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Introduction

3TN THE EARLY 1880S, THE MEMBERS OF THE SPANISH ABOLITIONIST
Society wrote with outrage about the continued use of the stock (e/ cepo) and
shackles (¢! grillete) as punishment for slaves in Cuba. At the time, Cuba,
along with Puerto Rico, was Spain’s last colony in the Americas. It was also
the biggest slave society in almost four centuries of Spanish colonial his-
tory. Slavery was not abolished there until 1886. Only Brazil maintained
slavery longer, finally abolishing the institution two years later in 1888.
Cuban slave owners clung to enslaved labor for as long as possible,
especially in the rich western and central sugar regions of the island. The
Spanish government abolished the slave trade to Cubain 1867. It also passed
gradual emancipation laws in 1870 and 1880. While the government and its
allies sought to portray these measures as humane and enlightened, critics
argued that they did not go far enough, pointing to the violence and law-
lessness that thrived on the Cuban plantations in the form of unchecked
corporal punishment. For even the most minor offenses, slave owners were
able to put slaves in the stock. The suffering was horrific: “Any person can
imagine what the headstock is like. A refinement of the old and barbarous
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FIGURE I. E] cepo de cabeza.

torture of burying someone up to. the head. The mosquitoes, flies, and
Insects of all kinds, whose number js Infinite in the Antilles fa‘;ten :I’l .
selves upon the head and face of the poor slave, who cannot ’use hish erg‘
to df:fend himself”” The use of shackles was equally cruel: “Naturall atI;fS
punishment produces many illnesses. The black field hands suffery;' N
sunstrokes or fevers, hernias and kidney ailments. The first of these re rolm
from the harshness of the work, which takes placé under the open kS .
an extreme climate with a sun that burns like no other.” P
The authors of the pamphlet noted that in metropolitan Spain, shackles

were still employed as punishment but only for the gravest forms of treason

or acts of violence. In Cuba, slave owners resorted to the stock and shackles
for the most trivial offens

esy real or perceived. The law denied the ri
: . rights
of slaxzes by allowing owners to terrorize them into hard work and obidi-
e}rllce: They do not punish crimes. Reader take note. What they punish is
the resistance of the black stolen from Africa or from his family. Coerced

wronged, reviled, pressed into laboring gratis for the benefit of a master

who f i i i
) forces him to work without the least consideration of his interests.”s
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FIGURE 2. E] grillete.
Spanish abolitionists
included these images
in a pamphlet in order
to depict and denounce
punishments still

= practiced on Cuban
plantations in the 188os,
during the final days of
slavery on the island.

Slave owners fought to the
last to retain control over
enslaved labor. Slaves and
their allies faced bitter
resistance throughout
Latin America during the
various stages of abolition.
Sociedad Abolicionista
Espaifiola, El cepo y el
grillete (Madrid: Sociedad
Abolicionista Espafiola,
[£887]).
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The abolitionists’ indignation derived from a series of contrasts that
highlighted not only the cruelty of slavery but also its archaism. From
the perspective of the lawyers, engineers, journalists, and politicians who
composed the Abolitionist Society, most American and Western European
nations of the era sought to govern themselves according to the rule of law,
constitutional regimes, and market economies based on contract and the
freedom of labor. Slavery was the historical residue of absolutist regimes in
which power was arbitrary and capricious and unfree labor and monopo-
lies dominated the economies. In. this view of progress, slavery must give
way to the imperatives of individual liberty.

However, the resurgence and persistence of slavery in nineteenth-
century Cuba, far from being the inverse of economic and civil progress,
were products of revolutionary changes that had reshaped Latin America
and the Atlantic world beginning in the previous century. Hostility to
the African slave trade and New World slavery began to flourish in dif-
ferent corners of the Atlantic world in the mid-eighteenth century. This
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hostility coalesced into major challenges to both institutions. Slaves in
the French colony of Saint-Domingue (Haiti) threw off their bondage
between 1791 and 1804 in the greatest slave rebellion the Americas would
ever see. Opposition to the slave trade spread through the British Isles in
the same era, leading the parliament of the most energetic slave-trading
nation to abolish the traffic to its colonies in 1806. In Spanish America,
the wars of independence of the 1810s and the 1820s gravely weakened
slavery. The newly independent nations passed emancipation laws, usually
of a gradual nature, and banned the slave trade altogether.

Yet merchants, planters, and government officials in some regions of
the Atlantic world were tully capable of weathering and even exploiting
these changes. In the United States, southern slave owners amassed consid-
erable political clout and fended off serious challenges to their power until
the Civil War. In Latin America, Cuba and Brazil saw a spectacular resur-
gence of the slave trade and the opening of new territories to slave-worked

agriculture on an unprecedented scale. The decline of competitors such as -

Saint-Domingue and Jamaica on the world market presented Antillean and
Brazilian planters with new opportunities, which they eagerly seized.

A look at the slave population of Latin America is revealing. In
1800 there were 718,000 slaves in Brazil, 212,000 in Cuba, and 112,000
in Venezuela, the three largest slave populations in the Iberian empires.
Venezuela soon experienced a violent and tortuous war for independence
against Spain. One outcome of the war was the suppression of the slave
trade and the passing of a gradual emancipation law in 1821, The number
of slaves declined until final abolition in 1854. Brazil also gained its inde-
pendence from Portugal in. this period but through a largely negotiated
process that involved little social or military upheaval. The slave trade and

slavery continued to thrive. By 1822, the year of independence, the slave .

population had grown to more than 1.1 million and would increase until
slave trade abolition in 1850. Cuba remained loyal to the Spanish metrop-
olis during the era of revolution, partly because of the growth of the slave
trade and plantation slavery. ABy 1842 the slave population had expanded to
more than 320,000. After 1800, the transatlantic slave trade brought more
than 700,000 captives to Cuba and more than 2 million to Brazil 4

These data illustrate that even as political and economic liberalism
took hold in much of Latin America and the imperial centers, broad
commitment to the legitimacy of the enslavement of Africans and their
descendants persisted almost until the end of the nineteenth century.
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Why these deeply entrenched ideas and institution§ were so lr1:=,si1tl)ienlz
and how they were ultimately overcome are the questions that this boo
" ’eI‘};ﬂlstVZrk is organized as a narrative of slavery’s uneven rise and fall
in Latin America and those parts of the Atlantic world to which the region
was inextricably connected. The story begins in the.eastern Atlantic in
the fifteenth century and extends to Cuba and Bra'zﬂ at the end of the
nineteenth. Since much ground will be covered, it might be useful for the
reader to keep several organizing idgas in mind:

® The rise of African slavery in Latin America was :relat.ed to the
conquest, subordination, and, in some cases, the decimation of the
indigenous population.

g ISI;::riry exislze(li) in relation to a broad patteljn of unfree and free
labor in the Americas, Africa, and the imperial centers. .

¢ In the Americas, Brazil, as a Portuguese colony and t-hen. as an inde-
pendent state, was the most constant and most massive importer of
enslaved Africans over the centuries. According to estimates from
Voyages: The Trans-Atlantic Slave Tm.de Database (Www..sl'avevoyages.
org), Brazil received close to 5 million of the 107 million captles
disembarked in the Americas (between the early sixteenth ar'ld mid-
nineteenth centuries). As a destination for the transa.tlantlc'slave
trade, Spanish America—with almost 1.3 m11.11on capt1ve.s prior t.c;
slave trade suppression to Cuba in 1867—§ralled fa? behind 'Bram
and the British and French colonies of Jamaica and Saint-Domingue.
This situation changed significantly in the late eig}%teen'th century
when Cuba emerged as the biggest plantation s.oc1ety in Spanish
American history, fully rivaling its Caribbean neighbors.

* Plantation labor was the most powerful motor of the transatlan-
tic traffic. At the same time, enslaved men .and worr}en worked
throughout the economies of Brazil and.Spamsh An'lerlca. 1

¢ Enslaved Africansandtheirdescendantsinthe Ame.rlcas freq!uen't y
sought to recreate their religions and forms o'f social organization
in the New World. Paradoxically, the centrality and pervasiveness
of the Catholic Church in the Iberian empires often facilitated
this process. . ) .

* Flight (maroonage) and other forms of res1stanc.e y ens P
ple, coupled with legally and religiously sanctioned pathways to
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emancipation, created large free populations in Brazil and Spanish
America even as slévery and the slave trade flourished.

* Latin American societies were simultaneously inclusive and hier-
archical. Because of the Iherian monarchies and the Church, all
members of society, as long as they were nominally Christian,
had some place within the larger social and cultural order. At the
same time, inequality of status and privilege was the norm. Dis-
crimination based on lineage, color, and gender was widely accepted
and legally enforced. Nonetheless, social hierarchies were not static;
indeed, frequent assertions of status and privilege indicated their
permeability. '

¢ International and anticolonial warfare in the eighteenth and nine-
teenth centuries had the most decisive impact on slavery’s survival
in most of Latin America. War was the most common spur to abolj~
tion, in part because it presented slaves and free people of color with
opportunities to demand the end of slavery and to claim inclusion as
free and equal citizens in the emerging Latin American nations.

The reader should also keep in mind the necessary Atlantic dimen-
sion of this study of slavery, freedom, and abolition in Latin America.
The Atlantic world was a space that brought into contact and conflict the
peoples, polities, and economies of Africa, Europe, and the Americas.
‘The Iberian explorers and conquerors of the late Middle Ages were the
pioneers of this world; the commercial networks, trading forts, and set-
tlements they established in the eastern Atlantic islands and along the
west coast of Africa in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries were' the
jumping-off point to the Americas, unbeknownst to them before 1492.
Over the course of the sixteenth century they incorporated parts of the
Americas into this world through conquest and settlement. Iberian priests,
administrators, soldiers, and merchants flowed to the New World, as did
African servants and slaves. Old World diseases decimated the indigenous
peoples, while the flora and fauna imported by the conquerors, such as
the horse and sugar cane, took root. In the reverse direction, American

MAP 1. Volume and direction of the transatlantic slave trade. David Eltis
and David Richardson, Atlzs of the Transatlantic Slave Trade (New Haven,
CT: Yale University Press, 2010). Courtesy of Yale University Press.
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D INTRODUCTION

silver and agricultural products like tobacco and the potato would trans-
form European and African tastes-and economies. Exchange among the
American colonies was also important. The licit and illicit movement of
goods, people, and ideas across the Americas was a fundamental aspect of
the Atlantic empires, despite the efforts of regimes to control the flows to
and from their colonial territories, All of the colonial empires participated
in the transatlantic slave trade, a far from unified system. Different colonial
powers competed for control, though the Portuguese (and the Brazilians)
and later the British were the most important carriers of African captives
to the Americas.s The Portuguese and Brazilians would cement 1 south
Atlantic slave trade in the seventeenth century that conjoined Brazil and
Angola until the middle of the nineteenth century. The Caribbean, the
other major terminus of the trade, was part of a north Atlantic system
linked to the Gold Coast and the Bights of Biafra and Benin, in which
Britain was the major, though far from the only, slaving power.

One final coordinate will help the reader to situate this history: if we
follow the circuit of some of these goods and voyagers, we will find that
the boundaries of the Atlantic world were not hard and fast. The streams
of Peruvian and Mexican silver did not halt in Spain but made their way
across the world to China, brought there by European merchants eager to
trade with the world’s largest economy. Mexican silver reached China not
only via Europe but also through the galleon trade that linked Acapulco
and Manila across the Pacific Ocean. The circuits of enslaved and unfree
labor also stretched beyond the confines of the Atlantic. Portuguese sla-
vers trafficked in captives from the east coast of Africa, while Spaniards
sent captives from the Philippines to Mexico. Later in the nineteenth cen-
tury, as the slave trade from Africa waned, indentured workers from China
and India arrived in the Caribbean and Latin America in huge numbers,
‘These examples show us that while the coming together (or collision) of
Africa, Europe, and the Americas created a dynamic economic, cultural,
and social space with African enslavement and the transatlantic traffic in
captives at its heart, the Atlantic complex was also part of an emerging and
evolving global system. '

CHAPTER ONE

Slavery and Iberian Colonization

[TJo me it seems harsh to make slaves of those whom God and

nature made free. .
—Miguel de Cervantes, Don Quixote, 170

The Iberian Empires and the Atlantic World

4 AT THE END OF HIS FIRST VOYAGE, THE .GENOESF. M:';RINt];le{
Christopher Columbus sent a letter to Spain in which he rep;);tgo “(:rflrom
lands that he called the Indies and the gljeat \.;vealth th'f\t wodu. How from
them to his Spanish patrons, the Cathoh_c Kings Ferdmanh anld :S the};
“their Highnesses can see that I will give them' as mui Hgoalso e
require, if they will render me some very slight %1551‘s‘tar1ce.1 e aeo i)hings
ised spices, cotton, mastic, rhubarb, cinnamon, and “count ZS-S 0 —
in addition.” The natives of these lands, whom he called lllnr ians, v;rd labe
cooperative because they were gentle and generous. T ;y seem < mfke
to convert to Christianity, in his view. He also thought they wou




CHAPTER THREE

An Era of Emancipation

Slavery and Revolution in the Americas

%

A Letter from Cédiz

%+ Arounp New Yrar’s 1812, DoRA JosEra GiraLT OF SaN Juan,
Puerto Rico, received a letter from her son don Ramén Power, Puerto
Rico’s representative to the Cortes of Cidiz in Spain.* The Cortes was a
parliament convened in 1810 to resist the French occupation of the Iberian
Peninsula and to draft a constitution that would govern the monarchy in
the absence of the Spanish king Ferdinand VTI, held captive by Napoleon
Bonaparte since the French invasion in 1808. Though Ferdinand capit-
ulated, most Spaniards and Spanish Americans did not. They professed
their loyalty to the legitimate ruler and sought means to govern them-
selves during his captivity. The Cortes was the most sustained and con-
troversial effort. Deputies from the colonies took part in the Cortes,
including Power from Puerto Rico. As they debated the nature of the new
constitution, completed in 1812, they touched on the most sensitive topics
that bound Spain and the Americas together, including the slave trade to
Spanish America and slavery itself. Spanish and American deputies raised
the possibility of banning the trade in 1811; they also briefly discussed the
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gradual abolition of slavery altogether. While defenders of slavery quickly
prevailed and halted any further action, the language of abolition and lib-
eration swirled around Cidiz and soon made its way across the Atlantic
to the colonies. '

Power’s letter to his mother was reputedly one of the bearers of this
language. A government investigation of how slaves responded to news
arriving from C4diz reported that in his letter, the Puerto Rican deputy
advised his mother: “if [the government in Cidiz] ordered that liberty
be granted to the slaves, she should be the first to carry it out with hers.”
Apparently, dofia Josefa was so moved that she “burst into tears . .. and
tore up the letter,” though whether out of joy, anger, fear, or some other
emotion is unclear. Those who did receive the news with joy were her
slaves Jacinto and Fermin, who, if they did not read the letter, told others
that they had heard dofia Josefa read it aloud. They took it to mean that
they, and all of Puerto Rico’s slaves, would be liberated. They quickly
spread the news among enslaved friends in the neighborhood.?

Also in January 1812, sailors arriving in San Juan from Cidiz brought
similar reports, which were warmly received by enslaved men and women
in the city and, soon, in the surrounding countryside. When the brig
Cazador atichored in San Juan, the ship’s carpenter, Benito, possibly a /ib-
erto (freed slave) because he did not have a last name, began spreading the
“false rumor” that the Cortes “had conceded liberty to the black slaves.”3
What worried Puerto Rico’s governor was that Benito had set sail before
he could be interrogated, and he was on his way to Havana, which had a
much larger slave population.

