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A Bold Stroke for a ere S
) b}’ Susanna Centlivre (1669?- ]723)

Susanna Centlivre was' oné of the most ifmportant
comic playwrights of the first part of the eighteénth
century. She was also the most succeSéfhl ‘female
dramatist between 1660 and 1800, in terms “of the
number of her plays thatr were produced and the
number of years some ' of them, mcludmg A Bold
Stroke for. 2 Wife, remained in the repertoire, A Bold
Sz‘mke typrﬁes her. comic style in its combmauon of
an intricate love i intrigue; humours come‘dy,‘ (in. the
characterization of the guardians), and the outrageous
situations and physical comedy of farce. Iri its émpha-
sis-on action-and. situation rather:than wit; its mild
satire, and the honest, strarghtforward relatlonshrp of
its lovers, it exemphﬁes the kind of play that Shlrley
Strum Kenny terms’ humane comedy '

" First performed on 3 February 1718 at'meolns
’ Inn Frelds A Bald Stro,e was well smted to the re-
sources of the company, whlch featured estabhshed
cormc performers such as Wilham Bullock (Tradelove)
and George Pack (an) Famwell was a vehlcle for
Christopher Bullock, son’of William, who ‘was also
co-manager of the theater during this:season, while
his wife, Jane, played Anne Lovely. Some of the' plays

« features recall the harlequinades that werea: mamstay

of thie company’s répertoire. Such entertamments, not
yet called pantomimes, are particularly evoked by the
play’s farry—tale plot, by the centrahty of transforma—
tion; and by some of the’ more extr“vagant farce, no-
tably the scene in act “three in which Fainwell
convinces Periwinkle that he can make himself invis-
ible by sinking through the stage’s trapdoor. .-

The play portrays the mercantile culture of early—
Georgian London, most explicitly in the scene inside
Jonathans Coﬁ:ee-house (IVLi), but also through its

' edzted by Nancy Copeland

characters. The guaidians represent'a range of prop-
ertied urban types: and Fainwell’s ‘plotting is well
suited to his capitalis¢ milieu. Likea tiadesmnan who
suits his manner to his customers, Fainwell adopts
characters that flater the prejudices of each of the
guardians to get the better of them in a bargam for
Anne Lovely, a bargam wluch is conﬁrmed by a writ-
is thatof a commodlty, coveted by Famwell and traded
by her guardians:Her:largely passive role is charac-
teristic of the developing position of the genteel mid-
dle-class woman within capitalism,-anid she struggles
against the Prims to exercise her right to be an idle
consumer of luxury goods. The gu’ardians too, despite
their differences, all participate in the pervasive com-
mercial culture, cither as producers or consumers.
Centlivre was uneqmvocally Whig in her' pohucs,
and A Bold. St7 oke is permeated by Whrg prmcrples
The play consttucts an 1mphc1t, Wlnggr gl

that the propertred interests represented by the :guard—
ians, both ‘trading” and “landed,”. should cooperate
W1th one another and unite belund the army through
supporting Colonel Fainwell, one of Centlivre’s many
soldier heroes. The concept of liberty, fundamental to
Whig ideology, connects Centlivre’s political views to
her feminism: Anne Lovely, for example, speaks of the
“tyranny” of her guardians in the lancruage of pohu~
calliberty ... . .
The play was successful from its ﬁrst producuon
and-became one of Centlivre’s most-performed plays.
Thanks to the opportummes Fainwell offers to the vir-
tuoso comic actor, the play contmued to be frequently
performed throughout the elghteenth century and

well into the mneteenth
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DRAMATIS PERSONAE
MEN . el
Sir Philip Modelove, an old beau.

Periwinkle, a kind of a silly viruoso.l” » -7 5a o

Tradelove, a changebroker.2
Obadiah Prim, a Quaker.
Colonel Fainwell, in love with Mrs.* Lovely
.. Freeman, his friend, a merchant.
Simon Pure, a Quakmg preacher
Mr. Sackbut,3 a tavern—keeper i
WOMEN N ‘
Mrs. Lovely, a forrune of thrrty thousa.nd
* pound.
Mis. Prim, wrfe to Prim the hosrer4
Betty, servant to Mrs. Lovely
7 Footmen, drawers, ete. T

A Bold Sno/eefor a Wﬁ'
Omniﬂ.wncztzzmor." :
AEt»I :scene i. A ravern.

C'olonel Fzzznwell zzna’ Fieemzm ove; ra boztle o

Come, Colonel HIS Majestys health You are:as.
_ rnelancholy as if y you were in love; I wish some of

' the beauties | at Bath® ha'n n't snapped your heart
COLONEL o

Why, faith, Freeman, there is something i i T have

“seen 4 lady ar Bath who hds kindled such 4 flame
“in me'that all the waters there canr quench A

v v1rtuoso] a collecror of antiquities and natural cunosr—
‘ties E
2 changebroker] an exchange broker, a rmddleman in | the
~exchange of bills of credic : e
-3 Sackbur]-a compound: sack; white wine unporred from
-Spain or the Canary Islands; butt, a wine cask . 7
4 _ hosier] a dealer in stockings and knitred underclothes
5 Omnzzz :zmo;] Virgil, Eclagzze: X Love conquers aH
“(Lar).
6 Bath] In the cighteenth century Bath; ‘with its‘medici-
nal springs and baths, became a fashionable summer re-
sort for the titled and the wealthy.
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FREEMAN.

Women, like some poisonous animals, carry their
antidote about ’em. Is she not to be had, Colonel?

"~ COLONEL.

-That’s a difficult question to answer; however, 1

resolve to try. Perhaps you may be able to serve me;

you merchants know one another. The lady told
~me herself she was under the charge of four

. persons. . ' : ~
FREEMAN

Odso! TIS Ms. Anne Lovely
COLONEL ) o

" The sarme. Do you knowher> o
FREEMAN

* Know hei! Aye—Faith, Colonel your conchuon is
mioré desperaté than you imagine; why she is the’

talk dandpity of the whole town; and it is the
opinion of the learned that she ‘must die-a: rnard :
COLONEL. B

~-Say you so? That's somewhat odd in r}us chantable:

city. She’s a woman,.I hope.
FREEMAN. :

* For aught I know, bur it had been as well for heri
had nature made her any other part of the creation.

‘ The rnan whrch keeps this house served her farher,
“heisa very honest fellow and may be of use to

* you; we'll send for him to take a glass with us{ he'll
" give you the whole hrstory, and tis Worth your'

~ hearing.
COLONEL.
‘But may one trust him?
FREEMAN ‘

With, your hfe, I have obhgatrons enough upon

him. to. make him do anythmg, I serve him with
. wine. (Knocks.) - G
COLONEL

Nay, I know him pretty well myself I once usedj

o frequenr a club that ‘was kepr here

Enterdmwer, B TR S ST B IR

DRAWER. -

'Gentlemen, dyou ca.ll> ’
FREEMAN.- :

Aye, send up your master. ...
DRAWER.

Yes, sir. (Exit)
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COLONEL: e
Do you know any of thlS ladys guardlans,
Freeman?
FREEMAN. :
Yes; I know two of them very well
COLONEL. - "
- What are they?.
 Enter Sackbuz.
Here comes one will glve you an account of them
~ all—Mr. Sackbut, we sent for you to take a glass
with us. *Tis a'maxim among, the fnends of the
botde, that as long as the master is in company
one may be sure of good wine. -
, SACKBUT y .
~ Sig, you shall be sure to have as good wine as you
“send in ~——Colonel your ) most humble servant, you
are welcome to town. V
COLONEL. . _
I thank you, Mr. Sackbut.
SACKBUT. i :
Iam as glad to see you as I should a h ndr du tun
. of French claret custom-free. My serv1ce to you,'
: su (Drmks) You dont look so merry as you used
' to do. Are you not well Colonel?
* He has got 4 woman i his headj
help him?
SACKBUT. L
- If ’tis in my power, I shant sct'u‘p’le t6 serve my.
friend. : o
COLONEL ,
" *Tis'one perqulslte of your calhng
SACKBUT. "
Aye, at Cother enid of thé town,” where' ;
use, women are good foréers of ‘trade 11
customed house, a handsome ba:—keeper, ‘with
' clean, obliging drawers, ‘soon’ gets the master an
~estate; but 'otir citizens™® seldom do“anything’ but

Pl e

7 Cother ... town] the West End; the fashmnable  part of
London, which Sackbut conerasts thh rhe( Cttyj‘

ern owners; city cheaters were not, accordmg to Sackbut,
50 enterprising. B3RS £
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" SACKBUT.

COLONEL.

, SACKBUT

(Li]

cheat within the walls. But as:to_the:lady, Colonel:
_Point you at particulars, or-have you.a good

champagne® stomach?- Are you in full pay or

reduced, Colonél?.:- i L

Reduced, reduced landlord
To the nuserable condmon of a lover' 15 »’, KIS

SACKBUT. ’
Pish! That’s preferable to half pay, a woman’s
-resolution may break before the peace;? push her
home, C Colonel; there’s:no’ parleying wn:h that sex.

COLONEL. S :
-»Were. the lady heriown. mistress, I have some
,redsons to beheve I should: soon command -in'chief.

