
CommUnity 
AUTUMN 2017

Connecting us with our neighbours in Warwickshire and the region

warwick.ac.uk/community

REDEVELOPING WARWICK 
ARTS CENTRE FOR THE FUTURE

Building work to the older part of the venue 
began in October, with temporary closure 
to the theatre and studio spaces as well 
as Le Gusta restaurant. At the same time, 
Warwick Arts Centre opened its 280 seater 
temporary theatre – The Goose Nest – which 
will, over the next 9 months, host a variety 
of professional and student shows. Warwick 
Arts Centre will also continue to provide 
audiences with a full programme of events 
and shows taking place within the venue 
itself throughout the three year project.

The second stage of the redevelopment is 
scheduled to begin in October 2018 with a 
brand new venue frontage and extension, 
which will house three HD digital auditoria, 
a large ground floor gallery ready to exhibit 
some of the very best contemporary art, 
sculpture and photography and a spacious 
new-look foyer offering a welcoming 
environment. The plans include open 
spaces for eating, drinking and socialising, 
and the foyer will be designed to showcase 
the very best in art and entertainment. 

Whilst some venues will be temporarily 
closed at certain times over the next three 

years, the signature Butterworth Hall and 
the Helen Martin Studio will be open 
throughout, and all spaces within the 
building will be used in a number of new 
and innovative ways. 

Andrea Pulford, Director of Planning 
and Operations said: “The Warwick Arts 
Centre 20:20 project has begun in earnest 
this Autumn – it’s no mean feat starting a 
packed new season of shows, closing parts 
of the building for renovation and opening 
a temporary theatre! The finished venue 
will benefit not only our local communities, 
students, teaching and support staff, but 
will enable Warwick Arts Centre to become 
a major cultural provider in the region and 
to make a positive impact on the UK arts 
industry as a whole.”

Full plans and a timeline of activity are 
available on the Warwick Arts Centre 
website www.warwickartscentre.
co.uk/2020-project. 

Visitors, audiences and the local 
community are welcome to feedback on 
warwick2020@warwick.ac.uk. 

LWS NIGHT SHELTER
LWS Night Shelter is a not-for-profit 
organisation, set up by students at the 
University of Warwick, in 2015, to provide 
food, shelter, and company for homeless and 
vulnerable people in Leamington Spa and the 
surrounding area. 

The shelter opens each week on Fridays and 
Saturdays from 7:30pm to 10am serving 
dinner and breakfast. All volunteers aim to 
ensure that LWS Night Shelter is more than just 
a roof over guests’ heads, it is a place where 
they can feel safe, and be treated with dignity 
and respect and fosters a sense of community 
that welcomes people from all walks of life.

Originally ‘Leamington Winter Support’, thanks 
to continued support from students and the 
local community, they have been able to 
remain open year-round (re-branding to ‘LWS 
Night Shelter’).

LWS Night Shelter feel very fortunate to be 
able to use the old Priors Club thanks to Tara 
and Co. Estate Agents – but this home is only 
temporary. They will soon begin a crowd-
funding campaign to help raise funds for the 
renovation of a new, permanent premises from 
which to continue this very valuable service 
long-term. Find out more at justgiving.com/
crowdfunding/lwsnightshelter.

You can also find out about other ways 
you could help on their website at 
LeamingtonWS.org or contact them by email 
LeamingtonWS@gmail.com.

Warwick Arts Centre has begun the first stage of its 20:20 Capital Project 
to update the existing 1974 building and create a new cultural and 
creative venue for the region with a modern, updated, larger space.

https://www.warwickartscentre.co.uk/2020-project
https://www.warwickartscentre.co.uk/2020-project
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/lwsnightshelter
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/lwsnightshelter
http://www.leamingtonws.org
https://warwick.ac.uk/about/community
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ANALYSING OVARIAN 
CANCER CELLS
Thanks to donations from the Lord 
Mayor of Coventry’s year in office and 
the General Charities of the City of 
Coventry, we’re teaming up with the 
University of Birmingham to examine 
ovarian cancer cells in a new way.