In reporting back to the government at Cddiz, the island’s Spanish
governor, Salvador Meléndez, explained that such rumers of liberation
spread rapidly in an environment already influenced by news of slavery’s
demise in other Caribbean colonies. The overthrow of slavery in the
French colony of Saint-Domingue during the revolution there between
1701 and 1804 echoed in Puerto Rico, in part because some French slave-
holders had fled to the Spanish colony with their slaves in tow. Moreover,
Puerto Rico was getting news of unrest among Venezuela’s enslaved and
free-colored population.+

The claim that the Cortes of Cadiz had liberated Puerto Rico’s slaves
thus found fertile ground in 1812. According to Meléndez, enslaved men
and women in the capital and the countryside, and in mere distant towns
such as Aguadilla on the west coast, were talking about their freedom and
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spreading the news. Sa, too, were free blacks, including Joaquin Morales,
an officer in the moreno militia unit who urged slaves to claim their free-
dom. In the face of a pétential uprising, Meléndez formed an emergency
militia force of white troops in San Juan and arrested and intérrogated
anyone suspected of causing unrest. In the end, he detained twenty-six
slaves and free blacks, though not all received punishment. The eleven
whom he judged most culpable suffered thirty to fifty lashes.s

The events of 1812 in Puerto Rico show us that protest against slavery
and claims of freedom spread throughout the Americas and Europe dur-
ing the age of revolution. From the outbreak of the American Revolution
through Spanish American independence in the 1820s, the language of
liberty resonated in many New World slave societies, undermining the
legitimacy of human bondage. This development was partly an expression
of Enlightenment and religious ideologies that saw slavery as cruel, back-
ward, and immoral. Perhaps more important, however, were the social and
political transformations that took place in the midst of imperial and anti-
colonial warfare. Enslaved men and women and free blacks took part in
the battles between empires and for national liberation. Their broad par-
ticipation shook the foundation of New World slavery to its core, enabling
many slaves to claim freedom for themselves and for their families while
also forcing mﬂitary and political leaders to take the first halting steps
toward complete abolition of both the slave traffic and slavery. Yet the con-
sequences of warfare were far from linear. If we look again at Puerto Rico
in 1812, we see that slaves and free people leapt at the chance to spread
ideas of emancipation. At the same time, the Spanish colonial government
responded rapidly and effectively to suppress these emancipatory urges:
slavery would persist in the island for another six decades. The same was
true elsewhere in Latin America. Even as independent Venezuela, Peru,
Colombia, and other Spanish American nations passed abolition laws and
banned the slave trade, Cuba and Brazil (and the United States) came to
rely upon enslaved labor more than ever. Indeed, though abolition gained
ground in the Atlantic world, so did slavery: more slaves labored on plan-
tations in the nineteenth century than at any other time in the history of
the Atlantic slave complex.

That slavery and émancipation simultaneously flourished in Latin
America was not unprecedented. In 1800 the three largest Latin American
slave societies, Brazil, Cuba, and Venezuela, all had large free black and
mulatto populations even as slave imports remained steady or increased.
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In none of them were slaves in the majority. The same would be true
throughout the nineteenth century even in Cuba and Brazil, where the
slave trade continued to boom until midcentury.

TABLE 2. Population in Brazil, Cuba, and Venezuela, 18co

Brazil Cuba . Venezuela
Slaves 718,000 212,000 112,000
Free blacks 587,000 114,000 440,000
Whites 576,000 274,000 185,000
Indians 61,000 n.a. 161,000
Total populaion 1,942,000 600,000 898,000

Source: George Reid Andrews, Afro-Latin America, 1800—2000 (New York: Oxford
University Press, 2004), 41. )

What these figures indicate, in part, is that since the sixteenth centur‘y
individual slaves regularly had achieved emancipation, sometimes by tht?1r
own efforts, sometimes by the actions of individual owners or the colonial
state. But the freedom of some came in the context of the enslavemen? of
many others and the continuation of the; traffic in captives from Afr1caj1,
which thrived for more than three centuries. This chapter asks: What condi-
tions and transformations altered this balance between slavery and freedom
in Latin America? When and why did the freedom of some ultimately come
to seem incompatible with the enslavement of others? To answer the:se ques-
tions, it is necessary to look beyond the legal and religious-instltutlons a'nd
customs that facilitated liberation over the centuries in Brazil and Spanish
America. Direct attacks on the slave trade and on the political‘strl‘lcn‘lres
that protected slavery ultimately. undermined this ent.renched institution,
giving the enslaved and their allies opportunities to clal.m freedom not only
for themselves but for all people in Latin American societies.

Slavery Aﬂ:irme(l, Slavery Destroyed:

The American and Haitian Revolutions

To understand the forces that simultaneously weakened and strength-
ened slavery in Latin America, it is necessary to take a detour through
the empires of Spain’s rivals, Britain and France, as they regrouped in
the aftermath of the Seven Years’ War. Their clashes for supremacy in
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the Atlantic world would continue to have profound effects in the Iberian
colonies.

Events on the ground in British and French America transformed
slavery, though in a paradoxical, unpredictable fashion. The short-lived
peace that followed the Seven Years’ War left Britain in a commanding
position, but the extent of its victories also turned out to have weakened
British legitimacy in its North American colonies. While metropolitan
officials pondered further expansion in the Western Hemisphere, colo-
nists bitterly denounced the increased number of regular troops stationed
in North America and the efforts of the government to impose new taxes
to pay for those troops and the war. In the short period that ;zvitnessed
British imperial ascendancy in the Americas—from the end of the Seven
Years” War in 1763 until the outbreak of the American Revolution in
1775—settlers denounced the power of the Crown and the metropolitan
parliament and demanded greater right of self-government and less med-
dling from Europe.

When settlers took up arms to overthrow British rule, they did so'in
the midst of colonies in which slavery figured quite diversely.5 The Chesa-
peake and Carolina Lowcountry colonies were signiﬁcant plantation soci-
eties. In mid-Atlantic cities such as Philadelphia and New York, slaves were
alarge part of the urban workforce. In the agrarian and urban north, how-
ever, slavery was a minor institution, though ports did a thriving business

- with the sugar islands in the British Caribbean. In the northern colonies,
antislavery sentiment had been on the rise since midcentury, especially
-among the Quakers of Pennsylvania, who were in close touch with their
British brethr;n. Many divested themselves of investments related to the
slave trade and slavery, freed their own slaves, and in some cases freed
those whom their families had sold long ago. Some northern colonies,
including Pennsylvania, passed abolition laws during the revolution, and
even before 1775 some had moved to limit or restrict the slave traffic.

Given this uneven terrain, the role of the enslaved and of free blacks
varied during the American Revolution. In the first days of fighting, north-

ern militias welcomed black volunteers, some of them formerly enslaved
men freed by their owners so that they could serve. Black militia ser-
vice had precedents. Benjamin Quarles shows that militias from colonies
north and south had free¢ black members in the 1750s and 1760s. But by
1776 local governments and the Continental Congress barred free blacks
and slaves from the militias throughout the North American colonies.
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Northern colonies such as Massachusetts were reversing their earlier poli-
cies. Southern colonies had refused to admit black troops from the first
moment and would continue to refuse even when hard-pressed by metro-
politan counterattacks.

British initiatives forced the rebellious Americans to reconsider their
views. In November 1775 the British governor of Virginia, Lord Dun-
more, issued a proclamation inviting slaves and servants to flee their mas-
ters and side with the British. In return, they would receive their freedom:
“I do hereby further declare all indented servants, Negroes, or others,
(appertaining to Rebels,) free, that are able and willing to bear arms, they
joining His Majesty’s Troops, as soon as may be, for the more speed-
ily reducing the Colony to a proper sense of their duty, to His Majesty’s
crown and dignity.”? Despite fierce resistance from Virginia colonists who
introduced measures to control the enslaved population and harsh punish-
ments for captured runaways, several hundred enslaved men reached the
British lines and carried British arms in Dunmore’s Ethiopian Regiment.
Across the breast of their uniforms they bore the inscription “Liberty to
Slaves.”® Dunmore suffered defeat early on in Virginia, but British forces
occupied much of South Carolina during the Revolution and there, too,
they encouraged slaves to run away and serve in the British army.

"The colonists soon went back on their efforts to eliminate free blacks
and slaves from the militias, at least in the north. In 1778 Rhode Island
raised a slave regiment, while local governments throughout New England
disregarded color when recruiting troops. The southern colonies (with the
exception of Maryland), in contrast, resisted arming their slaves even in
the face of British assaults and requests from the Continental Congress
and George Washington’s staff. South Carolina’s assembly rebuffed envoys
from Washington, as did Georgia’s, in spite of British successes and the
need for more troops.

The British and the colonists were not the only forces to employ black
troops during the American Revolution. So did Britain’s European foes,
France and Spain, both hungry for revenge and territory after the humil-
iation at midcentury. Supporting the North American rebellion offered
them the opportunity. Among the troops that Spain dispatched from
Cuba were moreno and pardo battalions that participated in the victories
at Pensacola and Mobile. France sent hundreds of black and mulatto troops
organized in the Chasseurs volontaires d’Amérique, units founded in Saint-
Domingué during the Seven Years’ War. They served in the failed siege
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of Savannah, Georgia, in 1779, after which they occupied the Caribbean
island of Grenada, which the French had taken from Britain.o
In spite of the broad participation of slaves and free blacks (from
several empires) in the war for independence, and in spite of the lan-
guage of liberty that the new nation inscribed in its founding charters,
after defeating Britain, the Americans consolidated a government with
slave-holding at its economic and political core. The new regime forti-
fied slavery because it relied heavily on the support of Southern plant-
ers. The holdouts against black military service in South Carolina and
Georgia signified the dynamics of postindependence political and eco-
normic arrangements. After the British evacuated in 1783 (including thou-
sands of black refugees, many of whom settled first in Nova Scotia, later
in Sierra Leone), slaveholders in the Carolina Lowcountry and Georgia
turned to the transatlantic traffic to restore and to augment their enslaved
workforces. Such was their demand that they imported captives at an
unprecedented rate. Moreover, with the opening of the cotton frontier
in the Deep South in the early nineteenth century, the quest for enslaved
workers took on new urgency. In a bitter historical irony, even as Britons
were organizing to fight against slavery, their industrializing textile sec-
tor galvanized the market for slave-produced cotton.The United States
agreed to abolish the transatlantic slave trade in 1808, but pianters in the
new cotton regions opened a vast internal traffic that brought captives
from older plantation societies in the Chesapeake. Far from enjoyir;gvlib-
erty, many slaves in the independent United States suffered new forms of
subjugation as they were transported far from their communities to the
expanding southeastern frontier.™
The American Revolution did unleash an antislavery movement—but

in Britain, not in the newly independent republic. Britain’s defeat in its

North American colonies provided the impetus for more direct action

against theslave traffic, which some Britons had sporadically criticized even

before the American Revolution. Ever since the emergence of evangelical

Christianity in the Anglo-American world in the mid-eighteenth century,

religious activists denounced British colonial slavery. The Methodists and

the Quakers were at the forefront of these expressions of outrage. Among

the enslaved themselves there was a religious revival in the Caribbean

and North American colonies, led by Baptists and other sects outside the
Anglican Church. However, principled condemnations of the planters and

the slavers did not threaten the institution.
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The transition from criticism to direct action originated in the circle -
of Anglican reformers who gathered around the minister James Ramsay
in the 1780s. Ramsay had spent more than a decade in Saint Kitts trying
to minister to the enslaved population. Stout opposition from the planters
eventually led to his expulsion from the island and his return to England.
The timing was propitious. Many Britons were convinced that defeat at the
hands of the American colonists was a sign of divine displeasure. Ramsay
and his circle believed that the way to redeem Britain was to propagate the
gospel throughout the empire, especially among the enslaved population
of the Caribbean. One of Ramsay’s admirers, the Anglican bishop Beilby
Porteus, imagined slave societies harmonized and mellowed by the effec-
tive spread of Christianity: “a little society of truly Christian Negroes,
impressed with a just cause, and living in the habitual practice, of the sev-
eral duties they owe to God, to their masters, to their fellow labourers and
to themselves; governed by fixed laws, and by the exactest discipline, yet
tempered with gentleness and humanity.””* '

Though initially concerned with atonement after the debacle of the
American Revolution, these religious reformers soon became active ene-
mies of the slave trade and of Caribbean slavery. Ramsay’s 1784 publica-
tion, An Essay on the Treatment and Conversion of African Slaves in the British
Sugar Colonies, galvanized debate in Britain about slavery and the slave
traffic. Like a latter-day Bartolomé de las Casas, Ramsay could speak from
direct experience in the Caribbean about the sufferings of the enslaved
and the cruelty and indifference of the master class. In the face of resis-
tance from the West Indian lobby, Ramsay and his circle, which included
highly placed officials and parliamentarians such as William Wilberforce,
decided to press publicly for the abolition of the slave trade to the West
Indies, seeking to awaken the British public to “that spirit of freedom,
which runs throughout the Old and the New Testament.” Their goals
were manifold. They wished to bring to an end the traffic, the brutality
of which was brought to light by Thomas Clarkson’s research in British
slaving ports. They also hoped that with the traffic in captives suppressed,
planters would have no choice but to treat their slaves more humanely, not
least by allowing the spread and observation of the gospel. Ramsay argued
that the consequence would be “the union of liberty and religion both
slowly advancing together.”?3

Such objectives would be difficult to attain; the slave trade to the
British West Indies, especially to.Jamaica, was very much a going concern
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‘at the end of the eighteenth century. The number of captives disembarked
in Jamaica and elsewhere was growing as the antislavery movement.gained
traction in the metropolis (see table 3). Though it has been argued that the
profitability of the West Indian sugar and slave complex was on the decline,
subsequent studies have shown that Britain was actually well poised to
expand plantation production in Guiana and Trinidad. The New World
plantation complex remained not only viable but, in the eyes of many,
crucial to British economic well-being. Yet, from this small but influential
circle of religious reformers, British antislavery efforts grew into a mass
movement that became a major force in defining British politics and self-
image for the next century™+ ‘

TABLE 3. Slaves disembarked in British Caribbean colonies, mid-eighteenth to
early nineteenth centuries

Trinidad and  British Guiana  Barbados Jamaica

Tobago*
17511775 1,925 0 106898 232,235
1776-1800 18,732 30,647 28,307 301,769
1801-1825 20,128 41,725 6,813 68,901
Totals 40,785 72,372 142,018 602,905

*“The British took Trinidad from Spain in 1797.

Source: Estimates Database, 2009, Voyages: The Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade Database, htep://
www.slavevoyages.org, accessed January 7, 2011.

Among the most vocal advocates of suppressing the slave trade were
Afro-Britons, who spoke and wrote about their direct experience with
enslavement. Afro-Britons found themselves in a more favorable position
in the later eighteenth century after the Somerset Case (1772), a legal deci-
sion concerning the fate of an enslaved man, James Somerset, whose mas-
ter wanted to send him back to the West Indies. Though in strictest terms
the decision forbade the master’s specific action, many held it to mean that
slavery was banned on British soil. As the poet William Cowper wrote in
response: “Slaves cannot breathe in England; if their lungs / Receive our
air, that moment they are free.”s Critics of slavery and of the colonial
planter class celebrated the Somerset decision as an affirmation of British
liberty and a'defense of the rule of law in the face of the lawlessness and
private power of the slaveholder.
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Afro-Britons assumed a more visible presence in British public life |
after 1772. Though their numbers were small, several became well-known
poets and memoirists; others participated in public debates about the slave
trade and its suppression. The most prominent black abolitionist at the end
of the eighteenth century was Olaudah Equiano, also known as Gustavus
Vassa.® Equiano published his autobiography, the Interesting Narrative of
the Life of Olaudah Equiano, or Gustavus Vassa, the African, in 1789 and in
several editions thereafter. A subscription supported publication of the
work, and the list included eminent abolitionists and reform advocates
of various stripes. Like his abolitionist friends and colleagues, such as
Thomas Clarkson, Equiano took his Narrative and his argument for sup-
pressing the slave traffic on the road. He spoke before large gatherings
and offered his book for sale. Readers would find harrowing accounts of
the cruel treatment meted out to the enslaved during the Middle Passage
and by the master class of the Americas. For example, Equiano des¢ribed 2
gruesome encounter on a Virginia plantation where he labored as a youth:
“T was very much affrighted at some things I saw, and the more so as I had
seen a black woman slave as I came through the house, who was cooking
the dinner, and the poor creature was cruelly loaded with various kinds
of iron machines; she had one particularly on her head, which locked her
mouth so fast that she could scarcely speak; and could not eat nor drink. I
was much astonished and shocked at this contrivance, which I afterwards
learned was called the iron muzzle.”*?