FREEMAN.: ! i
= You know Mrs Lovely, Mr Sackbut

. Know hert: Aye, poor Nancy,lo L have carned her to
..school many afrosty. morning. Alas! If she’s the
woman, I pity you, .Colonel. Her fathet, my old
master, was the most whimsical, out-of-the-way
«tempered man I everheard of, as you:will guess by
his last will and restament. This was his only child:
..I have heard hlm,msh her dead'a thousand times.
COLONEL, - ' ‘
~Why so? .

-He hated postenty, fyou MUSE; know, and w1shed

the world were to expire with himself. He used-to

swear if she had been a boy, he would have

qualified him for the opera 1. ;
FREEMAN.

His.arvery. unnatural resoluuon in‘a father

o SACKBUT

- He died Worth thlrt‘y thousand pounds, whxch he
left to this; daughter, provxded she marned Wlth r_he

8 champagne] probably in two senses: an open field and
a military campaign

;7 the peace]. the Peace’of Utrecht (1713) led to- ofﬁcers
. being reduced 1o, half pay; it was unpopular with-many
Whigs, mcludmg Centlivre,. . ... '
10, Nancy] diminutive: ofAnne C e Y

H_Jquahﬁed .-opera] .castrated, lum as were the ‘castrati
who sang malews‘op,ran_o roles in Iralian opera. . .
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‘consent of her guardians. But that she might be
- sure never to do-so, he’left her in the care of four
men as opposite to .each other as light-and
darkness. Each has his quarterly:rule; and three
months in a year she is obliged to be’subject to:
each of their humours, 4nd- they are. pretty
different, I assure you. She is jusr. come- from Bath
- COLONEL. R Sk
"Twas there I saw her.
SACKBUT.
- Aye, sir, the last quartér was- her beau-guarchans
She‘appears in all public places durmg his relgn
COLONEL.
She visted a lady who boarded: in® the same house
with me: I liked her-person;* and found-an
opportunity to tell her so. She replied, she had'no
objection to mine; but if I could not reconcile
" contradictions, I must not think of her, for that
she was condemned to the caprice of fout persons
--who ‘never yet agreed in‘any one thmg, and she
‘was:obliged to please thern all

- SACKBUT:~

"Tis most true, sir; I’ !1 give'you-a short descnptlon
" of the men and leave you to judge of ‘the’ poor
lady’s condition.' One is a kind of a virtuoso, 2 silly,
half-witted fellow, but positive and surly; fond of
nothing but what is antique and foreign, and wears
his clothes of the fashion of the last century; dotes-
upon travelérs-and beheves Su' ]ohn Mandevxlle12
more than the Bible:: R R
COLONEL. s
That must be a rare old fellow' .
SACKBUT. Aeias
Another is a changebroker; a fellow that wdl out—he
the devil for the advantage of stock and cheat his
- father that got him in a bargairi. He is'a great stickler
“for trade and hates everyitiing that wears'a sword.
FREEMAN.
‘Heis a great admirer of the Dutch management13

12 Sir John Mandeville] (f: A1356) r.he 6sten51ble author of
" a collection of travelers’ tales, who by the exghteenth cen-
tury was regarded as a greit!liar -~
13 Duich management] The Duich prowded the Enghsh
with models for advanced trade 4nd financial | pracnces,
including the narionil debt and the'stock market:
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and swears they understand trade betrer than any
nation under the sun. :

SACKBUT.-
The third is an old beau that has May in hls fancy
and dress, bur December in his face and’His heels;

he admires nothing but new fashions, and those

must be French; loves operas, balls, masquerades,

and is always the most tawdry of the WhOlC‘

company on a erthday foe

COLONEL. e
““These are pretty opposite to one another, truly!
And the fourth, what is he, lzmdlord>

© SACKBUT.
A very rigid Quaker, whose quarter begun this day1

I saw Mis. Lovely go in not above two hours ago.
~ Sir Philip set her down. What think you now,
~ Colonel, is not the poor lady to be pmedP '
COLONEL.
Aye, and rescued too, landlord
FREEMAN. '
In my opinion, that’s unp0551ble
COLONEL ’ _
There i is nothmg 1mposmble to a lover What
would not a man attempg for a fine woman and
thirty thousand pounds? Besides, my I honor is at
stake, I prormsed to deliver her—and she bade me
win her and take her.
SACKBUT.
Thar’s fair, faih. .
FREEMAN. ~
If it depended upon knight-errantry, I should not
doubt your setting free the damsel; bur to have

avarice, impertinence, hypocnsy, and pnde at once

..to deal with, requires more cunning than- generally
attends a man of honor.
COLONEL.. _ ‘
My fancy tells me I shall. come off Wlth crlory,
 resolve to try, however—Do you. know all the
guardians, Mr. Sackbur?
SACKBUT. e
' Very well; sir, they all use my house o
COLONEL. I
And will you assmt me, 1f occasmn abe
SACKBUT '
In everythmg I can, Colonel
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FREEMAN. S O T SRS ION NET shall have his servints; there’s-a black, a tawny-
I'll answér for him;and whateverlcanserve youin, moor, 16 and a Frenchman;' they don’. speak one:
you may depend on. Tknow M. Periwinkle arid Mr. word of Enghsh s0 can make no rmstake f “L"T g

+ Tradelove; the latter has'a very great opinion ofimy COLONEL:: Lo i
interest abroad. I happened to have aletter from a 160 :Excellent.! Egad I shall look lrke an! lndran
correspondent two hours before the news arrived of prince. First I'll attack my beau~guardran Where
the French king’s death;!4 I communicated!it to' lives he? -
him; upon'which-he bought up.all the stock he SACKBUT.: in [ Loarsboss o aish
could, and what with that and some wagets he laid; . Faith, somewhere about St ]ames s,* though tosay

» heé told me; he-had:got to the tune of five huhdred 165 'in“what stréet, I caniot;-but: any chairman®i will
pounds; so that I am much in his good graces tell you Where Sir Phrhp Modelove lrves

COLONEL. e FREEMAN
‘I dor’t know -but you may be of sérvice to e, +Oh! You'll ﬁnd hrm in! rhe Park* at- eleven every
Freeman.w too bl o oo s cosbas R » ~day; at least. I'never passed through at that:hour

FREEMAN. without seeing him there. But what do you mtencl?
If1 can, command me, Colonel COLONEL. H V

COLONEL::. SUCSE - To addréss him-in: his owni Way, and ﬁnd what he
Is it not possrble 0 ﬁnd a suit of clothes ready— 170 designs to do with.thé lady. - ' SRR
made at some of these sale shops,15 fit to. rrg ot FREEMAN. R
~a beau, think you, Mr: Sackbut? . el .And what t'hen> YL e T

SACKBUT ; - COLONEL.:- iE ‘ ’ g
Oh, hang em: No, Colonel they keep nothmg Ny, that I cari. tell but L shall take my. measures
ready-made that a gendeman would be séed in.. accordmgly R

. But:I.can fit.you with a: suit of clothes;: if youd 175 SACKBUT::; s g
make a figure—velvet and gold brocades+they Well, tis a mad underrakmg, in:my rnmd but
were pawned to mie by a-French Count,:who-had here’s to your success, Colonel (Drzn/es
been stripped av play-and wantéd-money:to:carry GOLONEL:.... oz Lo ovmy s by
him home; he promised to send for‘rhem-,’ but:T - Tis somethmg out of the way, e confess:; bur
have heard: nothmg ﬁ'om hrm figY 180 Fortune may chance to smile, and I suéceed:

FREEMAN.. . i.rr o o b - Come, landlord, ler me see those clothes::Freeman,
~ He has:not fed upon frogs long enough yet 10 I shalliexpect yoirll leave word with Mr. Sackbur
recover: hls loss' Ha, ha.. f:ocdon o 8 b . where one may find you upon occasion; and send

COLONEL. T my equipage of India- 1rnrned1ately, do you heau->
Ha, ha. Well those clor_hes erl do, Mr Sackbut— - FREEMAN. e
though we must have three or four fellowsrin’ Immedlately (Exzt)
tawdry liveries; those can be procured I hope 185 COLONEL: e of

FREEMAN. .. : Boldwas the man. who ventured ﬁrst 1o sea;
Egad, T havea brother corme from the West Indres But the first vent'ring lovers bolder were: 7

that can ‘match you; and; for_ expedmon sake, y,ou .. The path of love’s-a datk and dangerous way, -
O U rie , Without a landmark, or one friendly Sear,: : - 2,
-~And he that runs che risk; deserves the fair. (Exzt)

GeniboonTn CAE

r

14 French kmgs death] Loms X_IV dred September 1, 1715
‘this prevented France from ca.rrymg out plans 0 sup-
port the Jacobite rebellion i in- England and was there- B
fore good foritrade. 17w R : : i ' o

