the wants of the Society ; a_committee was appoint-
ed to make such improvements and additions to its provisions ﬂgptheir
oxperience had seemed to render necessary.  The following corrected
Constitution was therefore submitted at the General Meeting, December
2, 1840, and unanimously adopted for the future regulé&iun of the

Society.
CONSTITUTION.
ARTICLE I
This Society shall be called a Protestant Orphan Asylum Society.
ARTICLE II.

The direction of the affairs of this Society shall be vested in a First and
Second Directress, a Secretary, a Treasurer, and a Board of Managers.

ARTICLE IIL
The various officers of this Society shall be elected by ballot in regular
annual rotation from each of the religious denominations associated for

its support.
ARTICLE V.

There shall be two regular meetings of the Society; one on the first -

Monday in December, and the other on the first Monday in May.
ARTICLE V,

It shall be the duty of the First Directress to eside at all meeti
both of the Society and Managers; preserve nrdg:, state quistigf);mfgos;
d:sc!.:ssion, and declare the decision,—in all divisions she shall have the
casting vote. Wit the advice of the Board, she shall call special meet-
ings of the Society, and shall take an active superintendence of its general
welfare. In her absence these duties devolve upou the Second Directress
in the absence of both from any meeting from the Society or Board, a
Directress shall be chosen from that meeting, ;

ARTICLE VI,
~ It shall be the duty of the Secretary to keep a register of the names of

the Subscribers and Donors, to the institution, to collect the dues and pay
them into the hands of the Treasurer. She shall notify the mee:il:gsP?f
the Society, record their proceedings, and render at every stated meeting
a regular account of cash received by her and paid to the Treasurer, and
of monies still due. : s 3
ARTICLE VIL .

It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to take charge of the monies col.

lected for the Society, make all its disbursements, attend the meetings of *

the Managers, and examine their expenditures.  She shall also investigate
the accounts and expenses rendered by the Superintendent of the Asylum
and exhibit to the Society at every annual meeting an account of its funds.
and of her receipts and paynients, !

-

" By .
ARTICLE VIIL.

The Managers shall meet once a month at the Asylum to deliberate on
ineasures to promote the welfare of the institution.” The Second Direc-
tress, Treasurer and Secretary shall have a seat at their Board, and a vote
in their decisions. Four of the Managers shall be competent to transact
business: Provided the Board be notified of the meeting. It shall be the
duty of the Board to provide a house fit for an Asylum—to procure #
Superintendent, and to form such rules, by-laws, and arrangements, from
time to time, as shall appear in their judgment necessary for the prosper-
ity, usefulness and character of the institution. Besides the monthly
meetings of the Board, the Managers shall, in rotation, visit the Asylum
weekly, to inspect the situation and to examine the progress of the Or-
phans in their education, as well as to observe the general conduct of the
family,

ARTICLE IX. . ;

All Orphans in the City of Mobile and its vicinity, under the age of
ten years, may be received at the Asylum, under such rules and regula-
tions as may be adopted by the Board of Managers.

ARTICLE X,

The Superintendent must be a person of pious character, suitable age,
and capable of teaching the requisite branches of education. She shall
engage to be faithful, tender, and unremitting in the care of the Orphans
committed to her charge; and also to follow the directions and obey the
regulations enjoined upon her by the Managers. She must likewise ren-
der to the Treasurer an accurate account of the expenditures at the Asy-

lum.
ARTICLE XI.

The Orphans shall be educated, fed and clothed at the expense of the
Society,—and at the Asylum. They must have religious instruction,
moral examples, and habits of industry inculcated on their minds. As
soon as the age and acquirements of Orphans shall, in the judgment of the
Managers, render them capable of earning their own living, they must be
bound out to some reputable persons or families, for such object and in
such a manner as the Board shall approve.

ARTICLE XII.
Every member of the Society shall pay to the Treasurer annually the

sum of three dollars; and each member shall be entitled to attend the
general meetings of the Society and vote for officers,

ARTICLE XIIL

The Officers and Managers first elected shall continue in office until the
first Tuesday in December, at which time, and at the same time in each
.and every year thereafter, an election shall he held by ballot for such

officers.
ARTICLE XIV.

The funds of this Society arise from the annual subscriptions and
donations from ladies and gentlemen—their spermanent funds shall be in
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tho eharition of its follow citizens,  Liberal subseriptions and donations
will, it in true, bo wanting for the support of its destitute innocents 3 but,
trusting in Him who is the “Orphan’s help,” and pleading with the
benevolent of Mobile, they cannot plead in vain.

ARTICLE XV.

This Constitution may hereafter be altered and amended, as the ex
perience of the Society or the future circumstances of the institution may
render advisable, .

December Tih, 1840,

-ACT OF INCORPORATION.

Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
State of Alabama in General- Assembly convened: That the members of
said Society, Ladies of the City of Mobile, and such persons as they may
hereafter associate with them, be, and are hereby constituted a corpora-
tion, under the name and style of the *Protestant Orphan Asylum
Society,” and by that name may hold real and personal estate, make
contracts, and establish such a Constitution and by-laws for their govern-

" ment as is consistent with the terms of this act, and the Constitution and
laws of this State. 2

- - .

Skc. 2. -And be it further enacted, That the management of the affiirs
of said Society, until the first Monday of Dezember next, shall be vested
in the officers of said society who have heretofore been elected under the
regulations of the said society, and on that day, or such other day as the
said corporation shall appoint, in cach year, their successors shall be
chosen, and that no officer shall be ecligible to re-election, but all officers
shall be chosen from the members.of the said society by ballot, in regular
rotation from each of the religious denominations associated for its foun-
dation and support.