But readers would also find inspiring tales of liberation, struggles to
preserve his freedom against those who would reenslave him, religious
conversion to Methodism, and economic rationales for suppressing the
slave trade. As did leading abolitionists such as Granville Sharp, Equiano
argued that trading with Africa in goods other than human beings would
be a boon to the British and African economies alike:

This I conceive to be a theory founded upon facts, and therefore
an infallible one. If the blacks were permitted to remain in their
own country, they would double themselves every fifteen years: In
proportion to such increase will be the demand for manufactures.
Cotton and indigo grow spontaneously in most parts of Africa; a
consideration this of no small consequence to the manufacturing
towns of Great Britain. It opens a most immense, glorious, and
happy prospect—the clothing, &c. of a continent ten thousand
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miles in circumference, and immensely rich in productions of
every denomination in return for manufactures.’®

Abolitionists like Sharp and Equiano were willing to back up these
commercial arguments with money and work. Many invested in a com-
pany whose mission was to resettle freed slaves in Sierra Leone, where

they would work as free people and demonstrate the lucrative trade to

be forged between Britain and Africa. Among the settlers were the black
veterans of the American Revolution who served in the British army in
return for liberation.

Combining religious fervor, economic liberalism, and mass political
mobilization, British antislavery efforts drove Parliament to outlaw the slave
- traffic to the British colonies in 1807 and were a crucial factor in the suppres-
sion of slavery in the 1830s. Moreover, British initiatives against the slave
trade became international in their scope. Beginning with the Congress
of Vienna (1815), the British government sought to implement slave trade
abolition throughout the Atantic world by securing treaties to that effect
with other governments. British warships patrolled off the coast of Africa,
Cuba, and Brazil, while British-backed courts condemned captured slavers.
In 1850 the navy took its most direct action by invading Brazilian ports
and destroying slaving vessels. The traffic from Africa would persist until
the Spanish government relented in 1867, but the rise of British antislavery
groups nonetheless represented a significant blow that would finally bring
three centuries of the transatlantic slave trade to an end.?

An even more definitive movement against slavery was taking place
not in Europe but back in the Americas. In the same era in which Evan-
gelicals and popular groups throughout the British Isles were demand-
ing the end of the slave trade, and as planters in South Carolina and
- Georgia sought to rebuild their fortunes by avidly buying African cap-
tives, slaves in the French colony of Saint-Domingue were taking direct
action to throw off their bonds. Like the British movement to suppress
the slave traffic, the Haitian Revolution (1791-1804) had complicated
effects. Revolutionaries destroyed slavery forever in the former French
colony of Saint-Domingue (and eventually in the neighboring Spanish
colony, Santo Domingo).. The Haitian events became a symbol of libera-
" tion for enslaved and free people of color around the Caribbean, inspir-
ing revolts in Venezuela-and Cuba. At the same time, the destruction of
slavery in the Caribbean’s richest colony was a spur to slavery’s growth in
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other corners of the Caribbean and Latin America, especially in Cuba and
Brazil, where planters, merchants, and governments took advantage of
new openings for their goods and new anxieties about the consequences
of slave emancipation.?* ‘ ‘ :

The French colony of Saint-Domingue on the western end of the
island of Hispaniola was a highly efficient, and deadly, producer of sugar,
indigo, and coffee.? A small free population, divided between great plant-
ers and smaller property owners, shopkeepers, professionals, soldiers, and
administrators ruled over a towering slave population, largely African-
born. The free population included whites and people of color. Many of
the latter were freed by European fathers and assumed leading positions
in the colony through education and the inheritance of wealth, though
they found their prerogatives increasingly curtailed in the second half of
the century. Some were planters in their own right, though usually of cof-
fee and indigo as opposed to sugar. Others filled positions in the colonial
militia or the maréchausée, the gendarmerie dedicated to tracking down
runaway slaves. Though discriminated against, they generally identified
strongly with the dominant colonial culture.

When revolution broke out in France in 1789, Saint-Domingue’s gens
de couleur saw the new regime as a potential ally against the “aristocrats
of the skin” who sought to disbar them from the full enjoyment of their
liberty. They found advocates for equality in France. But to their dis-
may, since many owned slaves, they also confronted a small but influential
abolitionist society, the Société des Amis des Noirs, founded in 1788 and
dedicated to the gradual abolition of colonial slavery. By the later eigh-
teenth century, more and more enlightened French had come to see New
World slavery as a gross injustice. They also saw it as a powder keg ready
to explode at any moment.

French abolitionists differed significantly from their British counter-
parts. Evangelical Christianity played no role in their criticisms of slavery;
they were not moved by a desire to spread the gospel to the enslaved or by
the wish to redeem their nation in the face of divine wrath. They believed
instead in natural rights that were universally applicable to all peoples.
Compared to the British, they were small in number, limited to enlight-
ened intellectuals and officials who sought amelioration of the slave’s con-
dition and the extension of full rights of citizenship to free people of color.
France never witnessed the kind of mass mobilization characteristic of
British antislavery efforts, though the intersection of revolution and slave
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FIGURE 8. Portrait of Vincent Ogé (d. 1791): “He loves liberty just as he knows
how to defend it.” A wealthy free-colored merchant and landowner from Cap
Frangais, Saint-Domingue, Ogé was in Paris in 1789, where he gathered with

other prominent members of Saint-Domingue’s free-colored population to lobby

for equal rights for all free people in the colony regardless of lineage. Their

demands met with staunch resistance from white settlers, rich and humble, even
though all agreed on the preservation of their property in slaves. John Garrigus
argues that Ogé’s Parisian experience convinced him of the strong link between

militia service and active citizenship, a claim that would resonate among the free-

colored population of the colony. Among Ogé’s co-conspirators after his return to

Saint-Domingue were many veterans of the Chasseurs volontaires who had served

during the American Revolution and were frustrated by the efforts to marginalize
their class in the colony and to exclude them from revolutionary citizenship after

1789. Archivo General de Indias, Mapas y Planos, Estampas, 30 (2).
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rebellion in Saint-Domingue beginning in 1791 did place slavery’s fate at
the center of French colonial politics.?3

Though the members of the Amis des Noirs were cautious about abol-
ishing slavery, they were firm advocates of enfranchising the free black
population of Saint-Domingue and other colonies and actively promoted
this cause, But these proposed reforms ran into fierce opposition from
white settlers and their allies in the revolutionary assembly. When it
became clear that the whites of Saint-Domingue and their French allies
would stall on extending citizenship, several free-colored leaders, such as
Vincent Ogé, returned to the colony in 1790 and took up arms to force
their claims. Though he gathered several hundred militia veterans about
him, Ogé and his supporters dispersed after little more than a skirmish
with troops from Cap Francais. Ogé and others crossed the colonial bor-
der into Santo Domingo, but Spanish officials returned him to the French
side, where he was broken on the wheel and beheaded in 1791.24

Later that year, a new rebellion led by free-colored veterans broke
out near Port-au-Prince, this time with crucial support from a contingent
of well-trained slave troops whom they called “the Swiss.” After scoring
victories over forces from Port-au-Prince, the gens de couleur reached
an agreement with local officials to abolish color discrimination among
the free population. Tellingly, the Swiss were excluded from this pact;
their reward was deportation from the colony because slaveholders saw
armed and trained slaves as a menace. When no neighboring colonies,
would accept the deportees, French officials imprisoned them offshore in
hulks. Many were executed, others died of disease and starvation. Their
fate spoke eloquently to the limits of revolutionary liberty.>s

But openings for action against slavery were presenting themselves, as
both the colony and metropolis were divided. While the dominant groups
fought among themselves around Port-au-Prince in 1791, slaves in the
northern part of the colony seized the opportunity to assert their own
demands for freedom. Led by the slave and religious figure Boukman and
inspired by African and European ideas of justice and freedom, a huge
slave rebellion erupted in 1791 across the northern plain of the colony.
The ideology of the French Revolution was important in shaping expec-
tations and initiatives in revolutionary Saint-Domingue, but the African
background was also crucial. The majority of slaves in the northern plain
were from the Kingdom of Kongo, and through the early phases of their
rebellion, several leaders steadfastly spoke the language of kingship to
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justify their actions and their political loyalties. After the burning of the
city of Le Cap in 1793, the rebel leader Macaya rejected the overtures of
the representatives of republican France, Léger Félicité Sonthonax and
Etienne Polverel, in a royalist idiom: “T am the subject of three kings: of
the King of Congo, master of all the blacks; of the King of France who
represents my father; of the King of Spain who represents my mother.
These three Kings are the descendants of those who, led by a star, came
to adore God made Man.”*¢

Macaya’s expression of fealty to three kings demonstrated not only the
import of Kongo political ideology but also the rivalry among European
states in Saint-Domingue. France’s rivals saw in the rebellions that shook
Saint-Domingue a chance to advance their own cause, as both Britain
and Spain aimed to incorporate the rich colony into their empires. Both
sought allies, occupied territory, and supported proxy forces. The British
tried to build their support on the great planters of the north and occupied
territory there. Spain, from the adjoining colony of Santo Domingo, sup-
ported Toussaint Louverture, a well-educated former slave who, according
to legend, was a reader of the Abbé Raynal, a philosophe who had augured
the violent destruction of New World slavery by a black Spartacus. From
obscure origins, Toussaint became one of the leading black generals in
the early phase of the revolution. In 1794 he switched his allegiance from
Spain to France when the revolutionary government in Paris endorsed
the measure of its representative Sonthonax, who had declared slavery
abolished the year before in an effort to rally the enslaved masses of Saint-
Domingue to fight for France against the British and Spanish invaders,
a tactic that reached fruition with Toussaint’s conversion to the French
side. The leverage against slavery provided by revolutionary and interna-
tional war was more effective in the Saint-Domingue rebellion than in the
American Revolution. In Spanish America a few years later, warfare also
proved to be the most powerful solvent of slavery.

For the next several yeérs, Toussaint was the ruler of the colony, which
he successfully defended against foreign powers. He respected the aboli-
tion of slavery, but he also tried to restore plantation discipline and the
export economy through various measures that would compel freedmen
to continue laboring on the big estates. Despite Toussaint’s loyalty and his
efforts to keep the plantations working, France in 1802 sought to restore
slavery in its colonies. The French successfully reenslaved freed people in
their other Caribbean colonies (Guadeloupe, Martinique, French Guiana).
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In Saint-Domingue they captured Toussaint and deported him to France,
where he perished in the Fortress of Joux in the Jura Mountains in 1803.
But resistance quickly stiffened. The black generals Henri Christophe and
Jean-Jacques Dessalines defeated a large European expedition and pro-
claimed the independence of the new nation, Haiti, in 1804.77

When Haiti proclaimed its independence from France in 1804, slav-
ery and the slave trade were facing major challenges to their survival in
parts of the Atlantic world. Haitian independence, won largely by the for-
merly enslaved whose actions compelled the metropole to abolish slav-
ery, definitively ended both slavery and the slave trade on the island of
Hispaniola. A few years later, the British antislavery movement would
score a major victory when Parliament voted to ban the slave traffic to the
British colonies. The revolutionary era in British North America, France,
and the French Caribbean brought about the destruction or weakening of
slavery in major plantation societies (Saint-Domingue, Jamaica). At the
same time, it ushered in the conditions for slavery’s expansion into new
territories. Slaveholders in the independent United States saw their hand
strengthened by greater political control, consolidation of the southeast-
ern frontier, and burgeoning demand on the world market for their slave-
produced cotton.

The Tberian empires would experience similarly uneven developments
soon after the American and Haitian revolutions. There, too, anticolonial
movements spread and threw into doubt the future of bonded labor and the
traffic in captives from Africa. In many regions of revolutionary Spanish
America, the slave trade was suppressed and emancipation laws enacted.
At the same time, planters in Cuba and Brazil, much like their U.S. coun-
terparts, took advantage of new political and economic arrangements to
open frontiers to slave-produced commodities on a vastly enlarged scale.

Indepen&ence and Abolition in Spanish America

The French Revolution would exertimportant and unpredictable influence
in New World slave societies well beyond the confines of the French colo-
nial empire. France’s military occupation of the Iberian Peninsula in 1808
threw the empires of Spain and Portugal into profound crisis.?® The inva-
sion had differing effects on slavery in the two empires. The Portuguese
court embarked for Rio de Janeiro under British escort and remained there
until 1822. With Rio as the new capital of the empire and the protection
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FIGURE 9. Portrait from an apology for Ferdinand VII of Spain.
Ferdinand VII briefly succeeded his father, Charles IV, by means
of a palace coup in 1808. He then capitulated before Napoleon Bonaparte
at a meeting in Bayonne and relinquished his throne, which was taken
over by Napoleon’s brother Joseph Bonaparte (Joseph I of Spain).
Ferdinand’s abdication threw Spain and its overseas empire into political
crisis, from which came the revolutions that would undermine slavery
in much of Spanish America. This printed portrait of Ferdinand
was meant to circulate among his European and American domains
and explain that “the beloved King of Spain and the Emperor of
the Indies . . . like no other Sovereign . . . resolved to relinquish his
sovereignty, rather than see the blood of his Vassals spilled.”
Archivo General de Indias, Mapas y Planos, Estampas, 141(1).
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of Furope’s dominant economic and naval power, Brazilian ports enjoyed
greater freedom, urban and plantation slavery boomed, and political order
reigned, at least in the short term (more on Brazil in chapter 4).

In contrast, a political vacuum opened in Spain and its overseas
empire. The Spanish ruler Charles IV and his heir, Ferdinand, fell captive
to Napoleon Bonaparte in 1808, and Bonaparte’s legions commenced the
occupation of Spain. However, all did not go as planned by the French.
The country was submerged in a violent resistance to the occupying
force between 1808 and 1814 as Spanish patriots gathered first in Seville
and then in Cadiz to form a new government in the monarch’s absence.
The most lasting achievement of the C4diz government was a constitu-
tion composed by peninsular and colonial framers in 1812. One of the
major goals of the Constitution of C4diz was to redefine the relationship
between the peninsula and the overseas colonies, incorporating the latter
into a constitutional regime that gave them broad political representation
in a metropolitan assembly. But even as the framers at Cadiz sought to
forge a new political order, events in the colonies were overtaking them.
‘The overthrow of the Bourbon monarchy led to an acute crisis of legiti-
macy in the colonies, which the constitution failed to solve (indeed, as
we will see, in some cases it exacerbated the crisis). Though C4diz tried
to assert its authority over all of the Spanish domains, Caracas, Buenos
Aires, Cartagena, and other colonial centers formed juntas, or governing
assemblies, that argued that in the absence of the monarch political power
devolved to self-governing municipalities. As the opportunities for com-
promise between Cidiz and the American juntas receded, many Spanish
American patriots saw this as the moment to fight for independence; in
doing so, they set in motion a chain of events that would lead to the dis-
mantling of Spanish dominion from the northern reaches of New Spain to
the austral lands of South America. These far-reaching conflicts dramati-
cally altered Spanish American slave regimes.