15 sale shops] shops specxahzmg in mferror, ready—rnade 16 tawny'moor] brown skmned forelgner, orlgmally refer»
clothing ERIRTIIIS S AR B ring to NorthAfncans e
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=~ & . Scene ii. Prim’s House. : .r;::‘ denin
Enter Mrs Lovely and her maid Betty o
BETTY. . : ERTIR TS
Bless me, madam' Why do you fret and tedse
yourself:so? This is grvmg them the advantage VVltl'l
awitness: .. KR RTH S
MRS. LOVELY. :
Must I be condemned all my llfe o the'
preposterous humours of other people and pointed
* at by every boy in town? Ohl:I could tear my-flesh
and curse the hour I'wids born. Is-itnot
monstrously ridiculous that they should desire to!
‘impose their Quaking dress!7 -upon me at these
years? ‘When I was:a. child, no: matter what they
.made me wear; butnowe—  :zir vl '
BETTY. e
I would resolve against.it, madam, Id see ‘em
hanged before I'd put on'the pmched18 cap agam
MRS. LOVELY. v
Then I must never expect one moment’s ease; she has
rung such a peal in my ears already that I'shan’t have
‘theright use of them:this month.. What canIdo?
BETTY. iz
What can you not do, if you wrll but'g glve your
- . mind to ir? Marry; madam. ~: e
MRS. LOVELY." R
What! and have my fortune go 0 btuld churches?
~and hosprtals? ‘ : Loty
BETTY.. & T SR
Why, let it go. If the Colonel loves you,‘as he
~pretends, he’ll marry you ‘without a-fortune,
madam; and I.assure.you, 4 colonel’s lady is no
despicable thing; a colonel’s post will maintain 1you
like a gentlewoman, madam. :
MRS. LOVELY. )
So you would advise me to give up"my oWﬂ‘
fortune and throw myself upon the colonels

- BETTY. - P

I'would adwse you to malce yourself easy madam
MRS. LOVELY. SENR

That’s not the way, I am sure. No, no, 1rl there

are certain ingredients to be mingled with

17 Quaking dress] the very plam, old-fashioned, and con-
cealing style of dress worn by Quaker women' = “F. ¢
18 pinched] pleated =~ = o D
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matrimony without which I may as well change:

for the worse as for. the better.. When the woman
- has fortune enough to-make the man happy;.if he
has either honor or good manners, he'll make her
easy. Love makes bur a slovenly figurein that house
" where- poverty keeps the door :
And 50 you resolve 1o, dre a mmd do you, madam’

MRS. LOVELY.:

Or-have it in my "power to make the man: I love
master of my { fortune nils ‘
BETTY.
Then you dorit like the colonel $0. Well as I tbought
you did, madam, or you would not tal(e such a
resolution. S
MRS. LOVELY. = - oo s
It is because I do like lnm Betty, that I fake. such‘
aresolutron e EIRUE
BETTY. e ; i)
Why, do you expect; madam, the colonel can work
miracles? Is it possible for him to marry you wrth.
~the:consent of all your. ,c;,ruardlansP ‘
MRS LOVELY. :
- Or:hé must-notr'marry meat all and $0° I told hrm
~-and-he did not seem displeased with:the news. He
- promised to set me free; and I, on that condition,
promrsed o make lnm master of that freedom.”
BETTY.: R I =L R
Wellt 1 have read: of enchanted ‘castles; ladres
delivered from the chains of magic, giants-killed,
~and monsters overcome; so that T'shall'be-the less
surprised if the colonel should conjure you out of
the power of your guardlans Ifhe does, I.am sure
he'deserves your: fortune Co
MRS: LOVELY. - R
And shall haveit; g1rl 1f it were ten times as much
For I'll ingenuously confess to thee, that T do like
~the colonel above all-men'I ever-saw. There’s
:something s0-jantéel? in a soldier, a kind of a je
ne sais quoi air that makes "em more agreeable than
the rest of mankind. They command regard, as
who should say, | We are your defenders, we
. preserve your, beauties from the insults.of rude,

unpohshed foes,” and ought to.be. preferred before

19 ]zzntee] dashmg (Fr) 4
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“those lazg; indolent mortals, who; by dropping into
*their father’s estare, set up their coaches and thmk
to rattle themselves into our affecnons e

BETTY. BT
Nay, madam, I confess that the army has: engrossed
all the prettest fellows. A laced coat and'fear_her
“have irresistible charms. -+ | :

MRS. LOVELY. “
But the colonel has all the beauties of the mmd as

~well as person. ‘Oh all ye powers that favor happy

lovers, granthe may be mine! Thou'God:of Love; if
thou be'st oughtburname; assist:my Fainwell. -
Point all thy darts to aid my love’s design, R
And make his plots as prevalent as tlune o

Act 11, scene i. The park
Enter Colonel ﬁnely dresseaﬁ three ﬁ)otmen zzﬁer bzm‘ k

So, now 1fl can’but- meet tlus beau “Egad,

methinks I cut a smart ﬁgure, and haveias much

of the tawdry- air as any Iralian' count-or French

marquis of em all. Sure I shall know this kmght

again~Hah! Yonder he sits, making love® to a
- mask,* faich. - Pll-walk: up the Mall e and come
- down by hiid. (Exit.) B

Stene drzzws and dzsc' ers;* Szr P/le p up
with & woman, mzz:ked

SIR PHILIP. : :
Well, but, my dear, are you really constant to'your
keeper*? S b g

WOMAN.

Yes, really, sir.—Hey day! Whocomies’ yonder’ He

cuts a mighty figure.
SIR PHILIP.
S at hlS heels. Hehas the ‘appearance:of a'man ' of
- quality.* Posmvely French by l’llS dancmg 4ir.
WOMAN:::
. He crosses, as 1f he meant to sit down he
SIR PHILIP.
He has a. rmnd to make love'to thee, Chlld

Enter Co/onel and seats lyzmse{f upon t/ﬂe benc/) by Szr

P/azl ip.
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COLONEL:"

WOMAN. coan
It will be to no purpose if he does. -
SIR PHILIP.
- Are you resolved ‘1o°be: cruel then’

You must be very cruel 1ndeed 1f you cdn- deny
‘anything to so ﬁne a gentleman, madam (YZz/ees
" out hiswatch.) O T
WOMAN. g
I never mind the ourtside of a man
COLONEL. N ! :
»AndTm. aﬁ'ald thowart no )udge of the 1n51de

» SIRPHILIP. - o0 oo ool |

I am, posxnvely, of your | mmd si For creatures
of her funcrion seldom penetrate beyond the
POCkﬁC DY R R IR e s ;
WOMAN. (A:zde) PP
-'Creatures of your composition:have;: 1ndeed
 generally more in- theLr pockets than in tbeur heads

< SIR'PHILIP.

Pray what says your Watch> Mme is down (Pullmgv
" out his wzztcb ) W :

COLONEL. - LT
I want*: thutyﬁsu( minurtes of twelve, sit. (Puts up
his watch and takes out his muﬂbox )

SIR PHILIP.
May I presume, sir?

» COLONEL.

Sir, you honor me. (Pre:entzng tbe box)
SIR PHILIP. [Aside.]
- He speaks: good: Engllsh though he'r must be a
foreigner—This snuff is extremely good andthe
box prodigious fine;: the workiis French, I presume,
sir. EENN :
COLONEL. YRR SN
-T'bought it’in Paris; sir. T do thmk the worl{man—
- ship pretty neat. EETRIREEY B S
SIR PHILIP:: :
Near, ’tis exqulsmely ﬁne, sir;.pray; sit;’ 1f I may-take
the liberty of inquiring—whart country is'so happy:
1o claim ‘the birth ofithe finest gentleman .in-the
universe? France, I presume.
COLONEL. , B
Then you. dont thmk me an EnghshmanP L

SIR PHILIP, -
No,-upon my soul dont I
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COLONEL.
I am sorry for't... -

SIR PHILIP.
Impossible you should wish to.be.an Enghshman
Pardon me, sir, this island could not produce a-
person. of such alertness. - :

COLONEL.. .
_ As this mirror shows you, sir. (]’uts upa _poc/eet glass
to Sir Philip’s face.)

WOMAN. [Aside:] -
Coxcombs, I'm smk 0 hear ’em preuse one another,‘
one seldom gets anything by such animals, not
even a dinner, unless one can dine upon soup and‘
celery: (Exit)- -

SIR PHILIP: : o : )
Oh Ged, sit—Will you leave us, rnaclam> Ha, ha
COLONEL. :

" She fears ’twill be'only losing time to stay here, ha,
ha. T know not how to distinguish'you, sir, but your
mien and address speak you nght Honorable 207,
SIRPHILIP.- . -
Thus great souls Judge of others by themselves I
am only adorned with kmghthood that’s all, 1
assure you, sir; my name-is Sir Phlhp Modelove
COLONEL. e
Of Frenchextracrion?
SIR PHILIP.
My father was French.
COLONEL. . : : ISTEIPIRT
One may plainly perceive it—there is’a’cértain
gaiety peculiar to:my nation, (for I will own . myself
a Frenchman), which distinguishes us everywhere.
. A person of your figure would be a vast addition
to a coronet. :
SIR PHILIE :
I must own, I 'had the offer of a barony about ﬁve
years ago,2! but I abhorred the fatigue-which must
have attended it. I could never yer brmg myself to-
join with either party : :
COLONEL.. . >
You are perfectly in the mght, Srr Phlhp A ﬁne

20 Right Honorable] i.e. 2 member of the noblhty -

21 offer ... ago] ‘a reference to Queen’ Anrie’s creaiion of
twelve new Tory peers in 1712 to ensure that the Treaty
of Utrecht would pass the House of Lords -
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person-should not'embark himself'in the slovenly

_concern of politics; dress and pleasuie . are objects

proper for the soul of a fine gentleman, ... .-
SIR PHILIP.

