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Introduction

The Warwick ELT Archive (http://warwick.ac.uk/elt archive) is a stand-alone,
browsable historical collection of published and unpublished materials relating to the
teaching of English to speakers of other languages and the development of applied
linguistics, ¢.1880-c.1990. The collection constitutes a unique resource for students,
teachers, researchers and others interested in the history of ELT, and the histories of
language teaching and applied linguistics more broadly.

Housed on mobile shelving in the University of Warwick Department of Applied
Linguistics Learning Resources Room, this unique collection, which consists mainly of
textbooks, has been built up gradually since 2002, initially on the basis of donations of
materials from members and former members of staff in the (then) Centre for English
Language Teacher Education (now, Department of Applied Linguistics), University of
Warwick, and subsequently on the basis of acquisitions from a much wider range of
interested individuals and institutions/organizations (see website for a full list of
donors). In March 2005 a substantial existing collection was incorporated, the
University of Edinburgh ‘Dakin Collection’, and in December 2010 we received a
significant donation of materials from Dr Charles Forbes (which we have termed the
'Forbes Collection') mainly consisting of U.S. and Middle Eastern publications.

This latest edition of the collection’s catalogue lists 4,672 published items (almost all
of them books) which are accessible on shelves. This compares with 3,966 items in
the 3rd edition (2013), 3,643 items in the 2nd edition (2009) and 2,727 items in the 1st
edition (2008). In the Archive itself, items are arranged according to decade, and
within each decade according to title of publication (or, in the case of teaching/learning
materials, name of series). In this printed catalogue, on the other hand, items are
instead ordered alphabetically according to first author’s surname, with an additional
section at the end for items whose authorship is unknown.

The production of this updated 4th edition of the catalogue was enabled by generous
grants from the A.S. Hornby Educational Trust. Cataloguing for previous editions was
sponsored by the University of Warwick Research Development Fund (2003), the
Hornby Trust (2005-2007) and the British Council (2009-2011).

This edition is based on extensive cataloguing work by Calum McDonald-Webb,
followed by careful editing by Zhang Yi, under the coordination of Richard Smith.
Cataloguing work for previous editions was carried out by Aruni Mukherjee (2004—
2008) and Sheila Verrier (2009-2011). Books from the decade 1980-89 have, for the
most part, not yet been catalogued, though they are accessible on shelves, and it is
hoped that details of these will be entered over the next few years (a separate 3rd
edition (2013) catalogue of ‘Selected items published from 1980 onwards’ does
contain some 1980s items which have already been catalogued). Another priority is to
detail the large amount of archival material we have collected (see the 3rd edition
(2013) catalogue of ‘Unpublished archival material’ for information about some of this
material. We also hold AV material (tapes, gramophone records, films etc.) which we
hope will be catalogued in the future.

Please contact Professor Richard Smith (R.C.Smith@warwick.ac.uk) if you wish to
consult, find out more about or offer support for the Warwick ELT Archive collection.
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