The Caracas junta’s rupture from Spain showed that, as in other
Atlantic revolutions, the fate of slavery would figure in the independence
struggle in Spanish South America, though slavery was less central in
these colonies than it was in Saint-Domingue, the Carolina Lowcountry,
Brazil, or Cuba (see table 4).?9 Like other cities in Spain and Spanish
America, Caracas, upon receiving news of the captivity of the Bourbon
rulers, declared its opposition to the French and formed a local junta
that would govern in the absence of the legitimate monarch. Within the
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governing coalition were strong advocates of independence—including
Simén Bolivar, a wealthy planter from an old creole family—who ulti-
mately prevailed upon their colleagues to declare Venezuela’s indepen-
dence in 1811. The Venezuelan constitution of that year spoke directly
to the question of slavery and reflected the interests of the dominant eco-
nomic and social groups. Among its provisions was a distinction between
active and passive citizens. Only those possessing substantial property
would enjoy the vote. The constitution also continued the segregation of
African-descended people typical of Spanish rule by organizing its militia
along color lines. The new regime declared the slave trade abolished—the
hope of receiving recognition from Britain dictated the necessity of such
a ban—but took no action against slavery itself. Thus, while enshrining
liberty, the first champions of Venezuelan independence understood that
only some would exercise it fully: those with property, often in slaves.3°

TABLE 4. Slave population of Spanish South America on the eve of independence

Colony Slave population
Quito 5,000
Chile 6,000
Rio de la Plata 30,000
Peru ' 40,000
New Granada 78,000
Venezuela - ) 87,800

Source: Peter Blanchard, Under the Flags of Freedom: Slave Soldiers and the Wars of Indepen-
dence in Spanish South Ameérica (Pittsburgh, PA: University of Pittsburgh Press, 2008), 8.

But the best-laid plans of creole oligarchs could not necessarily sur-
vive the course of events. The independence wars threatened the interests
of slaveholders throughout Spanish America because they gave enslaved
people opportunities for liberation. The most important development was
war itself. Spain struck back at colonial rebels after the restoration of the
Bourbon monarch Ferdinand VIIin 1814, waging a temporarily successful
war of reconquest in Chile, Peru, Nueva Granada, and Venezuela under
commanders such as General Pablo Morillo, a seasoned veteran of combat
against the French in the Iberian Peninsula. As the wars quickened, so did
the demand for troops on both sides. Here is where slaves and free blacks
gained important leverage.
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Royalist and patriotic forces alike mobilized slaves to fight on their
sides during the long years of warfare on the South American continent.
Royalists could draw on old precedents by promising freedom in exchange
for a term of military service. Such a compromise had existed through-
out the colonial period and recognized the basic legitimacy of slavery as
an institution in Spanish America, while also honoring the mechanisms
for acquiring freedom enshrined in Spanish law since the Middle Ages.
Throughout the nineteenth century, from the wars in Venezuela to the
final battles against Cuban patriots between 1868 and 1880 (more on this
in chapter 4), Spain was able to attract military recruits from the slave
population, trading freedom for service to the king and nation, as it had

~ done throughout the old regime. Patriot armies often tried to strike a sim-

ilar bargain. Many of their initial leaders were slave owners themselves,
such as Bolivar in Venezuela, who gradually freed his more than one hun-
dred slaves. But patriot armies found it harder to defend the persistence of
slavery in the context of liberal and republican aspirations, the breakdown
of traditional forms of order, and the spread of the language of liberation.
As Bolivar conceded, “It seems to me madness that a revolution for free-
dom expects to maintain slavery.”3*

Soon after Spain was definitively expelled from South America in the
1820s, Bolivar looked back, with mixed feelings, on the wars and com-
mented on how the need for manpower had dramatically shaken societies
characterized by slave-holding and racial hierarchies:

In the firstyears of Independence, we needed men who were above
all brave, who could kill Spaniards and make themselves feared;
blacks, zambos, mulattos, and whites, all were welcome as long as
they fought bravely. No one could be rewarded with money, for
there was none; the only way of maintaining ardour, rewarding
exceptional actions and stimulating valour was by promotion, so
that today men of every caste and colour are among the generals,
leaders, and officers of our forces, though the majority of them
have no other merit than brute strength. This was once useful to
the Republic but now, in peacetime, is an obstacle to peace and
tranquility. But it was a necessary evil.3

Bolivar’s assessment of the transformative impact of war on the post-
colonial social order had more than a twinge of pessimism about it. Now
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free of Spanish rule, how would traditionally hierarchical societies orga-
nize themselves once those hierarchies were called into question? Yet
Bolivar’s gloomy ruminations should not blind us to the vigor of the chal-
lenges to colonial slavery and racial prejudice enabled by the independence
movements. These challenges become more apparent when we contrast
them to Spain’s efforts to maintain the old order in these years, as the met-
ropolitan government consistently foundered on the questions of slavery
and political equality for the castas.

The Spanish Constitution of Cadiz, drafted in 1812, spoke eloquently
to the question of slavery in the colonies. Its answers reaffirmed the insti-
tution’s centrality. Though some critics advocated abolishing the slave
trade in emulation of the British, Cuban planters prevailed upon the assem-
bly to suppress any public utterances against the traffic or against slavery.
The recent deregulation of the traffic to Cuba had set the stage for a tre-
mendous expansion of the sugar complex around Havana. In deference to
the Havana planter class’s interests, the Cidiz constitution not only left
the traffic untouched but also formalized slavery and racial discrimination
in the colonies. This defense of hierarchy and property could be seen in
the prescriptions around citizenship. The Constitution of Cadiz barred
Africans and African-descended people from the active exercise of citizen-
ship, which affected the proportional representation of the colonies in the
Cortes, diminishing their power in relation to the metropole. Lineage thus
became one of the qualifications for full political rights, a situation that
differed little from the discrimination that had prevailed against the castas
over the centuries. Moreover, though seeking to incorporate the colonies,
Spanish politicians nonetheless rigged the new regime so that metropoli-
tan supremacy would remain intact. '

This defense of aspects of the old order would necessarily marginal-
ize large sectors of the colonial populace. Take, for example, the family of
Pedro de Ayarza, a well-to-do merchant from Portobello in Panama, just
a few years before the independence movements would erupt in Spanish
America. Ayarza was a pardo who had risen to wealth and local prominence
as a merchant and officer in the pardo militia. He was able to educate his
three sons in style. The eldest, José Ponciano, studied law in Bogot4, the
viceregal capital of Nueva Granada. However, when the young man was
on the verge of completing his studies, the university registrar refused
him his degree because he was a man of color and thus legally barred from
the university and the practice of law. In 1795 Ayarza sought to remedy the
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situation by taking advantage of a new Bourbon policy that allowed people
to purchase legal whiteness, a measure that was known as gracias al sacar,
and the right to use the honorific title don. Ayarza hoped to acquire legal
whiteness and the use of the honorific for himself and his three sons. The
process was lengthy and expensive. Ayarza had to apply four times over
the next several years, employing an agent in Madrid to pursue his case.
In the end, the Council of the Indies granted these privileges only to the
eldest son, José Ponciano. The decision “extinguished” his color, he could
use the title doz, and he could receive his diploma and exercise his profes-
sion. But the council repeatedly turned down the applications of his father
and his two brothers, so that while José Ponciano became legally white,
the other Ayarzas were pardos and remained subject to various kinds of
legal discrimination.33

Such was the hierarchical and segregated colonial order that the
Constitution of Cadiz would uphold. In contrast, Spanish officials in the
colonies, who were desperate for manpower and local political support,
realized how self-defeating the exclusionary policies were and recom-
mended that the government take steps to reward and incorporate the
castas. The captain general of Caracas, don José Ceballos, urged such
measures in a report to the metropolitan government written in the midst
of an effective Spanish counterattack against patriot forces in Venezuela
and New Granada. Though General Pablo Morillo had temporarily gained
the upper hand, Ceballos was dubious that the four thousand troops under
his command could hold the colony for any length of time without wide-
spread political support. Analyzing the local population and which sec-
tors might be convinced to side with the monarchy, he concluded that
since European and American Spaniards were a tiny minority, it made
little practical sense to uphold their privileges. Instead, the crown should
rebuilt its support among the castas by “extract[ing] them legally from
their inferior class.”34 Ceballos wrote that one means of doing so would be
to use exisﬁng legal mechanisms by which castas could be declared legally
white and thus freed of the handicaps from which they suffered, which the
Constitution of Cidiz and the restored monarchy had unwisely enforced.

Spanish intransigence on the question of slavery, the slave traffic, and
lineage created new possibilities for the patriot movements. Though often
led by traditional oligarchs like Bolivar, the independence movements
required and attracted ever greater support from all sectors of society.
Slaves were recruited as soldiers. Free blacks and mulattoes not only served
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in but also rose through the ranks of the insurgent armies. When Bolivar
returned to Venezuela in 1816 after several years of exile in Jamaica and
Haiti, he was greeted by men of color such as Manuel Piar, a general who
organized and commanded effective fighting forces that served as the new
foundations of the liberation movement.

Most of those who took part in the independence movements filled
more humble but nonetheless crucial positions. Throughout the strug-
gles in South America, enslaved men and women claimed their freedom
because of their service or that of a family member to the patria. The histo-
rian Peter Blanchard has recovered many of these claims. In the 1820s, on
the eve of independence, an official in the liberating armies in Peru recog-
nized that favoring the freedom of soldiers’ spouses was urgent: “I believe
that this woman and other slave wives of the soldiers of this Army must be
given preference in the lottery offered by the Government to benefit this
unfortunate caste; for it is only fair that the first fruits of the endeavors
of those who fought for freedom should be their families.” This recom-
mendation reflected the wisdom accumulated in the long years of conflict
against Spain on the South American continent as slave soldiers and their
families became active in the campaigns from the beginning. In 1813 the
slave Francisco Estrada went before the court in Buenos Aires to demand
freedom for serving the local forces in the invasion of the Banda Oriental
(Uruguay). Estrada had taken his family with him, and after two years of
hard service he requested that they all be liberated. The enslaved woman
Juliana Garcia made similar demands for herself and her children in Buenos
Airesin 1818. She and her husband had fled captivity in Montevideo to join
the Buenos Aires forces. They trekked throughout the continent, from
Montevideo to the heights of Upper Peru (Bolivia), in support of the inde-
pendence movement. Like other enslaved people, she claimed that the
patria must reward such dedicated service with liberation.3s

Thus, as the liberators fought back against Spain and gradually
achieved independence between 1820 and 1824, they had to acknowl-
edge that years of warfare and demands for liberation and equality from
the slaves and free blacks serving in the military had weakened slavery
and colonial-era racial hierarchies. Political leaders drafted constitutions
that did away with the explicit discrimination and segregation that the
Constitution of Cidiz defended. Color and lineage would no longer be
criteria for active citizenship (though in some places, property would).
The new regimes also suppressed the slave trade and passed emancipation
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laws. Even though these laws in the main Spanish American slave-holding
countries—Argentina, Venezuela, Colombia, and Peru—were of a decid-
edly gradual nature and would not end slavery until midcentury (see
table 5), they nonetheless differed significantly from the Spanish effort
to preserve slavery and to foment the slave trade during the revolutionary
crisis. When it came to deciding to abolish slavery in Spanish America,
independence mattered. '

Table 5. Dates of abolition of slavery in independent Spanish America

Argentina ) 1853
Bolivia 1851
Central America 1824
Chile 1823
Colombia g 1852
Ecuador 1851
Mexico* 1829
Paraguayt 1869
Peru 1854
Uruguay 1842
- Venezuela 1854

*With the exception of Texas, still part of Mexico but also caught up in the expansion
of slavery in the southeastern United States.

tForced by Brazil when its armies occupied Asuncién during the Paraguayan War
(1864-1870).

Source: George Reid Andrews, Afro-Latin America, 1800~2000 (New York: Oxford
University Press, 2004), 57

External forces also explain why abolition laws took hold: the British
government effectively enforced the suppression of the slave trade to the
newly independent republics. In the 1820s Britain made slave trade aboli-
tion a condition of recognizing independence. One of the questions that
its envoys had to put to new regimes was explicit: “Has it abjured and abol-
ished the Slave Trade?”3¢ Though the independent governments banned
the trade, in some cases even before opening negotiations with Britain,
there was pressure after independence to reopen it in some quarters. Peru
opened a trade in slaves from Colombia in the 1840s. It also turned to the
traffic in indentured Chinese workers, while slaveholders advocated the
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resumption of the African slave trade. Uruguay and Argentina circum-
vented agreements by allowing Portuguese and Brazilian slavers to outfit
their ships and to fly their flags for illegal expeditions to Brazil. Britain
would respond aggressively to these subterfuges by demanding new trea-
ties (including with Spain and Portugal) that permitted the Royal Navy to
seize and destroy ships found with slaving equipment.

British diplomacy and new laws and expectations combined to weaken
slavery in the independent republics. Yet slaveholders did not give up with-
out a fight. Chile, Mexico, and the Central American Federation abolished
slavery soon after independence, but where slavery was more widespread
in South America, efforts to impede final abolition were stubborn; there
was in effect a backlash by slaveholders, who sought te reassert the pri-
macy of property rights and, in some countries, to reopen the slave traffic
or a close alternative, the trade in indentured Chinese workers.

Despite slaveholders’ stubbornness, enslaved people in the newly in-

dependent South American republics took advantage of political and legal
conditions to force slavery’s decline and ultimate demise. Slaves contin-
ued to resort to flight, escaping from rural haciendas and seeking cover
in urban centers such as Lima and Buenos Aires. Under the new regimes,
they could appeal for liberation or transfer to another owner in cases of
cruelty or violent treatment. They might win their freedom through lot-
teries established to liberate a certain number of slaves each year. In sev-
eral Spanish American cities, emaneipation funds managed by political
parties and religious associations purchased the freedom of enslaved men,
women, and children. In Guayaquil, Ecuador, the local government estab-
lished a junta de manumisién that was to oversee the purchase of freedom
by banking deposits from enslaved men and women and by collecting an
inheritance tax dedicated to manumission, though the latter source of rev-
enue was less reliable than the former. Indeed, slaves had shown their com-
mitment to such an undértaking from the moment of independence. In
1822 a group of enslaved men petitioned the new government for the right
to establish their own manumission fund, whereby each would contribute
a portion of their wages to a common pool to be used to purchase the
freedom of all. “Liberty for captives has always been a privileged concept,”
they wrote in their petition. “We hope it will be even more so under the
just, humane and honorable government we now enjoy.”37

Abolition became a political issue after independence. Liberal parties
attacked slavery as a vestige of the colonial past that denied the liberty and
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equality promised by the new governments. They used abolitionism as a
means to attract electoral support in regions with large free black popula-
tions, such as Cauca in southwestern Colombia, where one Liberal Party
leader observed that “the slaves who lose their chains bring to society
gratitude for the government that has lifted the yoke off them.”s Such tac-
tics reflected how the wars for independence had changed attitudes toward
slavery in Spanish American societies. Colonial hierarchies and forms of
domination were denuded of their veneer of inevitability. What took shape
during the independence struggles in the new Spanish American nations

- were ideologies that formally declared the equality of all peoples regard-

less of lineage or status under the colonial regime. These were not slave-
holding republics like the United States (or a slave-holding monarchy like
Brazil) but republics committed, at least in their stated intentions, to fra-
ternity and equality or, in the words of a recent study of early independent
Colombia, to “racial harmony” after long centuries of discrimination. In
such political and ideological circumstances, slaveholders could hold onto
their property as best they could, but they could not convince the majority
that slavery was a social good.3?