- And love— .-

" COLONEL.

Oh! That's included under the armcle of pleasure
SIR PHILIP : L
Parblen, il est un hommié. d esprit. 22—1 must
embrace you.: (Rises and embraces.) Your sentiments
are so agreeable to mine that.we appear to have
but one soul, for our ideas and concepuons are the
same. .
COLONEL.- (A_cza’e) .
I should be sorry for that —You do me too much
honor, Sir Philip...,- ~ :
SIR PHILIP. : _ .
Your vivacity and jantée mien assured me"at first
sight there was nothing of this foggy island in-your.
composition Mayl crave your name, sir?, :
COLONEL. :
My name is. La Famwell sir, at your service;’
SIR PHILIP. .
Thela Falnwells are French I know, though the
_name is become very nurerousin Great Britain of
late years. I was sure you was French the moment |
laid Iy eyes upon you; I could not come into the
supposition of your bemg an Enghshman, thlS
island produces few such ornaments. '
COLONEL.
Pardon me, Sir. Philip, this island has two thmgs
superior to all nations under the sun.
SIR PHILIP.
-Ayel Whatare they?
COLONEL.
The ladies and the laws.
SIR PHILIP. . :
| The laws indeed do- clmm a preference of other
nations,-but by my: séul there.are. fine. women

everywhere. I must own I have felt their power “in’
all countries.

' COLONEL.

There!are some finished beauties;. T confess, in
France, Iraly, Germany, nay, even in Holland; mais

22 Parblen ... d'esprit] Good Lord, he is a man of wit: (Fr)
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. COLONEL..

sont bien rares.23 But les belles Anglaisesi?% Oh, . Sir

- Philip, where find we siich women! such-symmetry

- of shape! such elegancy of dress! such regularity of

. features! such -sweetnessof- temper!. such

. commanding eyes!. and such bewrtchmg smiles?:
SIR PHILIP. :

Ah! Parbleu, vous étes zzttrape 25

Non, je vousassure, chewz/zerZG—but I declare there
is no amusement so agreeable to my go#,27-as the
conversation® of a fine-woman.:I could névet be
prevailed upon to enter into what the vulgar calls
the pleasure of the botde. : -

SIR PHILIP. , g
My own taste; posmvement A ball 6ra- masquerade
is certainly preferable to all the productrons of the
vineyard.

COLONEL. -, ‘ ’

Infinitely! T hope the people of qualrty in England:
will support that branch of pleasure which was’
Aimported with their: peace28 and-sinkce naturallzecl
by the ingenicus Mr. Herdegger 2 i

SIR PHILIP. .
The ladies assure me it will become part of. the
constitution, upon which I subscribed an hindred:
; guineas..It,will be of great service to-the public, at
Jeast to the Company.of Surgeons3%'and the Crty
in general.

COLONEL. g
Ha, ha, it may help to ennoble the blood of the
Crty31 Are you mamed Sir Phrlrp? : :

23. mais ... rares) biit they are very rare (Fr.)'
24 s . Anglaz.ces] ‘the English beauties: (Fr.):" :
2 qubleu s artrapé.} ' Good Eordyyourare: caught (Fr)
26 Non ... chevalier] No, I assure you, kmght Er) oo
27 gofit] raste.(Br.), PR e g :
28 branch . peace] The French ambassador to England
the Duc D’Aumont, held some of the_earliest masked
_balls in London in'1713;-4ftéf the Peace of Utrecht. <<
29 Mr. ‘Heidegger] John James (“Count?) Heidegger
(16592-1749), the manager of the Haymarket Theater,
-.."-who began présenting public masquerades.there/in, 1717
30 Company of Surgeons] ‘the doctors’ giiild;;the meribers
of which will be: paid for-cures for,irenereal,djsease:;
31 ennoble :...City] Masquerades:were condemned for-pro-
moting immorality and the indiscriminate mingling of

no
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. COLONEL. (Asza’e)

(L]

SIR PHILIP: , ST
" No, nor do I believe I- ever. shall enter into: that
- honorable state; I have anlabsolute ténder for:the
swhole sexac o+ iy ar e w s s

That’s more than: they have for you I dare swear.

SIR PHILIP.

And I have the honor to. be very Well w1th the
ladies, I can assure you, sir, and I won't affront a
..million of fine'women'to make one happy

COLONEL :
= Nay, marrrage is. rea.lly reducmg a man’s.taste to a
‘kind . of half-pleasure; .but then it carries the
- blessing; of peace along with-it;.one goes to sleep
wrthout fear and wakes without pain.

SIR PHILIP. s
There-is something of that in't; a- w1fe isia very
good dish for an English stomach§ but gross
feedmg for nicer®; palates, ha,. ha, ha!

" COLONEL.

1 find I was very much rrustaken—-I rmagrned you
had been married to:that young. lady which' I.saw
in the chariot* with you this mormng in
Gracechurch Street.32 ., Sl e Dl
SIR PHILIP ’ KT
Who, Nancy Lovely? L.am:a:-piece of a guardian
to that lady, you must know; her father; I thasik
~him,. joined:me. with'three .of the most
- preposterous-old fellowsz~that upon.my soul I'm
in pain: for the poor grrl———she miust certamly lead
1-apes,33 as the saying: is, ha, ha. .
COLONEL.
That's pity. Sir Philip, if the lady Woulcl glve ‘me’
leave, I would endeavor to avertthat curse.
SIRPHILIP i '
As to the lady, shed gladly be nd of us at any rate,
- I'believe; but here’s. the mischief, he who marries

classes (thanks ] the levehng anonymlty of masquer—

"ad€ costume wluch fostered sexual lrasrcns across. class
'bouridarsies). B .

32 Gracechiirch’ Street] i theé City; tunning from London
“Bridge and the' Monument'to Corsihill; riearby was the
oldest Quaker meeting-house in London..

33 lead apes] proverbial: old miaids.lead apes in hell ‘as pun—
ishmentfor not marrying while they could..’.
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Miss Lovely, must have the consent of us all four,
or not a penny of her portion. For my part; I shall
- never approve of any but a-man of figure, and the
rest are not only averse to cleanliness, but have each
a peculiar taste to gratify. For my part, I declare,
would prefer you to all men I ever saw-—=
COLONEL. ‘
“And T her to all'women~:s
SIR PHILIP. ' G -
I assureiyou, Mr. Famwell I am for ‘marrying her,
for I hate the trouble of a guardian, especially”’
- among such wretches; but resolve never: to-agree
to the choice of any one: of them, and I 'fancy
they’ll be even with'me, for they niever came into
any proposal of mine yet. - ,
COLONEL.
I wish I had yourleave to try them, Slr Pluhp
SIR PHILIP. v
With all my soul, sir, I can: reﬁlse a: person of your
appearance nothing. -
COLONEL. G
Sir, I'am infinitely obhged to you
SIR PHILIP. : e
- Bur do you really like mammony? e
COLONEL. R
I'believe I could with tbat lady, sir. i
SIR PHILIP. : . o
The only pointin Whlch we: dlﬁ'er——but you are
master of so many qualifications thatI can excuse
- one fault; for T must think it a fault in a fine
gentleman; and that you are such, Tll glve it under
my hand. .
COLONEL. :
I wish youd give-me your consent to marry Mrs
Lovely under your hand Sir Pluhp Pob
SIR PHILIP. -
I'll do't, if you'll'step into St ]amess Coffee—
house,34 where we may have pen and ink. Though
I can’t forsee what advantage my consent will be
" to you without you could find 2 way to get ‘the
rest of the guardians’. Bur 'l introduce you,
however; she-is now.ata Quakers, where I carried
her this morning, when you saw.us-in Gracechm'ch

34 S, Jamess CoEee-hoUse] on ‘Stl ‘]ames’s 'Street, a Whig
establishment, patronized by Steele and Addison ¢ :
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MRS. LOVELY.

Street. I assure you she has an.odd ‘7agodz of
guardians, as you will find when' you hear the
characters;* which T'll endeavor to- give you as we
- go along.— Hey! Pierre, Jacques; Renault=~where
are you all, scoundrels? Order the: chanot to-St.
James’s Coffee-house. '
COLONEL. / Sl
Le noir, le brun, le blaznc————mortbleu, o2 Sont ‘ces
coquins-la? Allons, #onsieur le chewzlze; 35

- SIR PHILIP

Ah! Pczrdonnez moi, monsieur.
COLONEL. : o
Not one step, upon my soul Sir Ph.th

SIR PHILIP.
The best—bred man in Europe, posmvely

Exeunt

Scene ii. Obadiah Prim’s house .
Enter Mrs. Love/y fb[lowed by Mrs Prim o
MRS. PRIM.:. . L oTIOnT
~Then thou36 wilt-not: obey me; and r_hou dost
really think those fal-lals becometh Lhee>

I do, mdeed

MRS. PRIM. o
Now will T be }udged by all sober people, 1f I dont
“look more like.a modest woman- than thou dost,
Anne. BrRii

MRS. LOVELY.