We’ll be collecting and processing 
new samples taken during surgery, and 
looking at the individual cells within them. 
We’ll isolate them into droplets and use 
barcodes to label the cells, then apply high-
throughput sequencing to get a detailed 
insight into their composition, finding the 
number of healthy and cancerous cells.

One of our new PhD students, Annika 
Stechemesser, will analyse the data 
to improve our ability to characterise 
individual cells, and improve personalised 
and targeted treatments for ovarian as well 
as other cancers. 

All of this will help us treat ovarian cancer 
more effectively in future and we’re 
incredibly grateful for the support that’s 
made it possible.

We hold regular open evenings and you 
can register your interest to hear about 
the next open evening at warwick.ac.uk/
canceropenevening.

WARWICK YOUTH PHAB
Established by Warwick Students 
five years ago, Phab is a youth group 
for disabled and non-disabled 
children, with an aim to provide an 
environment where children and 
young adults can come together, 
socialise and have fun in a non-
discriminatory environment. 

Warwick Youth Phab is also part of ‘Phab 
England’, a charity which has been 
running for 60 years. 

Every Wednesday night during term 
time from 6-8pm at the Westbury Centre 
in Leamington Spa our volunteers host 
a range of fun activities for the kids 
including arts and crafts, sports such 
as hockey, football, table tennis and 
snooker. The club has themed evenings 
such as baking, Lego, Halloween, 
Christmas and movie nights. Trips around 
the local area are very popular and 
these have so far included bowling and 
Cadbury World.

If you want to find out more you 
can contact the group by email 
warwickyouthphab.volunteers@outlook.
com or on Facebook www.facebook.com/
WarwickYouthPhab.
  
Find out more about how Warwick 
Volunteers could help your school 
or organisation at warwick.ac.uk/
community/volunteers/community.

CANCER RESEARCH 
CENTRE IDEAS CAFÉ
Tuesday 30 January 2018, 6pm
We’re planning our first cancer research 
Ideas Café in January and we would love
you to join us! 

Come along and hear short introductions 
from cancer researchers about their work 
in an informal café-style setting; then ask 
questions and input your thoughts to 
help impact their research. 

Register at warwick.ac.uk/
canceropenevening for free parking, free 
refreshments, and a chance to really chat 
about cancer research.

FREE
EVENT

HELP US SPREAD 
THE WORD
Do you run a local group? 
Help us tell more people about what we 
do – schedule a cancer research speaker 
at one of your upcoming events today. 

Email benefactors@warwick.ac.uk
or call 024 7615 0060. 

https://warwick.ac.uk/giving/health/cancer/news-and-events/openevening
https://warwick.ac.uk/giving/health/cancer/news-and-events/openevening
https://www.facebook.com/WarwickYouthPhab
https://www.facebook.com/WarwickYouthPhab
https://warwick.ac.uk/about/community/volunteers/community
https://warwick.ac.uk/about/community/volunteers/community
https://warwick.ac.uk/giving/health/cancer/news-and-events/openevening
https://warwick.ac.uk/giving/health/cancer/news-and-events/openevening
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PREMIER LEAGUE SQUASH IS 
COMING TO THE LOCAL AREA
Sport of the highest level will be 
available to watch, live, right on your 
doorstep this year. 

The Premier Squash League (PSL) has 
announced that two new teams will be 
joining the current league of 10 teams for 
the 2017/18 season. One of these new 
teams is the University of Warwick, in a joint 
venture with Kenilworth Squash Club. 

Head squash coach at the University, Steve 
Townsend, is immensely excited by the 
prospect of a professional squash team. 
Speaking to England Squash, he said he 
believes that PSL ‘is tremendously exciting 
for both the University of Warwick and 
Kenilworth Squash Club.’ Townsend, whose 
enthusiasm was evident, went on to state: 

‘We hope it will attract elite squash-playing 
students to our programme at Warwick… we 
can’t wait to get going!’