In this regard, the Spanish American republics differed notably from
their North American counterpart. One of the most acute and knowl-
edgeable observers of the New World, the Prussian scientist and traveler
Alexander von Humboldt, in 1826 noted the impact that the wars of inde-
pendence across the Americas had had upon slavery. An advocate of gradual
abolition, Humboldt wrote with dismay about the rapid spread of slavery
through the southeastern section of the independent United States. In con-
trast, he praised the leaders of the newly independent Spanish American
republics for showing foresight superior to their North American counter-
parts: “One cannot sufficiently praise the prudence of the legislation of the
new republics of Spanish America. Since their origin, they have seriously
occupied themselves with the total extinction of slavery. This vast part of
the world has in this regard an immense advantage over the meridional
part of the United States, where the whites during the war with England
established liberty for their own benefit and where the slave population,
which now numbers 1.6 million, is growing even faster than the white
population.”#°

As Humboldt’s observations show, the impact of revolution and inde-
pendence on slavery was far from homogenous. By the early decades of
the nineteenth century, the traffic in enslaved Africans had ceased to flow
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to such major plantation centers as Jamaica, Saint-Domingue, and the
southern United States. The abolition of slavery was widespread, from
the northern states of the independent United States to the independent
regimes of Spanish America, though only in Saint-Domingue/Haiti did
slavery come to a sudden and radical end. Abolition was seldom a decisive
moment of truth but rather the culmination of many struggles, local and
international, against the slave trade and slavery. Slavery lingered in much
of Spanish America after independence, but the actions of enslaved people,
abolitionists, and political parties in combination with the effective ban of
the slave trade overcame the rearguard measures of slaveholders who were
determined to defend their property.

The Spanish American republics were distinct from other revolution-
ary American societies in their espousal of racial harmony. The United
States disenfranchised most blacks and made slavery even crueler by open-
ing a new slave trade from the old plantation regions to the new cotton
frontier. Haiti drove whites from its boundaries as former slaves and free
people of color secured their independence from France. In both, inde-
pendence accentuated racial antagonisms.#* Spanish American republics
did not instantly rid themselves of the colonial legacies of discrimination,
but the long wars of independence gave rise to broadly supported efforts
to overcome them. During those years the former Spanish colonies trav-
eled a long way from the era of colonization, when even critics of slavery’s
brutality such as Alonso de Sandoval had justified the institution with
the story of Noah’s curse on Ham and other biblical sanctions. During
the revolutionary era and after independence, in contrast, the language
of liberty and equality took root among much of the population; slavery’s
defenders found themselves in the minority. However, the same could not
be said for Latin America as a whole. Huge slave-worked plantations and a
flourishing traffic in African captives were still to be found. Both emerged
more vital than ever in the independent Brazilian monarchy and in Spain’s
last American colonies, Cuba and Puerto Rico.

PORTRAIT THREE

Simén Bolivar and the Problem of Equality

4+ THE SPANISH AMERICAN WARS OF INDEPENDENCE UNDERMINED
slavery in South America and led many free people of color to aspire to
the dismantling of the colonial legal handicaps that enforced inequality.
While revolutionary leaders were wary, they ultimately came to under-
stand that such challenges to the colonial order would help them to over-
throw Spanish rule. If Spain stood for slavery and legal discrimination,
then the independent republics of South America would represent liberty
and equality. But doubts persisted among the old colonial elite that now
aspired to control free republics. Among the skeptics was the most promi-
nent of the revolutionary leaders, the Venezuelan Simén Bolivar.

Bolivar was keenly attuned to how Spanish American societies had
changed because he found himself involved in the clash between the desire
for equality and mobility and the need for political and social order during
the battles against Spain and then in the postindependence effort to create
viable states. In 1816 Bolivar returned to the South American continent
after several years of exile in the Caribbean, where he had become an
abolitionist. While in Haiti, he promised his benefactor Alexandre Pétion
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that he would abolish slavery when he defeated Spain and achieved inde-
pendence. His major ally upon his return to Venezuela was the mulatto
general Manuel Piar, who had organized and trained effective forces in
the eastern regions of Venezuela around the Orinoco River. Here Bolivar
found the manpower and the regional base from which to begin the recon-
quest of his home and then to take war to the Spaniards in neighbor-
ing colonies. Despite their successes in the region, Bolivar and Piar soon
found themselves at odds for control of the revolution. Bolivar took deci-
sive action by having Piar arrested and executed for treason and insub-
ordination. What he feared was that Piar would lead the free population
of color against the white leadership, creating a pardocracia (rule by the
pardos), inspired by the ruler of Haiti and Bolivar’s erstwhile supporter,
Pétion. Justifying the execution, Bolivar denounced Piar “for proclaiming
the odious principles of race war.” A

After independence, Bolivar again confronted what he considered
an attempt to impose pardocracia, this time in Gran Celombia by the
general José Padilla. Padilla had risen from humble origins in Caribbean
Colombia and taken part in the epic struggles of the era, including naval
service for Spain at Trafalgar in 1805 (where the British admiral Nelson
destroyed the Spanish and French fleets). As Spanish authority began to
break down, he chose to serve the cause of independence in Cartagena and
Venezuela. He was in exile in Haiti with Bolivar and returned with him
to Venezuela in 1816, proving himself in numerous actions against the
Spaniards and loyalists, including the liberation of Cartagena in 1821. Yet
Padilla soon ran afoul of white elites who distrusted him for his origins
and his popularity among the pardos of Gran Colombia. Passed over for
the high offices he considered his due, he several times issued manifestoes
that denounced the machinations of white leaders. In 1824 he wrote to
the people of Cartagena that: “this is not the first attempt by my enemies,
the enemies of my class, to discredit me before the government, before
my fellow citizens, before the entire world; one can see right away, I don’t
belong to the old families, nor do I draw my origin from . . . the ferocious
Spaniards.” His vindication of his rights alarmed Bolivar, still fighting
in Peru to drive the Spaniards from their last South American redoubt.
To one of his allies, he wrote that Padilla and his admirers “want absolute
equality, in the public and domestic areas alike; and next they will want
pardocracia, which is their natural and unique propensity, in order to then
exterminate the privileged class.”s Though nothing came of the conflictin

Simin Bolfvar and the Problem of Equality 119

1824, when Padilla plotted with other military leaders to take control of
Cartagena, in 1828 Bolivar had him arrested and executed, while sending
into exile his white coconspirator, Francisco de Paula Santander. Bolfvar
admitted in letters that his actions spoke of a double standard for whites
and nonwhites: “what torments me even more is the just clamor with which
those of the class of Piar and Padilla will complain.”
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The Resurgence and Destruction of Slavery
in Cu})a, Puerto Rico, and Brazil

‘When we reached the beach, and stood on the sand, oh! how I
wished that the sand would open and swallow me up. My wretch-
edness I cannot describe. It was beyond description. The reader
may imagine, but anything like an outline of my feelings would
fall very short of the mark. . . . The next boat that was put to sea, I
was placed in; but God saw fit to spare me, perhaps for some good
purpose. I was then placed in that most horrible of all places,
THE SLAVE SHIP.

4 SOMETIME IN THE MID-1840S, THAT SLAVE SHIP TRANSPORTED
Mahommah Gardo Baquaqua from the great slave port of Ouidah (in pres-
ent day Benin) to Pernambuco in the Brazilian northeast, a route traversed
by hundreds of thousands of captives over the centuries. In Pernambuco

the local free population flocked to the newly arrived tumbeiro: “When a
 slaver comes in, the news spreads like wild-fire, and down come all those
that are interested in the arrival of the vessel with its cargo of living mer-
chandize.” Baquaqua’s master in Pernambuco was a baker who lived in
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the environs of Recife. He was one of five slaves owned by the family. His
immediate task was helping with the construction of a new house, hard
labor “such as none but slaves and horses are put to.”> -

Baquaqua was captured, enslaved, and then transported to Brazil in
the 1840s. His fate illustrates how, even as abolitionists suppressed the
slave traffic to some parts of the Americas and as revolutionary movements
wrecked slavery in Haiti and much of Spanish America, slavery and the
traffic became more entrenched in Latin America’s largest slave-holding
societies: Brazil and Cuba. Though all of the Spanish and Portuguese col-
onies relied upon slavery and the traffic, the major recipients of the trans-
atlantic trade in the Iberian world were these two countries. Together
they accounted for more than half of the 10.7 million captives disembarked
on American shores via the Middle Passage from the sixteenth century to
the nineteenth century, when the traffic was finally suppressed (in 1850 in
Brazil, 1867 in Cuba). The nineteenth century remained an era of fero-
cious slaving, with Brazil receiving over 2 million captives, Cuba more
than 700,000.3 :

The main impetus for the slave traffic from Ouidah and Angola to
Brazil continued to be the plantation economy, particularly the coffee
fazendas in the southeast (in the period 1826-1850 close to eight hun-
dred thousand slaves were disembarked in the southeast). However,
slave-holding was pervasive throughout Brazil’s economy and society.
That Baquaqua’s Pernambucan master was an artisan of modest fortune
hints at why the institution was so resilient in Brazil. Brazilians of limited
means could hope to enhance their wealth by buying and selling slaves
and exploiting their labor in a variety of ways. For example, the freed
African Antonio José Dutra became a slaveholder bécause slaves were
the form of property most within the reach of Brazil’s middling groups,
at least until the suppression of the slave traffic in 1850. Dutra went from
enslavement to slave-holding, owning some thirteen slaves whom he
employed in his barbershop and his musical band in Rio de Janeiro before
his death in 1849.4

Yet other elements of Baquaqua’s life story reveal that even as the
slave traffic continued to flow between Africa and the Americas, com-
mitment to abolition was rooted in many regions of the Atlantic world
and influenced Brazil and Cuba. The Pernambucan baker sold Baquaqua
to a Rio de Janeiro ship’s captain. On a voyage to the United States in
1847, abolitionists in New York City encouraged Baquaqua and other
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MAQUINAS DE MOLER.

FIGURE 10. Sugar mill, mid-nineteenth-century Cuba. The Cuban sugar
complex was more than a repetition of previous sugar booms in Jamaica
and Saint-Domingue because the productive capacity of Cuba’s sugar
haciendas far surpassed that of its Caribbean predecessots. Planters
harnessed cutting-edge technology to slave labor. This image from the Flor
de Cafia plantation depicts a steam-driven mill with horizontal rollers, both
significant improvements on earlier mills that had vertical rollers and were
driven by animals, wind, or water. Samuel Hazard, Cubz with Pen and Pencil
(London: Sampson Low, Marston, Low, and Seatle, 1873), 366.

slaves aboard ship to flee from their enslavement. The great emporium
was once a center of slave-holding, but the state of New York had abol-
ished slavery several decades earlier, as had many of the northern states.
Local judges ruled that Baquaqua was not legally entitled to flee from his
Brazilian master, but members of the Underground Railroad engineered
his escape from New York to Massachusetts and thence to Haiti. In Haiti
he joined American Free Baptists who were committed to spreading the
gospel and abolishing slavery, much like the British abolitionists of the
late eighteenth century. His involvement in those circles ultimately led
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him to journey to evangelical and abolitionist strongholds around the
Atlantic world, including the Canadian end of the Underground Railroad
in Chatham, and finally to Liverpool, Where he hoped to ﬁnd support for
a Christian mission to Africa.s

The conditions of the Atlantic economy encouraged the expansion of
the slave trade, the introduction of new technologies on Latin American
plantations, and the opening of vast hinterlands to plantation produc-
tion, but the currents of abolition and emancipation touched even those
places where slavery and the traffic in captives seemed most resilient. The
specter of the Haitian Revolution haunted plantation belts and port cit-
ies, the Royal Navy and the British government heightened pressure on

- those governments that protected the slave trade, slaves such as Baquaqua

fled their captivity or rebelled against it, and abolitionists like those in
New York City who encouraged the Brazilian slave to jump ship agitated
against slavery throughout Europe and the Americas. This simultaneous
apotheosis and vulnerability of Latin Arnencan slavery is the defining fea-
ture of its last century of existence.

FIGURE II. Sugar refining in Antigua, 1820s. William Clark,
Ten Views in the Island of Antigua (London: T. Clay, 1823).
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The Space and Scale of Nineteenth-Century Slavery

Slavery was a protean institution in Latin America. Enslaved men and
:;Emenl worked on great sugar, tobacco, coffee, and cotton plantations.
+ hey also labored on small farms or their own plots of land. They occu-

pied tl'le urban trades and provisioned urban markets. Some owned slaves
of their own. But in the nineteenth century,
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F16URE 13. Plan of a coffee plantation, Saint-Domingue, 1799 José
Mariano da Conceicao, O fazendeiro do Brazil (Lisbon, 1799). Courtesy
of the John Carter Brown Library at Brown University.

connected the sugar frontier to the Atlantic world. Opened in 1837, it was
the foundation for 2 railway network throughout the western and central
sugar regions that would carry sugar to the mills for grinding and the fin-
ished product to ports for export. Large estates could produce two or three
thousand tons of sugar annually in the mid-nineteenth century, compared

to three or four hundred a few decades earlier. Tn Brazil, coffee cultivation

was less reliant on technological innovation: land and labor remained the
main sources of investment. Nonetheless, railways introduced in the 1850s
and 1860s opened new southeastern territories to planting, expandi_ng the
Jimits of the slave plantation and confirming planters in their resistance
to abolition”? o
The greater size and capacity of the nineteenth-century plantation in
Cuba and Brazil had a harsh impact on the lives of the enslaved. Planters
bought more enslaved men and women, worked them harder, and poli;ed



FIGURE 14. A senzala (slave dwelling), Fazenda Pau D’alho, Sio José d
Barrel.ro, Sdo Paulo, Brazil. In the nineteenth century coffee ;ur ha Sg y
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The i
slave barracks demonstrate the heightened vigilance and surveillance on

the coffee fazendas. Photograph by Dale Tomich, used with his permission

th.elr movements more closely. The traffic in slaves from Africa grew until
midcentury despite British pressure to end the slave trade Ii the lat1
1850s and early 1860s Spanish and Cuban slavers used steanﬁsiai S to car .
huge cargoes of captives, as many as fifteen hundred in one vo ape §Wh o
the transatlantic traffic entered into crisis, Cuban and Brazi}lliai ' 1 -
turned to other sources. In Cuba traffic in indenturéd Chinese azf]z:rsf
from the 1840s to the 1870s brought more than one hundred thou r(;
unfree laborers to the island; there was also a trade in defeated Maya reslizls

from Yucatén in the 1860s. Puerto Rico lagged far behind Cuba in the
scale of its plantation complex. Nonetheless, when faced with the virtual
end of the traffic in slaves to the island in the 1840s, planters relied on the
colonial state to coerce nominally free peasants onto the large estates as
laborers. In Brazil an internal slave traffic decisively shifted the enslaved
population to the southeastern coffee regions. This process was already
under way before slave-trade abolition in 1850, as the overwhelming num-
ber of slaves disembarked in Brazil in the first half of the nineteenth cen-
tury landed in the southeast. Table 6 gives some indication of this shift
from older slave-holding centers in the north (Bahia, Pernambuco) to the
center and south (Rio de Janeiro, Minas Gerais, 530 Paulo).

Table 6. Slave population of Brazil, 1819 and 1872

1819 : 1872
North 606,251 ) 508,846
Center 375,855 752,013
South 125,283 ' : 249,947
Total ) 1,107,389 1,510,806

Source: Laird Bergad, The Comparative Histories of Slavery in Brazil, Cuba, and the United
States (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007), 120-21.