More like a hypocmte, ‘you mean, Mrs: an

Ah' Anne, Anne, that wicked Pl’llllp Modelove will

undo thee. Satan so fills thy heart with pride

during the thiree:months of his:guardianship, that

thou becomest-a stumbling block to the uprloht :
MRS. LOVELY.

Pray, Who are r_hey> Are the pmched cap and formal'

35 Le noir cbeyalzer] The blaek the brown, the wlute—
zounds, where are these rascals?’ Let us go, sir kmghr
(Fr.) : W

36 thou] thecuse of “thee” and thou was ‘one -of the
- Quaker “public testimoniés”™ of ‘conversion; it was in-
tended toreproduce biblical: language and to-eliminate
- one of the: desxgnauons of rank, since mferlors were ex-
pected to use “you” to'their superiors. <177 L
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hood the emblems of sanctity? Does your VLrtue:,

'

consist in your dress; Mrs. Prim?. -

Ie dotb not consist in cut hair; spotted face,37. and

bare necks::Oh, the wickedness of this.genération!
The .primitive “women38 knew: not: ‘the

abomination of hooped petticoats. =« 700
MRS. LOVELY.

No, nor the abomination of cant nen;her Dont teﬂ

me, Mrs. Prim, don't. I know you havelas miich”
pride,. vanity, self-conceit, and ambition arfiong
_you, couched-under- that.formal habitcand
sanctified countenance, as the proudest.of us. all
but the world begins to see your prudery NUTTAEL
MRS. PRIM. &
Prudery! What! Do they invent new words39 asﬂ,

well as new fashions? Ah! Poor, fantastic age, I pity
thee. Poor deluded Anne, which dost thotw-think”

most resemblest the saint and which the sinner,-thy
dress or-mine? Thy naked bosom allureth the eye
- of the bystander, encouragethi the frailty of human
nature, and corrupteth the soul-with“evil Iongmgs
MRS. LOVELY. :
And pray who corrupted your.son: Toblas w1th ev11
longings? . Your . maid ~Tabitha- iwore. a
‘handkerchief,40 and yet he made- the Samt*
sinner. R

* MRS. PRIM.

Well, well, spit thy malice. I confess Satan dldr/

buffet my.son: Tobias and: my:servant Tabitha; the
evil spirit was at that dme too strong and they both

became subject to its workings—not fromi any

outward provocation—but from an inward call; he
was not tainted with the rortenness of thé fashions,

nor did his eyes take in the drunkenness of beauty. #

37 cur h:ur, spotted face] hair tnrnmed to frame the face,

rather than being pulled straxght back face fashlonably}

decorated with patches made of silk.or velvet p

38 primitivé women] women' of the earliest Christian
church

39 Prudery ..
word; the first recorded Enghsh usage occurs in- Tbe
Tatler, No. 126 (1709). i

40 handkerchief] scarf draped around the neck to° conceal

a low neckline

. new words] prudishness;i ongmallyaFrench
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* MRS. LOVELY. o
I hate handkerchlefs when tlS not cold weath r,‘ ;

s

[IL.ii]

MRS. LOVELY.

No!'Thar’s pla‘inly‘to’ beseen. = o
Tabltha is one of the f:uthful he fell nott Wlth ‘a’

stranger.
MRS: LOVELY.:: :
So! Ther-you hold wenchmg 0] cnme, provxded

it be within the pale of your own' tnb You" a:e'

an excellént'casuist, trily.
Enter Obadiah Prim.

OBADIAH PRIM. : ARSI =
“Not stripped of thy vanity yet, Anrie? '\Why dost
‘not thouw’ make her put it off Sarah’ D5

MRS. PRIM.” st Dt e
“She will not do e R

OBADLAHPRIM owind ERRAS KRS PSR ek
Vemly, ithy iaked breasts troubleth my otrward
‘man; T pray’thee hide * em, Anne, put ona hand-
‘kerchief, Anne ‘Lovely: -7 "

Mr Prim "
MRS. PRIM.

I have seen thee wear a handkerchlef nay, anda

‘mask to boot, in the rruddle of ]uly
MRS, LOVELY.

Aye, to keep the sun from scorchmg
OBADIAH PRIM S _ A

If thou couldst not béar tﬁé‘sﬁnbeams;E how dost

thou think man should bear thy beams? ThoSC i

breasts inflame desire; ler them be hld I say
MRS. LOVELY.
Let me be quiet, I say. Must I be tormented thus

forever? Sure no woman’s condmon ever equalled )
mine; foppery, folly, avarice, and hypocnsy are by .
turns my constant compamons, and I must vary ‘

whlch he never mtended you should take ;

OBADIAH PRIM.
‘Hark thee, dost'thou call good counsel ryranny’
Do I, or my w1fe, tyranmze.»when we. desxre thee
in all love to put off thy mimng artire, and veil
r_hy provokers w© sm’ i -
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MRS. LOVELY. e

Deliver me, good Heaven! Or I shall go dlsttacted
: LTS

(Walks about.)
MRS. PRIM.: ST :
Sol Now thy pinners are tossed and thy breasts

pulled up; verily they were seen encugh before: fie,

upon. the ﬁlthy tailor who made. them stays
MRS. LOVELY.
I w15h Iwerein my grave' lel me rather than ireat
me thus
Kill thee! Ha, ha, thou thmkst thou art; actmg,
.some lewd play sure; kill thee! Art thou prepared
for death, Anne Lovely? No, .no, thou wouldst
rather have a husband, Anne. Thou wantest a.gilt
coach with six lazy fellows behind; to, ﬂaunt itin
the ring of vanity among the princes; and rulers of
‘the land, who pamper themselves. w1th the fatness
thereof bur I will rake care. that none shall
squander away thy father’s estare;: thou shalt marry
none such, Anne. ; <
MRS. LOVELY. D
Would you rnatry me to one of § your own canung
secezb
OBADIAH PRIM. :
Yea, verily, none else shall ever get my consent, I
do assure thee, Anne. :
MRS. LOVELY.

And I do assure thee, Obadlah that I W111 as soon~,

turn papist and che ina convent
MRS.PRIM. |
Oh W1ckednes$! o
MRS. LOVELY. -
Oh stupidity!
OBADIAH PRIM.
‘ “Oh blindness of heart! o
i MRS 'LOVELY: [Aside o Przm]
Thou bhnder of the world, dont provoke me, 1est
1 betray your sanctity and leave y your w1fe 0] dge
of your purity. What were the emotions of your
spirit when you squeezed Mary by the hand Tast

night in the pantry, when she told you, you bussed )

so filthily? Ah! You had o aversion to naked
bosoms when you begged her to show - youa httle,
lictle, lirele bit of her delicious bubby Dont you

remember those words, Mr. Prim? * *
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MRS. PRIM.. e
What does she say; Obadlah’

OBADIAH PRIM.

She talketh-unintelligibly, Sarah.. (Aszde) Whlch
way. did:she-hear this? This:should-not have
-reached the ears of the w1cked ones, vemly, it
troubleth me. DL Sl

Enterserwznt o o

B SERVANT

~Philip Modelove, whom they call Sll‘ Pluhp,41 is
below, and such: another w1th hlm, shall I send
themup? o o ,

OBADIAH PRIM
Yea (Exir [servant]. )

Enter Szr szlzp and Colonel

SIR PHILIP. : S
How dost: thou do, Fnend Prun Odso' My she—
- Friend here too!l What, you dre documenung
‘Miss Nancy, redding: her a lecture: upon the
plnched coif, T warrantye. " . iul s 50T

T am sure. thou never. readest. her any: lectute that

was good.—My flesh riseth so at these wicked ones

that prudence adviseth me to withdraw frorn thelr
sight. (Exit.) REIEN

" COLONEL. (dside.)

Oh! That I'could find meins to speak to- her' How
charming she appears' T w1sh I could get T.bJS letter
“into her hand I R
SIR PHILIP : ‘ EHEEE R
Well, Miss Cocky,43 I hope thou hast got the
-better of them.
MRS. LOVELY. L
The difficulties of my life are not to be surmounted,
Sir Philip. (Aside.) I hate the impertinence of hun as
“much as the stuplchty of the other Cot
OBADIAH PRIM..
Venly, Ph_lhp, thou Wllt spotl thlS malden

4 Philip
- was another Quaker public testimony. = =i

42 documenting] admomshmg in an authontauve orim-

" perious manner’
43 Miss Cocky] a term of endearment

+Sir Philip]: the:refusal to use honortﬁc txtles
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SIR PHILIR
I find we still: differ in opinion; but that we' may
-none of us spoil her, prithee, Prim;lec us consent
to marry her. T have sent for ourbrother guérdians
to meet me here-about that very thingi~—Madam,
will you give me leave to recommend a husband-
to you? Here’s a gentleman whichi, in my mind,
you can have no objection to. (Presents the Calonel
to her; she looks another wzzy ) ;

MRS. LOVELY. (dside.) - ;
Heaven dehver me from the formal and thc

fantastic fool.:
COLONEL.

A fine woman, a fine horse, and fine-equipage‘are

the finest things in the universe:/And if I am so

happy to possess you, madam, I shall bécome thec
-envy:of mankind, as'much as yououtshine your

whole sex. (As he takes her hand to kiss ity he.endeavors

to put a letter into it; she lets it drop; Prim ta/ees it up )

MRS LOVELY. (Titmzng -from him:):
I have 'no.ambition to appcar conspxcuously
ridiculous, sir.’ : o L

COLONEL.

