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CEO HEFCE 2014 

“If you were going to be an 
outstanding researcher 
Megan, you would have 
done it by now” 

Madeline Atkins 1999 
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Refreshing the curriculum context 

• Across the UK curricula have been updated in response to 
GMC revisions of Tomorrow's Doctors, but have they kept 
pace with the changing educational and healthcare 
environment? Students today have unprecedented access to 
online information, education and social interaction: new 
dimensions are being explored for education and training.  

• Authentic patient experiences and holistic student support 
(while reducing administration) is essential to enhancing 
student success while modernising approaches taken to 
teaching. This talk aims to lightly challenge and stimulate local 
responses to new contexts.   
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Refreshing the curriculum context 

• Tomorrow’s Doctors first 
published in 1993 (now 2009) 

• Emphasis on outcomes  

• Major curriculum redesign 
across the sector ~2000 

• Reduction in basic science 
teaching 

• Increased patient contact/early 
experience 

• Student selected options 

• Increased focus on varied 
pedagogy  

• Revised assessment 

 

 

TD image ©GMC all rights reserved (go on, let them sue me) 
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Refreshing the curriculum context 

‘Clever timetabling’ 

 

Quote: Reg Jordan, Newcastle University, a long time ago 

Pedagogical concepts 

• Lectures  
– Synchronous 

– Transmission of knowledge from sage to learner 

– Promotes rote learning and knowledge recall 

• Cases/problem based learning  
– Group work around a trigger problem 

– Based on theories of a ‘conversational framework’ 
for learning  (Laurillard 1993, 2002) 

• Clinical experience, skills, professionalism 
– Community, primary, secondary and tertiary care 

• Self-study 
– Student selected components, research and inquiry 
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©University of Warwick all rights reserved (used with permission) 

©Department of Health, all rights reserved. Image of Mr Francis used with consent, slides in background used with 
permission. Implicit consent of the patient families.  
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• “Imagine a world in which every single person 
is given free access to the sum of all human 
knowledge.” Downes, S. (2006) Models for 
Sustainable Open Educational Resources, 
National Research Council Canada, 
http://www.oecd.org/edu/ceri/36781698.pdf 

 

Sugata Mitra image: ©Newcastle University. Used with consent. 

Disruptive technology 

• Academic papers – open publishing: results 

of publicly funded research ‘free at the point of use’ 

• Open access to publicly funded research 
data 

• Open educational resources (OER) 

• MOOCs and open courses 

• International collaborations  
– OpenCourseWare, EdX, Coursera, Udacity, 

OERu, FutureLearn, etc. 

– OER programme in the UK 

• Social networking 
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Jack Andraka 

©National Geographic, http://newswatch.nationalgeographic.com/2013/04/10/teen-genius-develops-cancer-test/ 

Dynamic learning maps 
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Image created using Wordle; designs, etc. all theirs. Online at http://www.wordle.net/   

Social media (many-to-many) 

Elsevier content 

• veterinary - small 

enough market sector 

to test approaches 

• social media 

interfaces 

 

 

 
• original image: 

©2009 Mosby/Elsevier (all rights 

reserved, used with permission) 

To purchase: http://amzn.to/I5jH2t  
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Outputs from Student App Development Day 

Photographs ©2012 Newcastle University Megan Quentin-Baxter cc:by 

Photographs ©2012 Newcastle University Megan Quentin-Baxter cc:by 

Mashing up content - student app 

Content ©Saunders (mixed dates) and software ©2012 Newcastle University 
James Outterside; all rights reserved. Used with permission. 
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Content ©Saunders (mixed dates) and software ©Tuong Vu, Viet Hoang 
and Son Hoang 2012; all rights reserved. Used with permission.  

Mashing up content - student app 

©OpenTapesty and various all rights reserved (OT used with permission; content is CC licenced) 
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Authentic patient cases 

• Hundreds of examples of patient cases on-
line 
– Many are not licenced for re-use 

– Mostly drill and practise (with MCQs) 

– Some offer triggers 

• Authentic experience and structured learning 

• Using systems to allow students to sign up for 
additional clinical teaching 

• Systems HAVE to be fully automated / easy to 
use 

 

Professor Suzanne Cholerton, 
PVC Teaching and Learning  

• THE Leadership and 
Management Awards, 2013 

• Signposting learning resources 

• Recordings of all lectures 

• Student support / ePortfolios 

• Flipped classrooms (signpost 
content but use curriculum time 
supporting the learning process) 

• ‘Teaching support environment’ 
to support clinical teachers 

• Community and public health 

• Student careers in aging, mental 
health and general practice 

 
Photographs ©2012 Newcastle 
University 

The Newcastle “offer” 
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Professions education 

• Rethinking the process of learning 

• Educating educators to teach 

• Student engagement and support – 
enhancing the student learning environment 
for all students  

• Space for development of professional skills 

• New transparency in research environments 

• Managing risk in higher education 

• Need for leadership development 

 Opportunities 

• Can we improve learning with less knowledge 
delivery and more early patient experience (i.e. 
is the balance right)? 

• Should we take yet more basic science out of 
the curriculum/move to post-registration? 

• If assessment drives learning should we use 
more ‘open’ assessment (rewarding inquiry 
and synthesis)? 

• What are the issues for clinical teachers? 
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• All unattributed images are ©2013 Newcastle 

University, all rights reserved.  

• This file is made available under a Creative 

Commons attribution licence, except any third party 

materials identified ‘rights reserved’. Users are free to 

link to, reuse and remix this under the licence. Use at 

your own risk.  

• To attribute please include the phrase “©2013, 

Newcastle University, cc:by http://www.ncl.ac.uk/” 

• Anyone with any concerns about the way in which 

any material appearing here has been linked to, used 

or remixed from elsewhere, or people portrayed, 

please contact the University and we will make 

reasonable endeavour to take down the original files 

within 10 working days. See the full policy at 

http://www.ncl.ac.uk/info/legal/takedown.html  
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