Abolitionists were dismayed at how slavery’s growth in Cuba and Bra-
sil eluded their intentions. In 1822 the British antislavery leader Thomas
Clarkson published a short tract against the African slave trade that was
quickly translated into Portuguese, Spanish, and French. The author
sounded a bitter and desperate note at the resilience of the traffic in Africa
and thence to the Americas: “The melancholy facts which we are going to
announce, have generally a reference to the slave-trade, as formerly car-
ried on by the English, yet they are applicable to the same trade as carried
on by any nation whatever. . . . Human nature is alike in all the countries
of the universe. The evils attendant upon it are not casual: they are insepa-
rable from the very nature of the traffic. Consider, that it is the demand
for any article which occasions it to be sold. In the present case, the article
consists of men, women, and children.”s

The abolitionists had gained a tremendous victory when Parliament
voted to abolish the traffic to the British colonies in 1807. Moreover, the gov-
ernment followed up on promises of more far-reaching action by negotiating



WILL other states to bring the traffic to a close, Initially,

it appeared that
these measures were having some success. The United S

tates banned the
trade in 1808. During the negotiations at the Congress of Vienna at the

end of the Napoleonic Wars in 1815, Britain brought other governments to

the table, including those with the most vested interests in perpetuating the
traffic: Spain and Portugal. But by the time Clarkson published his Cries of
Africa to the Inbabitants of Europe, it

was clear that those governmerts were
actively circumventing the treaties signed with Britain. Indeed, the traffe
to Cuba and Brazil would reach new heights in spite of formal commitments
to restricting or abolishing it. As Clarkson regretfully observed, the market
for enslaved people continued to f

ourish, propelled by the vast demand for
~ tropical commodities like Cuban sugar and Brazilian coffee.

Cuba: Capital of Spanish American Slav,ery
When the Spanish Crown dere
of the eighteenth century,
with more than 250 years
ing network and colonies o

gulated the slave trade to Cuba at the end
it did so in fits and starts, effectively breaking
of policy. Unlike Portugal with its vast trad-
n the African continent, Spain had no African
presence aside from small footholds across the Straits of Gibraltar. The
Crown had early on decided to farm out slave trading,
system of licenses granted to private individuals and th.
asientos sold, or conceded under duress,
in the eighteenth century to the British.
Crown decided that it needed to develop
Caribbean colonies to provide greater revenues that would pay for its
ongoing clashes with Britain. To that e

nd, it took gradual steps toward
developing the slave traffic under it own control. Such measures included

the acquisition from Portugal of the islands of Anabén and F: ernando Po in
the Gulf of Guinea. The hope was that the islands would serve as the kind
of trading forts used by the Portuguese, British, French,

to participate in the trade in captives on Africa’s we
a variety of

first through a
en through the
to foreign powers, most recently
After the Seven Years’ War, the
the plantation economies of its

and other powers
st coast. However, for
reasons this sort of regulated trading system did not develop
as planned. Instead, under intense lobbying from Havana, Spanish offi-
cials opened Cuba and other Caribbean colonies to a virtually free trade
in slaves in 1789. Spanish and creole traders could traffic directly with
the forts of rival powers in Africa or in neighboring Caribbean colonies

such as Jamaica, while foreign slavers could carry slaves to Havana. Spain

Ty ATV, Tty T

i der tremendous iliiitaly
i for centuries, but un . 4
d resisted such a system : : o s
E. zure from Britain and lobbying from colonial plar.lter‘sr,1 - 2; o
P”rf’*i d to the wealth promised by plantation production in
mitte
naller Caribbean islands. _ . e and they
vsmalll{avana planters led the charge in urging 'such reforf ;)lides el
Iy rewarded. Madrid implemented a wide arrgy ofp icles that
i plant ' i i rights and more 2
ure in their property rig o
1ade planters more sec ‘ : e
nkll oI;nmercial possibilities of the Atlantic economy. e
the o hteenth century Spanish and creole traders begin ° P -
froctty in 1 ' numbers
fil'ilrectigy in the traffic, carrying human caré;oes Zf v;s‘; . SlaV;S a8
i ich disembarke
i hip Moctezuma, whic
the Spanish slave s

10
_early nineteenth century.

i was widespread, both in

ition to the traffic, while overcome, . ot in

OPPSS.IUOSn ain. Events in the colony and the met_?opohs d;r;r—lfgl )

- in tlfe F1:ench occupation of the Iberian Peninsula (180 4
e to _

S p
g

e d a ban on the slave
. : constitution, debate g
sdiz, while drafting the new b i de Argiielles,
.Cafli:z,to the Americas. One deputy, the Spaniard AguStlljve tradi aboli-
U’; had spent time in England during the debates o 15 ddressed how
o 1})1t to take the debate even further; he PUbhily ad ontes over-
sou - adv
tion’r itfelf could be abolished. Havana’s pro-slave trace ¢ in 1811 as we
slave Zhese first stirrings of Spanish antislavery Sentlmenthe ues;ion .
- the Constitution of 1812 was eloquently muteﬂ;)n ontigue dto cir-
: c
laving and slavery, but pleas for suppression ‘of the traf i Ee o ateand
: late in the metropolis. Joseph Blanco Whl'?e, one (;)1_ I e
ers tent critics of the Spanish colonial reglme’fP . lsh ‘British Foreign
persistet . ile with assistance from the :
from his London exile . : it olitionist
tr?f(fi‘le tff;t co White was acquainted with the leading Brmsh. af Sparﬁsh’
s is writings into .
\?V' Hci:m Wilberforce, having sranslated some OflhIS Yfltlcl)lf;gj ections to the
: ' i to his
; the topic. Centra .
was also widely read on : uneo Park, who
I_ll:ve crade was the evidence presented by the expl?iretixivlmafhinatigns of
s : i d recounte
g t Africa and re
d extensively in Wes i . tract of 1814,
tilave':leternal and transoceanic traffics.” In his antlslge;)};n N
;16 1(Izlo White reserved especially harsh words for .thg U'Sh rle)aders ‘o put
axZgoroule defended the slave trade. He askfed hlshpiir?anlﬂies e
s0 ] om the :
] Africans torn tr i
lves in the place of the upation, they
;hemse Having just freed themselves from the French occup )
omes. : e .
must identify with captives victimized by wgrfar

knOW’



10 DOt 1orget that you too have seen foreigners set foot in your
homeland. Leave in peace that of others. Leave those unhappy
Africans the scarce portion of goods that Heaven has bestowed
on their land. Leave them in peace so that they can advance little
by little along the road of civilization. You should not treat them
worse than you would the beasts in the wilderness just because
they are poor. They are poor and ignorant. But the same blood
runs in their veins that runs in yours. The tears that their eyes
shed are just like yours. Like you, they are parents, children, and
siblings. Martyrs of Spanish patriotism! . . . From this day forward
stop the Spaniards from going to the coast of Africa to surpass in
cruelty.and injustice those invaders that destroyed your soul. You,
who know what it is to have them ripped from your homes by for-
eign soldiers, leave the father his children, the husband his wife.”>

More direct attacks came from within Cuban slave society. In spite
of the profound changes to the Spanish Antilles and the surrounding
Caribbean islands, there was strong continuity in many of the legal and
religious aspects of slavery in Cuba and Puerto Rico.’s Throughout the
nineteenth century, enslaved men and women purchased their freedom
and demanded the right to change owners once they were coartados. They
also continued to gather in religious and military associations with long
histories in the Caribbean. Free men of color served in pardo and moreno
militia units. Slaves gathered in the cabildos de naci6n, associations based
on African ethnic affiliations. The laws, customs, and forms of sociability
that had developed over the centuries clashed with the new rigors of the
plantation and the deregulated slave trade.

The friction between two different types of slave society sparked into
open rebellion in 1812 when Spanish authorities uncovered, and then sup-
pressed with great violence, an island-wide conspiracy of slaves and free
people of color intended to abolish slavery.*+ The leader of the aborted upris-
ing was José Antonio Aponte, a free man of color who served in the colonial
militia, like his father and grandfather before him, and who belonged to a
cabildo. The sociability protected in the militias and cabildos allowed con-
spirators, free and enslaved, to gather and to plan and communicate with
like-minded groups around the island. Though enslaved and free people
lived under different circumstances and had different interests, both suf-
fered increased discrimination and discipline during the plantation and
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of civilizing barbarous Africans by carrying them to Cuba and forcing
them to submit to the salutary labor of the plantation: “Black Africans are
the most indolent and lazy of all known people. But they become open
t0 work on the Antillean haciendas, and their creole children are truly
robust. . . . In the name of 2 well understood humanity, and to improve the
lot of these savages, wise legislators should not only compel them to work
but also facilitate and protect their conveyance to the gentle climate of
our Antilles.”*®
What Arango y Parrefio and O’Gavan requested of Madrid, they
received, at least in part. Spain offered protection for the slave trade, butin
exchange, especially after Spanish American independence, it demanded
greater political control and conformity. The slave traffic flowed unabated
to Cuba even though Spain signed a treaty with Britain that would bring
it to an end in 1820. It soon became clear to contemporaries that Madrid
had no intention of enforcing the treaty, as the volume of the traffic actu-
ally increased through the 1830s. Puerto Rico, too, tapped into the traffic
despite the treaty banning it. Though the traffic and the sugar plantations
grew to a new scale in both islands, the slave regimes of the last Spanish
colonies differed considerably. A glance at the populations of Cuba and
Puerto Rico quickly shows that slavery took root much more deeply in the

former (table 7).

_Table 7. Population of Puerto Rico and Cuba, 1800

Slave Free-Colored White Total
Puerto Rico 25,000 65,000 72,000 162,000
Cuba 212,000 114,000 " 274,000 600,000

Source: George Reid Andrews, Afro-Latin America, 1800~2000 (New York: Oxford

University Press, 2004), 41.

: Cuba and Puerto Rico remained Spanish colonies for the rest of the
nineteenth century, in no small part because of the slave trade and the
great wealth that flowed from Antillean plantations. After the Spanish
American revolutions, Spanish investors and merchants descended upon
Cuba in particular, now the focus of Spain’s much reduced American
empire. To the displeasure of creole elites who wanted to direct the local
economy, the Spanish immigrants, such as the Basque Julidn Zulueta, came
to dominate credit and slaving on the island. They also turned to planting
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that the Spanish government considered enemies and grave threats: Haiti,
the British West Indies, and the United States.

The actions and intentions of independent Haiti always preoccu-
pied Spanish officials. In the 1830s Spain finally made a lasting transi-
tion to constitutional government after the death of the hated monarch
Ferdinand VIL In earlier constitutional eras, 1810-1814 and 1820-1823,
Spain had extended new political rights to the colonies. This time, in con-
trast, Spanish politicians decided to rule the remaining colonies with an
iron fist. They voted to expel from the new parliament the Cuban and
Puerto Rican deputies until “special laws” applicable to the colonies could
be drafted (more on this below). In the meantime, the Spanish captain
general of the colony would assume almost unlimited authority. One of
the rationales given for this drastic move was the possibility of a slave
rebellion like the Haitian Revolution taking place in Cuba. Until well into
the nineteenth century, Spanish officials in Havana and San Juan passed
rumors back to Madrid about suspected invasions from Haiti. Related to
the fear of Haiti was the specter of “Africanization” conjured by Spanish

officials and by some Cuban critics of the slave trade. Haiti thus served not

anly as a symbol of emancipation for some Cubans but also as a pretext for
fierce political repression.*

Events in the British Empire also echoed in the Spanish Antilles.
The British government sought to terminate the slave trade to Cuba and
Puerto Rico through bilateral treaties, naval patrols, and mixed courts
in the Caribbean. Spanish governments signed treaties with Great Brit-
ain banning the trade in 1817, 1835, and 1845, though they consistently
turned a blind eye toward the burgeoning contraband trade to both
islands. British pressure could bring Madrid’s officials to the bargaining
table, but it could not convince them to act decisively to close the trade.””
In spite of this complicity, officials and planters feared that the Spanish
government would capitulate to British demands, not only banning the
trade but also freeing the thousands of slaves illegally imported into the
colonies. Such rumors raged in the metropolis and colonies in the early
1850s after the British took preemptive action, using its full naval might,
to suppress the Brazilian trade.**

The abolition of slavery in the British West Indies between 1834 and
1838 was also cause for concern in Cuba and Puerto Rico. Planters and
officials worried about abolitionist provocateurs infiltrating the colonies.
For instance, in 1837 the Spanish consul in Kingston, Jamaica, reported



to Madrid that antislavery activists “are trying to send some agents from
their seat here to the province of Cuba (I fear that some might already be
there) with the end of trying to induce the blacks to-stage an uprising.”
Ominous reports also arrived periodically from Spanish representativesin
the United States about abolitionist and independence plots.

Finally, Spaniards and Antilleans felt the looming presence of the
United States. Though the persistence of slavery in the United States pro-
vided ideological and political cover for Spain and its Caribbean colonies,
the ambitions of southern slaveholders to annex Cuba as a slave state was
yet another regional menace. In the 1840s and 1850s southern filibus-
ters launched raids on Cuba and other Caribbean islands. In the 18505
rumors spread through Cuba and Puerto Rico that five thousand armed
men were departing the United States for Santo Domingo. According to
reports from San Juan and Havana, once they availed themselves of Santo
Domingo and its secure deepwater harbor at Samang Bay, they would eas-
ily take Cuba and Puerto Rico. -

Threats to the colonial order came not only from neighbors but also
from within the colonies, Apologists like Arango y Parrefio and O’Gavan
glossed over the nature of the emerging plantation complex by heralding
the wisdom of Spanish laws and congratulating themselves for evange-
lizing and civilizing barbarous Africans. The reality was quite differ-
ent. Cuban planters resisted the state’s efforts to impose new slave codes
meant to mitigate the violence of plantation slavery. They sought to
reserve justice to themselves as they pressed their slaves into the brutal
work conditions of the sugar mills. Like Saint-Domingue and Jamaica
in the eighteenth century, Cuba became a slave society marked by great
unrest and appalling violence. Homicides and suicides increased during
the nineteenth century as some slaves took matters into their own hands,
either by killing their tormentors or by seeking release from their suffer-
ing on the plantation. While some planters diagnosed suicide as a symp-
tom of African barbarism, less disingenuous observers such as the count
of Villanueva, a powerful planter and official, admitted that “their state
of servitude should be considered as the main cause of their suicides.”

More organized acts of defiance also took place. The Aponte rebellion of
1812 was but the tip of the iceberg. Smaller uprisings on plantations, often
led by African-born slaves, became a feature of the colonial landscape. So
did more widespread conspiracies like that of Aponte. In 1844 officials
uncovered a plot, known later as the Conspiracy of La Escalera, among
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free blacks, slaves, and British abolitionists, the goal of which was to ab9l-
ish slavery and create a free country under British protection: Spanish
officials suppressed the conspiracy in spectacular and brutal fashion, trau-
matizing colonial society.?s ‘

The contentiousness of plantation society was not lost on Spanish gov-
ernors. In this regional and internal context, the Spanish state opted to
clamp down on its Caribbean colonies. Even as Spanish political leaders
consolidated constitutional government in the metropole in the 1830s, they
erected a regime based on extraordinary military rule in Cuba a):’ld Puerto
Rico. After the independence of the great majority of the Arnerlc.an co%o—
nies, Spanish leaders were in no mood to make political compromises with
ereoles in Cuba and Puerto Rico. Justifying their decision to deny the col-
onies elected representation and constitutional rights by reference to the
threat of slave rebellion, invasion, and other forms of foreign subversion ar.ld
internal rebellion, Spanish political leaders gradually formulated a colonial
regime characterized by “centralization of [militar.y] (.:om‘mand, absence
of political representation, and degradation of the institutions of the late
imperial period.”*S Despotic rule nonetheless appeased some .sectors of the
colonial elite because of the economic trade-offs: with Spanish rule came
the continuation of the slave trade in the face of British demands to end it.