So fall¢ the hopes of Fainwell. ;

. MRS. LOVELY. (Aside.) . .ov: wii ooiilzasl s
Hah! Fainwelll "Tis he! What havc I done? Prun
has the letter and all will be dlscovercd il

OBADIAH PRIM. . Rt ;«"‘;‘5
Friend, I know not thy name, so cannot call thee
by it, but thou seest thy letter is unwelcome to the
maiden; she will not read it.

MRS. LOVELY, "~ *

Nor shall you. (Snatches the letter.) Tll tear it-ina”

- thousand pieces-and.scatter it, as:I will the hopes

of all those that any of you shall recommend to

me. (Zears the letter.)
SIR PHILIR .. ..~ . -
Hah! R_tghc woman, fauth'
. COLONEL. (Aside.) . ;..
Excellent woman. -
OBADIAH PRIM.
Friend, thy garb favoreth too, much: of thc vamty

of the age for my approbation; nothing that

resembleth Philip Modeloveshall I love, mark thar;
therefore, Friend Philip, bnng no more of, thy own
apes under my roof. i b
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SIR PHILIP. S
I am'so entirely a'stranger to the monsters of Lhy
breed thar T shall bnng none of r_hem, I am sure.

COLONEL. (Aside.): -

I'am likely to have a precty task by that time' I havc
- gone through them all; but she’s a city worth taking
~and ¢gad I'll cirry on the siege. If T can but blow-up
the outworks, I fancy I am pretty secure of the town

Enter servant.

SERVANT. (Tb Szr szlzp )

Toby Periwinkle and Thomas Tradelove\-
démandeth 1o see-thee. Lo v
SIR PHILIP. N

Bid them come up. SR
MRS. LOVELY: i SRR R :

Deliver me from such an: mundatmn of noise and

nonsense. [Aside.] Oh Fainwell! Whatever thy

contrivanceis, prosper it Heaven; but ‘oh; I-fear

thou never canst redeem me. (Exzt) ANNINE
SIR PHILIE - ' :

Sic transit glorla mundi.

Enter Mr Perzwzn]ele zznd deeloue o o

(Aside to the C’alonel )} These are 'my brother '

guardians, Mr. Famwell prlthee obscrve the

creatures. ' ; IR
TRADELOVE B

Well, Sir Phlhp, I obey your summons..
PERIWINKLE.

Pray, what-have you to offer for thc good of Mrs

Lovely, Sir Philip?

SIR PHILIP. L
First, T desire-to know what you: mtend o do wu;h
that lady. Must she be sent to the Indies fora
venture,44 or live to be an old maid’ and then-
-entered.amongst your curiosities and shown for a
monster,%3 Mr. Periwinkle? '

enterprises, here perhaps securlng a mamage w©a
wealthy plaricer ~

45 live ... monster] old maids were consxdered unnatural
in the sense thar their reproductive capacities were not

turned to account; as a virtuoso, Periwinkle collects such-

oddities (“curiosities”).
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COLONEL. (4side.) -
- Humph,; curiosities! That must be: the virtuoso.
PERIWINKLE. - - .. oy
Why, what would you do wn:h her> i
SIR PHILIP. .. - i
I would recommend thxs oem:leman to, her for a
~husband, sir—a person whom I have plcked out
. from the whole race of mankind. :
OBADIAH PRIM.

I would advise thee to shuffle him again wn:h the '

rest of mankind, for I like him not.
COLONEL.

Pray, sir, w1thout offence to your formahty, what

may be your objections?

OBADIAH PRIM. 3
Thy person; thy manners; thy dress, jh’y
acquaintance;. thy every‘thmg, Fnend L

SIR PHILIP: :

You are most parnculary obhgmg, Frlend ha, ha.

TRADELOVE.. .- . ,

What business do you follow, pray, sy

COLONEL. (Aside.)

Humph, by that quesnoﬁ he must be the broker_ ‘

Business, sir! The busmess ofa gentleman
TRADELOVE. '

. That is as much ro say, you dress ﬁne, feed hl'-"h
lie with every woman you like, and pay.your

surgeon’s b1Hs46 better than your tailor’s ‘or’ your:

butchers. .
COLONEL. ‘
The Court is much obliged to  you, sigy for your
character* of a Oendeman ERE P
TRADELOVE.
The Court, sir! What would the Court do Wlthout
us citizens?
SIR-PHILIP. =
Without your wives and daughters, you meany Mr
Tradelove? :
PERTWINKLE.
Have you ever traveled, sir?
COLONEL. [A;zde]
" That question” must not be answered now—-In

books I have, sir.

T

46 pay ... bills] payment for cures for venereal disease..
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PERIWINKLE. ‘
In books? That’s fine traveling mdeed'—SLr Phlhp,
. when:you preserit a person I like, he shall have-my
- consent to marry. Mis. Lovely—~mll When, your
servant. (Exit) . - :
COLONEL.: (Aside.)
I’ll make you like me before I have done Wlth you,
vor I'am mistaken.: S s
TRADELOVE. . ,
And when you can convinée me that a beau is’
-.more useful to my country than a merchant, you

shall have mine—ull then, you must excuse. mie.
(Exit.) IR

. COLONEL. (dside.).. - .

So muich for trade. I'll fit* you' 100..: 11 xonlt
SIR PHILIP. . g

In my ‘opinion, this is very: mhurnane freatment

-as o the lady; Mr.. an b e
OBADIAH PRIM.

Thy opinion and imine happens 6] d1ffer as much as’

our occupations, Friend; businéss requireth’ my

presence and folly thine, and so I must: b1d thee

farewell. (Exit.) Lol
SIR PHILIP.

Here’s breeding for you, Mr Famwe]l' Gad take’

me, I'd-give’half my estate to see these rascals bit.*

s COLONEL (Aside.) "

I hope to bite you all, if my plots th

: Act HI scene i. The tavern. -
Sackbut and the Colonel i7 an Egyptzzm d)'es_f:;47~ o

SACKBUT. - fe
* A lucky begmnmg, Colonel—-—you have got the old
beau’s consent.

COLONEL.

Aye, he's a reasonable creature, but the other three“’

will require some pains. Shall I pass’ upon him,

think you? Egad, in my mind,I- Iook as anuque g

as if I had been preserved in the ark
SACKBUT. : SE
Pass upon him! Aye, aye, ‘as’ roundly as whlte wine

47 an Egypmm dress) probably the- convenmonal theatrical
" costume forMiddle-Fistern characters: a long robe,
baggy breeches, and a turban
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dashed with sack does for rnountatn48 and: sherry,
-if you have but assurance: enough
COLONEL. :
I have no apprehensxon frorn that quar
assurance is the cockade of a. soldrer &
SACKBUT ; A et 4 ¥
Aye, | but the assurance of a soldaer drEers much frorn
that of a traveler. Can youl lre wrth a good grace?
COLONEL. o
As heamly, when my, rrustress is the pnze, as Iwould

0

15

1 Wlsll all my debts would cornelas sure I told lum
) you had been a great traveler, had rnany valuable

keep you till he catnie.
COLONEL.
Aye, aye, he need hot fear 1 rny runnlng away Tets
have'a bottle of sack, landlord, our. ancestors drank
sack.
SACKBUT. :
“You shall have o b
- COLONEL :

.2

SACKBUT AT :
There’s the conveyance sir. (Exzt)
COLONEL. T
Now if I should cheat all these rogursh gu 4ns
“and carry off my mistress in’ triumph; it would be = 30
~what the French call a.grand coup déclar.4%-Odso!
Here comes Periwinkle. Ah! Deuce take this beard;
pray Jupiter it does not.give me the slrp and spotl all

Enter Szzrkbut wzth wzne zznd Perzwzn/ele followm o

SACKBUT fenn ol s
Sir, this gentleman, heanng you have been d'gredt!
traveler and a: person-of fine speculation,”0:beégs 35
leave to take a glass with you; he:is a man-of
curious taste himself.

48 mountam] a vanery of Malaga whlte wire made from

grapes grown-in the-mountains’:! ! ¢
49 grand. ... d'éclat) gredr, dazeling- feat (Fr)
50 speculation] profound;-conjectural _reasomng :

{IIL.]

COLONEL.. [P N O PN
The gentlernan has itin- n-his face and garb siz, you
are welcome. {

PERIWINKLE. sl
Sir, I honor a traveler and imen of your inquiring
disposition. The oddness of your habit:pleases mie-
- extremely; 'tis veryf antrque, and for, that I like it.

COLONEL: ..-;

:Itisvery annque, S FF hls(habrt once belonged to
-the famous Claudius: Ptolerneus;,51 who lived in the
.year a hundred and thirty five. -

SACKBUT. (Aside.)