Last season the PSL was won by MB 
Nottingham in a co-venture with Nottingham 
University that has clear parallels with 
Warwick’s new and hopefully prosperous 
arrangement. 

Warwick’s first fixture took place on 24 
October, at a local derby in Birmingham, 
and the first home game was on 7 
November against 2016-17 champions 
Nottingham. 

Future games are scheduled for 5 
December, 30 January and 13 March.
Find out more at warwick.ac.uk/sport. 

NEW DEGREE APPRENTICESHIPS 
STARTING IN 2018
Degree apprenticeships are a novel 
education route combining the best 
aspects of higher and vocational 
training, enabling students to study for 
a degree whilst being employed and 
earning a wage throughout. 

Co-designed by employers and 
higher education institutions, degree 
apprenticeships ensure students graduate 
with the right mix of academic knowledge 
and professional skills that will enable them 
to thrive in the working world for the future.

We’re delighted that we’ve been awarded 
around a quarter of a million pounds 
from the new Higher Education Funding 
Council for England administered Degree 
Apprenticeships Development Fund which 
we will use to create around 100 new 
degree apprenticeships each year.

The first 80 degree apprenticeships (in 
Civil Engineering and Social Work) will start 

in 2018, with a further 100 new degree 
apprenticeships starting in 2019 and 120 in 
2020. This will be in addition to around 400 
apprentices in manufacturing engineering 
degree programmes that are already 
studying and working with WMG here.
We’re also exploring whether we can 
create even more degree apprenticeship 
programmes and have four technology-
based areas under active consideration.

University of Warwick Vice-Chancellor 
Professor Stuart Croft said:
“The UK has the second lowest productivity 
of all the G7 countries and skills gaps are 
seen as one of the major contributors to this 
issue. Universities such as Warwick have a 
long history of direct engagement in both 
their local and national economies. We are 
delighted once again to be at the forefront 
of a programme that will deliver new 
opportunities for our young people which 
will also target local skills gaps, and will help 
drive economic growth in our region and 
the country as a whole.”

https://warwick.ac.uk/about/community
https://warwick.ac.uk/services/sport


CHRISTMAS ACTIVITIES 
AT WARWICK ARTS 
CENTRE
Every weekend in December Warwick Arts 
Centre will be hosting a range activities for all 
the family. Take a look at a microscopic Bear 
Hunt with help from our Life Sciences team 
and take part in some creative stay and play 
activities based around Snow Mouse.

Not only that but Warwick Arts Centre and 
the University of Warwick Life Sciences Team 
will help you hunt bears on the University 
campus! Families will be guided around Tocil 
Woods hunting for clues in this hour long 
tour. Bring your wellies and coat.

Whether you are coming to one of our 
Christmas shows or just looking for 
something to do on a December weekend 
you are welcome to join us.

Find out more at warwickartscentre.co.uk

NEW OUTDOOR 
ACTIVITY ZONE
Take your next workout outside.
You’ll find the Activity Zone behind the 
Claycroft halls of residences. It’s in a 
tranquil and natural setting away from the 
distraction and buzz of central campus. 
With free access, anyone can make use 
of the space for social and competitive 
sporting activity. You’ll find handy boards 
on the equipment explaining what you 
can do. 

Equipment includes a half basketball court, 
two in ground trampolines, a functional 
rig, swings, a yoga and mindfulness area, 
a 20m sprint area, energy bikes, a cross 
trainer and cardio arms.

Find out more at warwick.ac.uk/services/
sport/about/facilities/activity-zone

HELP TO WRITE A PLAY AT WARWICK ARTS CENTRE
Steph Ridings, a local writer and playwright, 
is developing a new show with us here at 
Warwick Arts Centre called The Fear of Fear. As 
part of the writing process she is participating 
in activities that scare her such as potholing 
but another significant element of the project 
is working alongside various groups in the 
community to explore fear. 