Brazil and the South Atlantic

Brazilian slave society differed from Antillean because the slave trade had
been entrenched since the sixteenth century and because Brazil’s planter
class was the ruling class of an independent state. Brazilian independe?nce
was a far less conflictive process than the getting of independence in neigh-
boring South American countries such as Vengzuela, Argent'ina, ‘and Peru.
The arrival of the royal family in Rio de Janeiro in 1808, in ﬂ1g1.1t from
the invading armies of Napoleon and under British protection, signaled
a major shift in Portuguese rule. Brazil was now the. center of a global
empire. Rio’s new status as the home of the Court st.1mulated trade and
the export of slave-produced goods. When a revolutionary governmex.lt
in Lisbon insisted that the monarchy return to Europe in 1821, the heir
to the Braganza throne, Dom Pedro, made a pact with colonial elites and
broke from Portugal in 1822 with minimal use of force. .

The independent Brazilian monarchy consolidated economic and
social trends at work in the later stages of Portuguese rule. An important



consequence of the Court’s arrival in 1808 was the conversion of Rio into
a major center of urban slavery. In 1799 slaves made up slightly mere
than one third of the city’s population: 14,086 out of a total population of
43,376. On the eve of independence in 1821 slaves were almost half of the
much larger total population of Rio and its environs: 40,376 out of 86,323,
Rie was also a very African city: in 1832, 73.3 percent of enslaved people
were from Africa; in 1849, 66.4 percent.””

The traffic in slaves to other regions in Brazil\increased during the
last days of Portuguese rule and the early years of independence. In
1810 and 1815 Portugal signed treaties with its protector, Britain, plac-
ing limits on the traffic and calling for its eventual demise. In the short
term, the Portuguese agreed to limit slaving to their possessions south
of the equator, keeping alive the longtime connection between Brazil
and Angola but shutting down operations from the Bight of Benin, the
source of hundreds of thousands of enslaved Africans destined for Bahia
in the northeast. After independence, the Brazilians not only kept alive
the Angola connection but also rejuvenated the traffic from Ouidah on
the Bight of Benin.

Bahian merchants had established their dominance in this African
region since the early eighteenth century. In the nineteenth century the
Bahian-born trader Francisco Félix de Souza, resident in Africa since 1804,
reopened the traffic from Ouidah to his native region, which was undergo-
ing a short-lived resurgence in sugar production. Moreover, he founded a
new quarter in the city of Ouidah called Brazil, home to his extensive fam-
ily and to other Brazilian-born merchants and ships’ captains. Ouidal’s
Brazil neighborhood bordered on another district, Maro, home to dozens
of Brazilian slaves forcibly returned to Africa after the suppression of a
Muslim-led rebellion in Bahia in 1835. Other enslaved and freed Brazilians
sojourned in Africa in this era. One such traveler was Rufino José Maria, a
Mile, the Brazilian term for Muslim Yorubas. Rufino most likely arrived
in Brazil as a captive shortly after independence. By the 1830s he was a
free man crisscrossing the Atlantic as a sailor and trader on slavers such
as the Paula and the Sio Fosé that regularly voyaged to Angola in search of
human cargo. On one of Rufino’s voyages, aboard the Ermelinda, the ship
was detained by a British patrol and taken to Sierra Leone, where Rufino
settled for several years before returning to Brazil 8

The careers of de Souza and Rufino indicate that Brazil’s intimate
connection to Africa was uninterrupted by independence. Even as a
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colony, Brazil had carried on much of this traffic outside Portuguese con-
trol. What would change after independence was that t}.le local plan»ter
class would assume greater political control over their own. affairs.
Moreover, the weight and direction of the slave trafﬁf: would s}.uft from
the northeastern sugar regions and the mines of Minas Gerais to the
southeastern coffee plantations, as coffee supplanted sugar, gold, and
diamonds as the most lucrative export. In 1820, on the eve of 1ndep'en—‘
dence, 539,000 arrobas of coffee were exported thljough Rio d.e ]anfir.(z,
by 1859-1860, 10,606,394 arrobas passed thrqugh le) to Atlantli) marf;: s
(the Brazilian arroba equaled 31.7 pounds). The price fetched by coffee
increased significantly during that time.*® . )
e 'll?}izegreat cgoffee bar}(;ns of Rio de Janeiro, Minas Gerals,. and Sio
Paulo were the political stalwarts of the independent slave-holding state,
though there were moments of conflict between planters and the monar(;
chy. The most profound came in 1831 when the emperor Pedro I move
to enforce an earlier agreement with Britain that would squeeze the slave



FIf;URE 18. Barbers, Rio de Janeiro, nineteenth century. After the
arrival of the Portuguese Court in 1808, Rio de Janeiro’s .po ulatio
surged. Slaves and freed people continued to ] many sectof‘)s of th:

urban economy. Jean Baptiste Debret, Voyage pittoresque et bistorigue au
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Pajﬁc,l’one of' the pillars of the new regime carried over from the old
;d ro I's acquiescence threw Brazil into a temporary crisis. When Pedro
abdicated his throne in favor of his young son and a regency government
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he Court loosened its control over the vast Brazilian periphery. What

ensued was a decade of turmoil that witnessed numerous revolts agaj
Fhe cel}tral' authority in Rio. Slave uprisings, especially the Muslim f;r:mit
in Bahia i?1 1835, also challenged the dominant order. In response, a I‘lr:;
conservative party took shape in the southeastern coffee zones ’of Ri
fie Janeiro and Sio Paulo, dedicated to restoring the monarchy’s auth :
ity and defending the slave trade in the face of British pressu};e agt :}:-
1840s tl.le conservative political group called the saguaremas (na;ne}(; foe-
a town in the coffee regions of Rio de Janeiro province) forged a ne\;

FIGURE 19. Senzalas (slave quarters), Fazenda Sio Luis, Vassouras, Brazil.

partnership with the young emperor Pedro IT (r. 1831-1889) upon the
pillars of centralized political authority and defense of the slave trade
and of slavery.3°

One pillar of the new order was shakier than the others: the slave
trade. Though Pedro I had sought to assuage Britain, the Brazilian gov-
ernment that succeeded him allowed the traffic to flourish; between 1826
and 1850 the various plantation regions of Brazil combined to import more
than one million slaves. Some diehard saquaremas went so far as to advo-
cate openly cancelling the agreement with Britain. In the face of Brazilian
defiance, hardened with the ascendancy of Pedro I and the conservatives,
the Royal Navy decided to apply decisive force against slavers. In 1850
British warships entered Brazilian ports such as Santos and Cabo Frio,
where they bombarded, captured, and burnt ships outfitted for slaving
voyages. Brazilian shore batteries were impotent in the face of Britain’s
superior firepower. These actions provoked an immediate response from
the Brazilian monarchy and Council of State. Weighing its options, the
council decided that the lesser evil was to pass an effective law prohibiting
the slave trade so as to preserve national sovereignty in the face of British
aggression. Within a few days the Chamber of Deputiés and then the
Senate passed a new law with teeth in it for the suppression of the traffic.
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The abolition of the slave trade transformed the dynamics of Brazilian
slavery, but it did not strike a fatal blow against the great planters of the
southeast. They were able to adapt, much like their North American coun-
terparts, by opening an internal traffic that sent slaves from declining or
stagnant regions such as the northeast to the expanding coffee zones in
Rio de Janeiro and Sdo Paulo. While they experimented with free labor
and pondered the viability of mass immigration of Asian and European
workers, the southeastern planters stubbornly clung to slaves as the core
of their labor force until abolition.>* ‘

Middling property owners like Antonio José Dutra, the freed African-
born slave who established himself in Rio as a barber, musician, and slave-
holder, saw their interests and possibilities most damaged by the traffic’s
suppression. While the traffic from Africa remained open, slaves represented
the most accessible form of property in the Brazilian economy: “Slavery
was truly ubiquitous in Brazilian life in the early nineteenth century: slaves
made up nearly half of Rio’s population, and nearly all wealthholders partici-
pated in slaveholding.” After abolition, the price of slaves in Brazil steadily
increased, ultimately pushing middling owners like Dutra out of the mar-
ket. Slave-holding thus became more concentrated within Brazilian society
and more regionally concentrated in the southeastern coffee sector.33

Slaves, Free Peo»ple,' and Co_nstitutions

Dutra’s world illustrates one of the key characteristics not only of Bra-
silian but also of Antillean slave society: the large free population. In
Brazil, Cuba, and Puerto Rico, the enslaved might gain their freedom
through self-purchase or manumission. This system had thrived for cen-

 turies. However, the equilibrium between slavery and freedom in Cuba

and Puerto Rico differed from that in Brazil. In the latter, the free black
population had grown in tandem with a large slave population, which was
constantly replenished through the south Atlantic slave trade. In Cuba and
Puerto Rico, in contrast, the large-scale slave trade was a relatively recent
phenomenon. The trade and the rigors of the expanding sugar plantations
clashed with the kind of slave societies that had grown in the islands since
the sixteenth century. The tension between slavery and freedom was per-
haps greater in the Spanish Antilles than it was in Brazil.34
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liberated from slavery would thus find some inclusion within the fledg-
ling state, though wealth and property remained qualifications for the full
exercise of political rights. _
~ During the revolutionary era, the Portuguese Court had avoided the
fate of its Spanish counterpart by fleeing the Iberian Peninsula under
British protection and reestablishing itself in Rio de Janeiro. With the
imperial center now located in the Americas, the Portuguese were espe-
cially sensitive to events in the neighboring Spanish American colonies.
They were also well aware of the constitutional debates taking place in
Cidiz. Indeed, when the Lisbon Cortes met in 1821 and 1822 to remake
the Portuguese domains as a constitutional monarchy, it borrowed heavily
from Spain’s 1812 constitution.}® However, in this foundational moment
the Portuguese and Brazilian divergence from Spanish attitudes toward
the enslaved and free blacks was striking. Portuguese deputies proposed
duplicating the measures from the Constitution of Cadiz that openly dis-
criminated against large sectors of the colonial populace. They met with
strong resistance from Brazilian deputies who insisted that banning the
free Brazilian-born population from the exercise of political rights would
lead to significant unrest in the colony. Ultimately the Portuguese deferred
to the Brazilians. Soon thereafter Dom Pedro led the break from Portugal
and oversaw the drafting of the Brazilian constitution. Once more defend-
ers of enfranchisement carried the day.

Brazilian framers were not necessarily more egalitarian than their
Spanish counterparts. They were responding to a distinct colonial reality
and adapting it to the new regime. Colonial Brazil differed from colonial
Spanish America in that it had a direct link to Africa, especially Angola,
via the slave trade and other commercial networks over the centuries. The
‘traffic to Brazil was thus more constant and more voluminous. Historians
have argued that the counterpart to the constant traffic in slaves was a
steady reliance on alforria, manumission or self-purchase, as a means of
maintaining social equilibrium in the colony. Not only did Brazil have a

huge enslaved population, but it also had a huge and growing free black
and mulatto population. Such was the system that Brazilian political lead-
ers sought to protect after independence: stalwart commitment to the slave
trade and to slavery coupled with a modest policy of alforria and political
-and economic inclusion among the free population. Ironically, then, com-
mitment to broader political rights in Brazil derived in part from a staunch

pro-slavery and pro-traffic ideology.’?



Abolition

If slavery was so firmly entrenched in the economic, social, and political
o?de:rs of these nineteenth-century Latin American slave s,ocietiI:es h
did it finally come to an end? Unlike the United States, where civi’l v:W
destroyed slavery suddenly, in Brazil and the Spanish Antilles abolitici:
was a gradual, tortuous process. Multiple antislavery initiatives involy-
ing :ftr.med uprisings, legislation, and the actions of enslaved people and
.abohtlonists chipped away at the rambling but sturdy edifice ofilaver
in Brazil and the Spanish Antilles. The governments and the bi Ianty
ers used delaying tactics as best they could so that enslaved labof goulc;

rema .
main at .the' core of the plantation. But broad mobilization against slav-
ery would ultimately force them to relent (see table 8).

. : . .
4BLE 8. Benchmarks in the abolition process, Spanish colonies and Brazil

1868 1Ethr_isir.l_g for independence takes root in Cuba’s eastern provinces (i-e., outside
1;7 major plantatlpn and population centers). The war would continu:: unil ”
8. Leaders of the rebellion abolish slavery in the regions they control.

1870 Moret Law passed in Spain. Gradual measure affecting Cuban and Puerto Rican

slavery: frees those born to enslaved mothers but bj i
adulthood. Frees those age sixty and over. e b binds them 1o overs undl

1871 Rio Branco Law passed in Brazil. Simi
S . Similar to the M
to enslaved mothers, also binding them to owners.oret v Frees those born

1873 Spanish Cortes abolishes Puerto Rican slavery. Libertos (freed slaves) required

to sign three-year contracts with former owners,

1878 The Pact of Zanjén brin i
: gs to an end the war in Cuba. One of
emancipates those slaves who fought in the separatist insIL::gOen‘;hy(.3 e

1880 Patronato system promulgated by Spanish government. Cuban slaveholders

now called patronos, still entitled to lab ;
oy doadline o el aboh'ii on(? abor of patrocinados (the enslaved). Sets 1888

1885 Saraiva‘—Co-tegipe Law in Brazil liberates the elderly (sixty-five and over)
1886 Definitive abolition of Cuban slavery.

1888 Princess Isabel, regent of Brazil, signs the Golden Law, abolishing slavery.

The decade of the 1860s was the turning point for Antillean slav-
ery. 'Th.e U.S. Civil War and slave emancipation, along with a renewed
Brlt.lsh %nitiative against the slave trade, forced the Spanish government io
begin tinkering with the colonial regime. Most importantly, discussions
of slavery’s fate commenced. The Spanish Abolitionist Societ,y, composed

mostly of Puerto Rican and Spanish liberals and republicans, organized
in Madrid. The government definitively banned the slave trade in 1867.
It also convened a body of Spanish and Antillean experts to deliberate on
the amelioration and gradual abolition of slavery. At the time, the slave
populations of the two islands differed significantly: that of Cuba was over
370,000, that of Puerto Rico around 40,000.3°

The most disruptive events occurred in 1868—the outbreak of revolu-
tion in Spain, Cuba, and Puerto Rico. Like the French invasion of Spain in
1808, the political tumult of 1868 initiated a period of unrest and uncer-
tainty that tested the strong commitment to colonial slavery. The most
central of these in shaping the fate of colonial slavery was the Cuban upris-
ing in the island’s eastern end. Slavery’s fate came to the fore because of

‘warfare, as in the Spanish American revolutions. Once again the Spanish

government sought to protect the interests of slaveholders, even as it initi-
ated abolition, while the independence movement soon turned against slav-
ery, in no small patt because of the support it received from the enslaved in
the regions where it was active. Led by slaveholders on the margins of the
colonial regime, the rebellion had the unintended effect of crippling slav-
ery because slaves fled from their masters to the insurgency. The language
of national liberation became entwined with the idea of liberation from

“slavery. Ultimately, the rebel leadership capitulated to facts on the ground

and declared slavery abolished in its territories soon after the uprising.
Developments in the colonies had an impact on metropolitan politics.
Under a new constitutional monarchy (the Bourbon monarch Isabel II
had fled into exile after the 1868 revolution) led by liberals and republi-
cans after decades of conservative dominance, the Spanish government
formulated a gradual emancipation law, the Moret Law of 1870, named
for Segismundo Moret y Prendergast, the minister of overseas provinces.