If he keeps up to the sarnple, he shall he w1th the
devil for 4 bean-stack-and win it every straw.)2
PERIWINKLE. o
A hundred:and. thirty-fivel Why, thats pI'OCngIOUS
now. Well, certainly ’ds the finest thmg in- the

world to be a traveler. ‘

COLONEL. s
For my part, I value none of the modern faslnons
of>3 a fig-leaf. ' ‘

PERIWINKLE. et ‘

No more do I, sir; I had rather be the )est of a fool

than-his-favorite: I am laughed-at here-for my
- singularity. This’ coat, you must.know,: sir, was
formerly worn by that ingenious.and: very learned
person, John Tradescant.>4

COLONEL. : i
-John Tradescant‘ Let-me ernbrace you, sir. ]ohn
Tradescant was my uncle, by mother-side;-and 1
thank you for the honor you do his memory, he
was a very curious man indeed. :

PERIWINKLE.

Your uncle, sit! Nay then, ’tis no Wonder that your
taste is so reéfined; why, you have it in your blood.

A FURTRL S
AL it

51 Claudius Pnoléiiiéuéj fan-lons Grcek astronorner, rnath—

. emarician, and geographer of Alexandria, also k.nown as
‘“Ptolemy ''''
52 fie .. straw] Ina ylng contest W1th the devil for 4 stack
" of ‘recently harvested beans, the Colonel would win it
down to the laststraw.
53 of] at - S ST
54 John Tradsescant] (1608 1662) traveler, naturalrst, and
. gardener; his collection:of natural curiosities was famous
and became the basis of the Ashmolean Museum. .
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{IIL]

" My humble service to you, sir, to the immortal
memory of John Tradescant, your never-to-be-
forgotten uncle. (Drinks.) TR

COLONEL. ]

- Give me a glass, landlord. B

PERTWINKLE." ik
I find you are primitive even-in your wifie; canary

was the drink of our wise forefathers; *tis'balsainic’

‘and:saves the charge-of'apothecaries’ cordials: :Oh!
~that Thad lived in your uncle’s days! Or rather, that
he were now alive. Oh! How proud hed be of such
a nephew! . » '
SACKBUT. (Aside.) -+ o0 o mnust
Oh pox! That would have sporled the Jest
PERIWINKLE.
“A person of your cunosrry must: have collected
many rarities. ‘
COLONEL. - :
I have some, sir, whrch are not yet come ashore,
as an Egyptrans idol. -
PERIWINKLE.
Pray, what rmghr that be?
COLONEL. Db
It is,7sin 2 kmd of an’ ape, whrch they formerly
worshipped in ‘that country, I took it from the
breast of a female mumrny : :
PERIWINKLE.

Ha, ha! Our women retain part of therr 1dolatry5

“to this day, for many an ape hes ona ladys breast,
ha;ha— ,
SACKBUT. (Arzde)
A smart old thief. . -
COLONEL.
Two tusks of an hippopotamus, two pair of
-Chinese nutcrackers, and one Egyptian mummy.
PERIWINKLE.
Pray, sir, have you never a crocodrle’
COLONEL. e
Humph! The boatswain brought 6ne with design to
show it, but touching at Rotterdam and hearmg it.
was no rarity in England, he sold itioa Dutch poet
SACKBUT.
The devil’s in that nation, it nvals us in everythmg
PERIWINKLE.
I should have been very glad to have seen-a hvmg
crocodile. . b
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COLONEL.
My genius led me to” thmgs -more Worthy of my
regard. Sir, I have seen the utmost hrmts of this
globular woild; I have seén the sun tise and- set;
know in whar degree ‘of heat he is at nooit to the
breadth of a hair and what quantity ‘of
cornbusnbles ‘he burns ‘in a day, how 'much of it
turns to ashes and how much-to cmders R
PERIWINKLE. S
“To cinders? You amaze-ié; sir; I riever heard that
" the sun consumed anythmg Descartes55 tells us——
COLONEL.
Descartes, with the rest of his breth
ancient and modern, knew nothmg of the matteri
T'tell you, sir, that nature admrts an annual decay,
though imperceptible 0 vulgar eyes. Someumes
' hi§'rays destroy below, sometimes above You have
" heard of blazing comets, I supposeP o
Yes, yes, I remember to-have seen one and our
astrologers tell us of another whlch shaH happen
very quickly.6
COLONEL. : :
Those comets are litte islands bordermg on the sun,
which at certain times are set on fire by thar
- luminous body’s moving over them perpendrcular,
Wthh will one day occasiona general conﬂagrauon
SACKBUT. (Aside) ..
One need not scruple the colonel’s capacrty, farth
This is marvellous strange’ These cmders are What
I néver read of in any of our learned dissertations.
COLONEL. (Aside.) - PR st
1 dort know how the devil you. should
SACKBUT. (dside.) . . . -
He has it at his ﬁngers ‘ends; one would swear he
bhad learned to lie at school, he does it so cleverly
- Well, you travelers see strange thmgs' Pray, sir, have
*you any of those cinders? » =1 & i s

55 Descartes] René Descartes (1596-1650) wrote abour sun
spots in his unfinished scientific work, The Warld:. - *

56 astrologers ... quickly]:fastrologers™ for “astronorivers;
in 1705 Edmund Halley predJcted the return of the
comer he had observed in 1682:... = .=
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.. SACKBUT. (Aside.)- .

COLONEL.
I have, among my other curiosities."”
PERITWINKLE. ca AR
- Oh, whathave I‘lost for want: of travelmg‘ Pray,
what have you else?
COLONEL. . oo
Several thmgs worth your attention. I have a muff
made of the feathers of those geese* that savcd the 130
Roman Capxtol .
PERIWINKLE. -
ISt possible? o
SACKBUT. (Aside.)~ UL
Yes; if you are such a goose:to behevc hun
COLONEL. . .
I have an Indian leaf, which open will cover an-acre
of land, yer folds up into so httle a compass, you 135
‘may put it into your. snuffbox st f

Humph! Thats a r.hundcrcr

PERTWINKLE. i b
Amazing!

COLONEL. S ; .
Ab! Mine is but a htdc one; I have seen sofné of
them that would cover one of the. Canbbean 140
islands. ‘ 20

PERIWINKLE. R (ER ET I L {
Well, if T don’ travel beforc Idie; 1 shant rest in
my grave. Pray, what do the Indlans w1th tchcmP

COLONEL.. Sy 2y e -

Sir, they use them in ) theirwars for tents;; thc old
women for ndmg hoods, the young for fans and 145
umbrellas. : g

SACKBUT. (dside)

:xHe has:a fraitful i mvenuon

PERIWINKILE. S s ;
I admire our East India Company57 unports none
of them; they would ccrtamly ﬁnd thcn' account
in them:~ . a evris

COLONEL. (A:zde) : bLeopnnong i
Right, if they could find the lcavcs —Look yc, sir,
do you sée this htdc vial?o! caseeoa o

PERIWINKLE. o
Pray you, what is 1t’ i

150

57 East Indxa Company] Jomt—stock tradmg comp:
the monopoly on trade with Indiaand:Asia:

| COLONEL

" PERIWINKLE.

PERIWINKLE.

[I1Li]

COLONEL. EUAGR RN
~Thisis calléd pblzgqoséoia.sg it s
PERIWINKLE. ‘
Poluflosboiol It has a rumbhng sound Coss
** COLONEL. ~ - :
Righ, six, it procecds from a rumbhng nature. This'
“water was ‘part of those waves which® Bore
Cleépatra’s vessel when- she sailed to mccc Anthony
PERTWINKLE. e :
Well of all that ever travcled none had a tasce hkc
you. e 160

But here’s the wonder of the world Thls, i

called, 202> or moros mmp/ﬂanon GOKth ftiles

of this is mcsmmablc T ;
PERTWINKLE.

Moros musphonon! What in the name of wxsdom

can that be? To me it scems a plain | bcl"' ’

165

ThlS glrdlc has carmed me all Lhc world

You have carried it, you mean.
COLONEL. )
I mean as I say, sir. thnever I'am. glrded w1th
this, I am invisible; and by rurning this lictle screw
can be in the court of the Great Mogul, the Grand 170
- Seignior,6!. and King, George, in as,litdle time as
your cook can poach an egg.

You must pardon me, sir,.I can’t behcvc it.,
COLONEL. i s

If my landlord pleascs, he shall try thC expcnment

immediately.
SACKBUT.

I thank you kindly, sis,; but.I havc no; 1nchnauon

to ndc post to the devil. i

Y L w0 feel LTl 175

ten called in earlier periods a girdle

* 60 smoros musphonon) fanciful Greek: mousetrap for 2 fool

(Stathas)
61 Grand Seignior] the Sultin of Turkey™
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. SACKBUT.

L]

COLONEL.

No, no, you shan’t stir a foor; Lll only make you'

invisible.

But if you could not make me v131ble agamP )
PERTWINKIE. . .. ' :
. Come try it upon me, sir, I am not afrald of the
devﬂ nor all his tncks Zbud * I’H P and ‘em all
COLONEL. :
There, sit, put it on. Come, la_ndl rd
must face the east. (T/yey turn about) Is iton, su>
 PERIWINKLE. :
"Tis on. (T/ujl turn zzbout agzzm )
SACKBUT ‘ R N
. Heaven protect ‘mel Where 1s heP o
Why here, j )ust where I was.
~ SACKBUT.

“Where, Where, in the name of Ve Ah poor M.,

Periwinkle! Egad, look to’t, you had. best, sir, and

ler him be seen again, or T shall have you burnt,v

for a wizard.
COLONEL.