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That the said society may receive
under its charge and direction those Legitimate Orphans in the City of
Mobile, and its vieinity, who are poor and destitute, under the age of ten
years; and that for all such children as may come under its charge and
control, the said society may apply to the Court of Commissioners of
Roads and Revenue of said County, for such an allowance as the existine
laws provide for in favor of such orphans, and it shall be the duty of the
said Court to grant the same,

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the said society shall make
two reports in each year to the said Court of the condition of its affairs
and of the orphans under its charge—of the amount of its receipts of
monies and of its disbursements; and that the Chancellor of the Division
shall be a visitor of the said institute: Provided, the said allowance shall
not exceed the sum of five dellars per month for each child.

L5 ]
OFFICERS CHOSEN FOR FIRST YEAR.
President—Mrs. L. W. Stickney.
«  Viece President—Murs. D. Gascoigne,

Secretary—Mrs. 8. G. Chandler.
Treasurer—Mrs. A. E. Campbell.

Maracers.
Mrs. M. Alderson, © Mrs. E. Heard,
Mrs. 8. T. Martin, s Mrs. L. Lyon,
Mrs. E. Hamilton, Mrs. S. Smith,
Mrs. C. Ketchum, Mrs. Stringer.

SE'CRE'I,‘ARY’S REPORT.

The Officers and Managers of the Protestant Orphan Asylum Society,
at the close of the first year of their labors, present to the consideration
of the community their second semi-annual Report of the condition and
prospects of the Society. The Society was organized on the 2d of De-
cember, 1839, and immediately went into operation, as encouraging to
the liberality of the cormunity as they were auspicious to the suecess of
their benevolent enterprise,  During the year the Society has had at
different times under its superintendence and control twenty-seven Or-
phans; and it now has under its special direction, six boys and four girls,
whose ages vary from two to six years.  Of this number fourteen have
either been adopted by families, whose circumstances and situation in life
authorize the belief that a judicious arrangement has been made for their
interest, or been withdrawn from the Society for limited periods by in-
dividuals, who, in addition to furnishing them with the comforts of life,
afford them the advantages of such instruction in trade and occupations
as will qualify them for future nsefulness and respectability.  The chil-
dren have generally enjoyed good health, and of the whole number, under
the direction of the Society, three only have died.  Early in the mongh
of August, the Managers of the Society deemed it expedient (owing to
the anticipated unhealthiness of the season, and the unfavorable location
of the place then occupied by them) to remove the children to the New
Asylum in Summerville.  They have repaired the building, and made
such improvements and additions to the Asylum, as to render it at once
a safe retreat from the vices, temptations, and apprehended sickness of
the city, and a comfortable and suitable residence for the interesting
objects of its care.  Attention is paid to the moral and intellectual im-
provement of the children; they are promising in appearance, happy in
disposition, contented with their situation, and in every respect deserving
of the warmest sympathies of the public. , Without the liberal assistance
of the community, and benificent action of the Society, all of them would
have been thrown upon the cold charity of the world, and many, in all
probability, would have added to the misery of orphanage the formation
of bad habits, and the guilt of some degrading erime. It is hoped and
believed that, through the instrumentality of the Society, the:blessings of
a futher’s labors and a mother’s attention have been measurably supplied,
and that in a coming day the labors and extrtions of the humane, and the
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# 4 Episcopal Society for the Promotion of Christianity,” 12 Testaments,
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a friend, through Miss Tracy. v
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‘ AN ACT
To amend the Charter of “Trr Protestait Orprax Asyron Sociery,”
. located at Mobile.

See. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the

State of Alabama in General Agsembly convened : That it shall be lawful

for said Society to receive under its charge any poor and destitute chil.

dren under the age of fourteen years, whether they be Orphans._or not,

and to keep, control, and bring up such children, under such rules and

 regulations as may be adopted from time to time, under the first section

. of the Act, to which this is an amendment: Provided, that if either

parent is living, said “Bociety ” shall, before receiving any such child,

have first obtained the written consent of the father, if living, or of the
mother, if the father is dead, ‘

SEc. 2. Be it further enacted, That said “Society” is hereby authorized
to apply to the Judge of Probate of Mobile County to have any child, so
under its charge, bound out and a prenticed, to such suitable person or
persons as shall be selected. or the purpdse of making this right
effectual, sub-division eight of section 670, and sections 1215, 1216, 1217
and 1218 of the Codg are hereby made applicable in the premises.

“8ec. 3. Be il further enacted, That said “Society ” shall be authorized

- o receive any devise, legacy, or bequest which may have been made

heretofore, or which hereafter may be made, and provide for its invest-

“ment, or other appropriation, in such manner as may be deemed best for
the advancement of the charitable purpose of said “Society.”

- Approved December 12th, 1857, A. B. MOORE.

—_—

OFFICE oF SECRETARY oF StATE,
Montgomery, Alabama.

I, Jaues H. Weaver, Secretary of State of the State of Alabama, do
hereby certify that the foregoing is a true, correct and perfect copy of
- an Act entitled, “an Act to amend the Charter of the Protestant Orphan -
©  Asylum Society, located at Mobile,” approved December 12th, 1857 ;

which copy is taken from the enrolled bill now on file in my office,

+ + Grvex under my hand, and the great Seal of State affixed at Mont-
gomery, this 14th day of December, A, D., 1857, and of
American Independance the 82d year. .

. . J. H. WEAVER,

Sect’y of State,

s
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