" Moret sought to assuage the concerns of Antillean planters, the military,

and metropolitan merchants and producers with vested interests in the
colonial market. The law liberated all children born to enslaved women
but tempered their freedom by binding them to their mother’s owner until
they reached adulthood. It also liberated the elderly (those sixty and over)
and sought to curb excessive corporal punishment.+

Resistance and criticism were immediately forthcoming. Public dem-
onstrations in Spanish cities denounced the government for catering to the

" interests of the Antillean planter class rather than to the enslaved workers

of Cuba and Puerto Rico. A report from an antislavery demonstration in



Seville in 1873 showed the jubilation at these new challenges to the Cuban
and Spanish defenders of slavery. Among those carrying banners bearing
antislavery slogans was a black man who “was hailed by a black woman
from a balcony. She asked for liberty for her race. The black man answered
her, waving his banner. Energetic and frantic applause and cries of long
live liberty for the slaves interrupted his sentences.”*

The Spanish Abolitionist Society attacked the Moret Law as timid,
unjust, and impolitic. The abolitionists argued that immediate abolition
would undercut the Cuban uprising by winning the loyalty of the enslaved
population. They also believed that immediate abolition was in the best
interest of the Antillean and Spanish economies. Diehard economic liber-
als in the society held that once true market relations and individual lib-
erty were introduced in the colonies, wealth would expand significantly.
Citing the examples of emancipation in other New World settings, they
argued, somewhat misleadingly, that only such radical action would averta
crisis in the Antillean economies. Puerto Rican abolitionists were instru-
mental in developing this argument in cooperation with doctrinaire lib-
erals in Spain. With slavery declining on the island, many reformers, and
some planters, believed that abolition with indemnification would benefit
the plantation sector.

In contrast, Cuban slavery continued to thrive and planters there
remained defiant. For Cuban planters, the Moret Law was a grave threat
to their property and to the productivity of their plantations. Like planters
in the Brazilian southeast, they clung to a core slave labor force until the
final moment of abolition. Laird Bergad has shown that one effect of the
Moret Law, which freed tens of thousands of slaves on both islands, was
to concentrate enslaved workers in the most productive sugar-producing
regions of Cuba. Astrid Cubano-Iguina has shown a similar dynamic at
work in Puerto Rico, where planters were generally more amenable to
some form of compensated abolition. The arch-conservative planter José
Ramén Ferndndez opened perhaps the largest sugar plantation in the col-
ony in the environs of Manati in. the 1850s. He fought bitterly against the
abolitionists through the 1860s and 1870s while he continued to buy slaves
to work on his Hacienda Esperanza.+*

In Puerto Rico, such planter resistance was less successful. Indeed,
slaves on the Hacienda Esperanza found allies among Puerto Rican abo-
litionists, who encouraged them to flee or helped them secure freedom
through legal means.#3 Moreover, the Spanish Abolitionist Society and
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its political allies were more inclined to attack Puerto Rican slavery head
on because the total slave population was so much smaller than Cuba’s. In
1873 the Spanish Cortes passed an abolition law that freed the more than
twenty thousand men and women who remained enslaved in Puerto Rico.
However, conservative opponents did succeed in throwing up one more
hurdle to freedom. The libertos (freed slaves) of Puerto Rico were legally
required to work for their former masters for-an additional three years.

In Cuba, the path to abolition was longer and more treacherous. When
the Spanish general Arsenio Martinez Campos negotiated a peace agree-
ment with the independence movement after ten years of warfare, the Pact
of Zanjén, he recognized the emancipation of slaves who had joined the
rebel ranks. But during the war the Spanish military had successfully con-
trolled the western and central regions, home to the vast majority of the
plantations and the enslaved men and women who toiled on them. In 1880
the metropolitan government passed a new law that abolished slavery in
name but upheld it in practice. Beginning in that year, slaveholders were
to be called patronos and their slaves patrocinados. Implied in this language
was the idea of protection rather than domination. In reality, the new sys-
tem, called the patronato, maintained prerogatives tradltlonally exercised
by slaveholders including the right to use corporal punishment and to sell
their patrocinados (see figures 1 and 2). This measure was another con-
cession to the big sugar planters who were determined to hold onto their
enslaved workers. '

Yet the new regime did include some significant innovations that
proved to be “a set of weapons with which those patrocinados willing and
able to press their claims could attack their masters.”+* Among these were
a firm date for abolition in eight years, quotas that liberated a large per-
centage of patrocinados beginning in 1884, the right of patrocinados over
eighteen to receive stipends for their labor, measures to ensure the integ-
rity of families and proper supply of food and clothing, education and pro-
vision for freed children, and an enhanced process of self-purchase. The
government also established greater oversight of its own rules, weakening
the usual predominance of the slaveholder. Moreover, once the rebellion
came to an énd in 1878, abolitionist sentiment spread among sectors of
colonial society that were eager to make the full transition to free labor
and to help patrocinados take advantage of their new protections.

In this transformed legal and political setting, many patrocinados
pushed hard to liberate themselves and their families. Of the 113,887



patrocinados, some 13,003 (11 percent) achieved freedom by indemnifying
their patrono; 7,423 (7 percent) gained their liberation when oversight jun-
tas ruled that their patronos were not living up to the measures prescribed
by the patronato. In other words, enslaved people hastened their liberation
by buying their way out of the patronato or by denouncing their patrono
for violation of the 1880 law. This latter tactic was used by twenty-nine
patrocinados who in 1881 denounced the plantation owner for failing to
pay them their stipend. When he responded that he had given them credit
at the plantation store, they answered that they paid for their own goods
by bartering with the storekeeper. Ultimately the junta in Havana sided
with the patrocinados and ordered them freed.ss So effective were these
initiatives that in 1886 the government abolished the patronato, two years
before it was set to expire. Latin American slavery was now limited to one
country: Brazil.

As in most Latin American countries, war disrupted the stability and
legitimacy of slavery in Brazil. During the Paraguayan War that pitted
Brazil, Uruguay, and Argentina against Paraguay between 1864 and 1870,

. several thousand slaves were freed for fighting for the Brazilian army
when the government purchased them from their owners. There were
also some runaways who found shelter in the army.*S Nonetheless, poli-
tics, not warfare, were paramount in ending Brazilian slavery. Though the
southeastern planters adapted successfully to the Atlantic trade’s suppres-
sion, they faced a serious challenge from an unsuspected quarter: Pedro IT,
the emperor whose throne they had strengthened. In response to the war,
emancipation in the United States, and the Spanish government’s tentative
first steps toward abolition, the emperor undertook a campaign within the
corridors of power to begin an emancipation process in Brazil. Through
parliamentary maneuvering, Dom Pedro succeeded in securing the Rio
Branco Law of 1871, a free womb law that resembled in many ways the
Moret Law of 1870, though it did not liberate the elderly as the Spanish
law did.+7 A

The resemblance was no coincidence. The Brazilian government
closely followed the emancipation process in Cuba and Puerto Rico, Its
representative in Madrid regularly dispatched copies of Spanish laws and
debates as well as summaries of the latest news from the Antilles. These

would come to include the Moret Law (which was also debated actively in
learned and political circles in provincial capitals such as Pernambuco),
the law abolishing slavery in Puerto Rico in 1873, and information about

the traffic in indentured Chinese workers that flourished in Cuba from the
1840s to the 1870s.48 ' :

Once again, however, Brazilian planters effectively Qour}tered the
measure despite being overridden by the emperor. The Rio Branco
Law gave slaveholders the choice of reserving for themselves the labor
of those children until they reached adulthood or turning them over
to the imperial government when they reached the age of eig}.lt. The
government would then assume responsibility for their educauon. and
compensate the owner. Historians have found that they overwhelmingly
opted for the first choice. By 1884 the government reported that of the
363,307 children registered as free, only 113 were in the care of the state.
Those born free by the letter of the law found themselves bound to slave-
‘holders in practice.#? . '

The futility of the Rio Branco Law and the 1885 Saraiva-Cotegipe
Law that would free the elderly but strengthened certain slaveholder
prerogatives ultimately provoked a widespread antislavery movement in
Brazil, one instigated not by the monarchy but by frustrated ens%aved
people, politicians, plfofessionals, and artisans in citi‘es suc.h as Rl(.) de
Janeiro, Sdo Paulo, and Santos. Local governments in regions perlpb—
eral to the slave economy, such as Cear4, also took matters into their
“own hands when it became clear that conservative politicians in Rio and
southeastern planters were more than able to thwart abolition. The diag-
nosis of the most prominent abolitionist, Joaquim Nabuco,.son of an

eminent politician from Pernambuco and himself a rising star in thej cap-
ital, points to the sense of betrayal and distrust felt by many Br&llz1hans
after the obvious failures of the Rio Branco Law to make serious inroads

against slavery:

Since the law of September 28, 1871, was passed, the Brazilian
government has been trying to make the world believe that slav-
ery has ended in Brazil. Our propaganda has tried to spljead to
other countries the belief that the slaves were being freed in con-
siderable numbers, and that the children of the slaves were being
born entirely free. . ..

The Brazilian people, however, understand the entire matter.
They know that after the passage of the law of September 28 the
life of the slaves did not change, except for those few who man-
aged to redeem themselves by begging for their freedom.s°



FIGURE 21. Sign from an immigrant hostel, Sio Paulo, Brazil. Although
B-razﬂ.lan government and business leaders had sounded the idea of large-scale
immigration of free laborers since independence, only with the approachin
demise of slavery did serious efforts at recruitment, carried out by variousg
bran.ches of government and by private organizations, get underway. Workers
In turn, were less than eager to migrate to a society where slavery, and '
therefore the legal possession and abuse of labor, was still in place. ’But as
slavery came to an end, the floodgates to Sio Paulo and other parts of Brazil
were opened. In total, from 1882 to 1934 more than 2.3 million immigrants
came to S3o Paulo, mostly from southern Europe but also from Asia. Cuba
t0o, became a site of mass migration, largely from Spain. Between 1880 anc’l
1930 approximately one million Spaniards immigrated to the island. There was
also significant intra-Caribbean immigration in the early twentieth century. ]
One goal among planters and other employers in encouraging immigration W-as
to flood the labor market to keep down wages. Photograph by the author.

Spurred by skepticism concerning the government’s intentions, dif-
fere_nt groups and governments throughout the Brazilian Empire worked
against slavery. Many cities had private emancipation funds, such as the
Em-anc1padora of Sio Paulo, that purchased the freedom of slaves from
their owners. Also in Sdo Paulo, Luiz Gama, a rdbulz (a type of attor-
ney) who was sold as a child into slavery by his own Portuguese father,

specialized in winning the freedom of people illegally enslaved according
to the terms of the anti-slave-trade agreement with Britain. Before his
death in 1882 he helped liberate more than five hundred enslaved people.
By the 1880s these small-scale efforts to liberate some slaves were coalesc-
ing to undermine slavery as a whole. By that time, such an attack was nec-
essarily aimed at the southeastern coffee plantations where the internal
traffic had concentrated the vast majority of the empire’s slaves.*

The planters were sensitive to their isolation and took some measures
to counter it. They sought to increase their policing power by deputizing
the military, but the army refused to cooperate. Even though they had
aggressively traded with other Brazilian provinces since the ban on the
transatlantic traffic in 1850, they sponsored legislation banning the inter-
nal trade so as to preserve significant slave populations, and thus slave-
holding interests, in other provinces. Some also promoted immigration
from Europe as a way of recruiting new workers once slavery came to an
end, though it was only when slavery was finally abolished that European
immigrants started arriving in significant numbers.s*

These maneuvers failed to win allies or to impede the increasingly
confrontational tactics of the abolitionists and slaves. Ceard and other
peripheral provinces abolished slavery within their borders. Abolitionists
in the core regions undertook more aggressive actions, especially those
based in Sdo Paulo and Santos. Leaders such as Ant6nio Bento organized
raids on coffee plantations, the goal of which was to encourage mass flight
by slaves. Slaves led by the abolitionists escaped on foot or by rail to the
cities so that the quilombos of Santos and Rio de Janeiro swelled. The qui-
lombo in the Rio neighborhood of Leblon became famous as a site of aboli-
tionism. The main product of the local economy was the camellia, known
as the camélia da liberdade (the camellia of liberty), a symbol and secret
password for abolitionists in the southeast that joined opponents of slav-
ery across the social spectrum, from the runaways of Leblon to Princess
Isabel, daughter of the emperor, who was known to wear them at public
events. Increasingly isolated and faced with unrelenting civil disobedience
by abolitionists and the enslaved, the conservatives of Sdo Paulo finally
relented as Princess Isabel, regent of Brazil while her father, Dom Pedro,
was absent from the country, signed the Golden Law of 1888 that brought
Brazilian slavery to an end.53

In both Brazil and Cuba the abolition of slavery brought with it the
subversion and overthrow of the regime created to defend slavery. In Cuba



abolition would strengthen the independence movement. The ideal of an
egalitarian nation forged in the struggles for independence and the aboli-
tion process remained potent. The convergence of anticolonial and anti-
slavery mobilization undermined the regime constructed in the first half
of the nineteenth century on the foundations of the slave trade, slavery,
and political exclusion of various kinds. Just nine years after the abolition
of slavery, a new and much larger war for Cuban independence broke out
in 1895 with an explicitly egalitarian, anti-racist political ideology. As in
Spanish South America in the 1810s and 1820s, the long legacy of slavery
and formal discrimination came to be seen as incompatible with the prom-
ises of an independent nation.5

The actions of former slaves were essential in pushing Spanish rule in
Cuba to the brink. In Brazil the actions of slaves and abolitionists in the
1880s precipitated a political crisis and abolition, but it was the planters
who helped to bring down the imperial government a year later in 1889.55
The Crown’s efforts since the 1860s to abolish slavery created a rift with
the southeastern planters who had formed the backbone of its legitimacy
since independence. The decision to capitulate to the civil disobedience
of the 1880s, abolishing slavery immediately and without indemnification,
turned the planter class against the monarchy. When the military rose and
declared a republic in 1880, the monarchy was isolated because, without
slavery, it could no longer count on the powerful slave-holding allies who
had defended it since independence. They watched passively and approv-
ingly on the sideline as the Braganza dynasty came to an inglorious end.

The dynasty’s passing was historically significant. Since the fifteenth
century, African slavery had been entwined with Iberian expansion and
colonization in the Atlantic world. That the offshoot of the Portuguese
monarchy in Brazil capitulated underscored the close link between slay-
ery and the old political and social order, as had the overthrow of the
Spanish monarchy earlier in the century. Such connections were clear to
contemporaries. In 1892, four hundred years after Columbus’s first voyage
to the Caribbean, when the admiral pondered enslavement as the core of
new overseas settlements, the writer and political leader Juan Gualberto
G6mez commented during the festivities marking the anniversary in
Havana that: “One would imagine that we Cubans are all fraternally
united in the effort to commemorate in the same manner and with equal
passion the Fourth Centennial of the discovery of America; that we have
suspended the political fights, put aside all opposing ideas and tendencies,

and forgotten all that divides and separates us.”s® Such equanimity was
impossible, he argued. The four hundredth anniversary of Columbus’s

| voyage confronted Cubans with the divisive legacies of conquest and colo-

nization: the subordination of the colony to. Spain and the whole bundle
of practices and institutions that perpetuated inequality based on wealth,
color, and lineage. Like other Latin Americans, Gémez hoped. t.hat the
end of slavery would lead to a new era of equality. While abolition was
the crucial first-step, it was also the beginning of the new str'uggle to
bring all people into the full exercise of freedom as citizens in indepen-

dent nations.
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