You are invited to be part of this process. 
Steph will run three two-hour long creative 
writing workshops on:
7 Nov, 21 Nov & 11 December.

This will build material to support 
Steph’s writing and show development 
in early January.

You are then invited to the first ever
version of Steph’s show at 4pm on
Friday 12 January. 

The final workshop will be held on
Tuesday 16 January.

The workshops will take place between
7pm and 9pm meeting at Warwick
Arts Centre.

These workshops are all FREE. 
Please contact l.cullen@warwick.ac.uk
to book your place or to find out more. 

All are welcome but there will be limited 
spaces so please book in advance.

Comments welcome 
If you have any questions or comments about this newsletter, 
or any other aspect of the University of Warwick, please call 
024 7615 0708 or email community@warwick.ac.uk.  To find 
out more about our activities visit warwick.ac.uk/community. 

© 2017 The University of Warwick. 
CommUnity is normally published 
twice a year by the External Affairs 
Office at the University of Warwick.

WILDCATS FOOTBALL 
PROGRAMME FOR 
GIRLS 5 – 11
FA Wildcats Football Clubs are a new 
opportunity for girls to play football in a 
safe and fun environment with FA-qualified 
coaches.
•  Suitable if you’ve never played before, 

only kicked a ball in school or already in 
a club but want to play more.

•  Come along and have fun, make friends 
and develop a life-long love of sport.

•  Your first session is free, after which the 
sessions will cost just £2 each.

•  Sessions take place on Sunday mornings, 
9:30am - 11am, on the 3G Tarkett Pitch at 
the University of Warwick campus.

Find out more at warwick.ac.uk/services/
sport/active/activities/football/wildcats.
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KEY DATES 
Market Days at the Piazza
2017-2018
11am-3pm: 29 Nov, 24 Jan, 14 Feb,
7 Mar, 25 Apr, 9 May, 23 May, 6 Jun, 20 Jun 

Degree Congregation Ceremonies
11am and 3pm each day:
Weds 17 – Fri 19 Jan 

Autumn Term:
Mon 2 Oct 2017 – Sat 9 Dec 2017
Spring Term:
Mon 8 Jan 2018 – Sat 17 Mar 2018
Summer Term:
Mon 23 Apr 2018 – Sat 30 Jun 2018

FREEFLOW FESTIVAL OF THE WRITTEN 
AND SPOKEN WORD
To celebrate our partnership with The 
Sunday Times/Peters Fraser + Dunlop 
Young Writer of the Year Award, we couldn’t 
resist the temptation to create a day of 
events and workshops here on campus, 
exploring a mini kaleidoscope of written 
and spoken word (or at least as much as we 
could fit into a day).

This is an opportunity to bring together 
inspirational thinkers, authors, journalists 
and performers to share what’s fresh, 
controversial and relevant today. There’ll 

be debates, presentations and workshops 
looking at writing in its many forms. Our 
aim is to explore and provoke: in short, to 
celebrate the vibrancy of language.

Join us for a fun, varied and stimulating day 
on Wednesday 29 November. 

All events are FREE but booking is required.

Find out more at warwick.ac.uk/
youngwriteraward/freeflowfestival

https://www.warwickartscentre.co.uk
https://warwick.ac.uk/services/sport/about/facilities/activity-zone
https://warwick.ac.uk/services/sport/about/facilities/activity-zone
https://warwick.ac.uk/about/community
https://warwick.ac.uk/services/sport/active/activities/football/wildcats
https://warwick.ac.uk/services/sport/active/activities/football/wildcats
https://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/cross_fac/youngwriteraward/freeflowfestival/
https://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/cross_fac/youngwriteraward/freeflowfestival/