Have patience, good landlord
PERIWINKLE. =~ -

But really; dont you see me now’
SACKBUT. - o

‘No more than I see my grandrnother that d1ed

forty years ago. .
PERTWINKLE.

Are you sure you dor' lie? Metbmks I stand just

where I did and see you as plam as I d1d before -

SACKBUT: :
Ah! IT'wish I could see you once again: :
COLONEL.
Take off the girdle, sir. (He mkes it oﬂ)
SACKBUT. .
A, sir, T am glad to see you Wn:h all my heart
(Embraces him.)
PERIWINKLE. o

This is very ‘odd; certamly, there raust be some
 trick in't—Pray, sir, will-you do me the favor to-

- put it on yourself?
COLONEL. = .= . . = .. .
With all my heart. .= |
PERIWINKLE.
Bur first I'll secure the door.

920 SUSANNA CENTLIVRE:
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COLONEL. ' e
You know how to turn the screw; Mr Sackbut
SACKBUT. o

Yes, yes.—Come, Mr. Penwmkle, ‘we: miust tirn

full east. IR

They turn; the C’o/onel szn/es a’awn a tmpdgor S
N COLONEL o o

“Ti§ done; now ‘turn.
T/Ytijl turn.
PERIWINKLE.

. Hah! Mercy upon me! My flesh creeps upon rny,

bones.—This must be a conjurer, Mr. Sackbut
SACKBUT.

He-is the devil; Ithink' :
PERIWINKLE. . L

Oh! Mr. Sackbut, why do you naine the dev1l

when perhaps he may be at your elbow RN
SACKBUT. it

At my elbow! Marry, Heaven fOI‘bld Py
COLONEL.

(Below.). Are you satisfied, sir?
PERIWINKLE. : : '

.- Yes, sir, yes. ~How hollow. lns voice sounds'

SACKBUT.
Yours seemed just the same. Faith, I wish. Llns glrdlei

were mine, 1'd sell wine -no more. Hark:ye, Mr.
Periwinkle (zakes him aside till the' Colonel rises
again), if he would sell this glrdle, you rmght travel
- with great expedmon
COLONEL. - :
Butitis notto be parted w1d1 for money
PERIWINKLE.
I am sorry for', sir, because I thmk it r.be greatest
curiosity I ever heard of. LA
COLONEL.: : : = -

. By the advice of a léarned physwgnormst in Grand
Cairo, who consulted the lines in my:face; I
returned to England, where he told me I'should

-find a rarity in the keeping of four-men; which I
was born to possess for the benefit: of mankind,

and the first of the four that gave me his'consent;’

I should present him with this girdle. Till T have

found this )ewel I shall not part w1th the gu‘dle -

PERTWINKLE:: '
What can that ranty be? Did he not name it to you?

1
2
=}

™
1Y)
-
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COLONEL. . - .. ‘
. Yes, sir; he. called ita chaste, beauuful unaffccted
woman, ; .l .
PERIWINKLE..:- . - , s
Pish! Womeri are no‘rarities. I never had any great
.- taste that way. I married, indeed, to please a father
-and I got a gitl to please;my wife; but she'and. the
child (thank Heaven), died together., Women are
the very gewgaws of the creation; «playthings for
boys, which, when they write man, they ought to
throw aside. . o o g
SACKBUT. (Aﬂde) S
A fine lecture to be read to a crrcle of ladres' .
PERIWINKLE. = .
What woman is there, dressed in all the pndc and
 foppery of the times, can boast of such a foret 0p62
as the cockatoo’ : .
COLONEL.
(Aside.) T must hursor hrm —Such a skrn as the
lizard?
PERIWINKLE
“Such a shining breast as the hummmgbrrd’ N
COLONEL.  ** -
Such a shape as the antelope>
PERIWINKLE. * ,
Or, in all the artful mixture of their various dresses,
have they half the beauty of one box of butterflles>
COLONEL.  * +:
No, that must be allowed. For my ‘part, if it Were
not for the benefit of mankind, T'd have notlung
to do with them, for they are‘as 1nthfercnt 1o’ ‘me
as a sparrow oraﬂesh fly. LS
PERIWINKLE.. : =N
Pray, sir, what beneﬁt is the world w0 reap from
this lady? b
COLONEL. - ‘ SRR
‘Why, sir, she is to bear me'a son, who shall réstore
the art of embalming and the old Roman manner
of burying their dead, and, for the benefit of
. posterity, he is to drscover the longrtudeﬁ3 solong
sought for invain..' o o o

62 forerop] a nautical term, applied to hair arranged on the
forehead; by analogy, the cockaroo’s crest

63 discover the longitude] In-1714 Parliament had passed
a bill offering a prize of £20,000 for the first person to
develop an accurate way of finiding the longitide at sea.
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PERIWINKLE.
Od! These are  very valuable thmgs, Mr. Sackbut

He hrts it off admrrably and Tother swallows it lrke
sack* and sugar—Certainly this lady must be your
ward, Mr, Periwinkle, by her berng under the care
of four p persons.
PERIWINKLE.
By the description it should. (A.rza’e) Egad 1f 1
could ger thart girdle, I'd ride wrth the sun and
make the tour of the whole world in four—and—
twenty hours.—And are you to give that grrdle )
the first of the four guardians thart shall give his
. consent to marry. | that lady, say you, ; srr? o
COLONEL. L
I am so ordered, when I can find him, . S
PERIWINKLE. o
I fancy I know the very Wornan-—her narne is
Anne Lovely.
COLONEL.
Excellent! He said, indeed, that the ﬁrst letter of
_her name was L
PERIWINKLE :
Did he really’ Well, thar's prodrgrously amazrng,
that 4 person in Grand. Carro should know
" anything of my ward
COLONEL.
Your ward?
PERTWINKLE.
To, be plam wrth you, s1r, l am one of those four
guardrans '

el

- COLONEL.

Are you mdced sir? T am transported to ﬁnd the
" man who i 1s 10 possessd this moros musphonan 1s a
person of so cirious a taste. Here is a wrrrrng
drawn up by that famous Egyptran, which, if you
will please to sign, you must turn your face fu.ll
“north, and the grrdle is yours

* PERIWINKLE.

If I lrve trll thrs boy is born, I'll be ernbalmed and
séit to the Royal Socreryé4 when 1 drc o
COLONEL. = ’

That you shall most certainly.

- 64 Royal Socxety] screntrﬁc soc:rery founded by Royal Cha.r-

) ter in 1662 by | 1718 it was the butt ofmany a}oke
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: DRAWER

[IILi]

E';zter drawer.

Here’s Mr. Staytape the tallor, mqu1res
“Colonel. - :
SACKBUT. -
“Who do you speak t0, you son of a whore?
PERTWINKLE. (Aside.) -
Hah! Colonel!
~ COLONEL: (A;zde) : .
Confound the blundenng dog' v J:
Why, to Colonel— e
SACKBUT:
Get you out, you rascal. ([(zc/e.r him aut ami exzt
after him.)
DRAWER. [As bé exits.]
What the devil is the matrer? .
COLONEL.(Aside.) o
This dog has ruined all my scheme, I see by

Periwinkle’s looks.
PERTWINKLE.
How finely I should have been ¢housed. —Colonel
you'll pardon me that I did not give you your title
before; it was pure ignorance, faith it was. Pray—
‘hém, ‘hem—pray, Colonel, what post_ had thls
learned Egyptian in your regiment? . ..
COLONEL. (dside.) I
A pox of your sneer.—I don’t understand you, su'
PERIWINKILE.
° 'No? That’s strange! I understand 3 you, Colonel An

Egyptian of Grand Cairo! Ha, ha, ha. I'am sorry;

such a well-invented tale should do you no more
“Service. We old fellows can see as far into a
millstone* as him that picks.it. I am not to be
~tricked out of my 1 £rust, mark that L
COLONEL. (A;za’e) ' '
The devill I must carry itoffy I WlSh Iw Were f:urly
out.—Look ye, sir, you may make. what j Jest you.
please, but the stars will be obeyed sir, and,
‘depend upon it, T shall have the lady and you none
of the girdle. (Aside.) Now for’ Freernans pa:t of
the plot. (Exit.)
PERTWINKLE.
The stars! Ha, ha. No star has favored you; it’
‘seeriis. The girdle! Ha, ha, ha, none of 'your
legerdemain tricks can pass upon mé. Why, what
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a pack of trumpery has this rogue picked p? His
- ptzgad,65 poluflosboios, his zonas,:moros musphonons,
and the devil knows what. But I'll rake care-
Hah! Gone? Aye, ‘twas time to sneak off~~Soho!
:- the house! (Enter Sackbut.) Where is this trickster?
- Send fora constable; T'1l have this rascal before the
- ‘Lord Mayor; Tll Grand Cairo hirn; - with'a’ ‘pox to
him. T believe you had a hand in puttmg ‘this
--imposture tipon ‘me; Sackbut T
SACKBUT : : s
Who, I, Mr. Perlwmkle> I'scorn it 1 percelved he
was a cheat and left the room on purpose to send for
a constable to apprehend him; and efideayored to
stop him when he went out, bur the rogue made but
~ onesstep from ‘the stairs to the door, called a coach,
leapr into'it, and drove away liké the devil, as Mr.
Freeman can witness, who is at the bar and desxres to
speak with you; he is this mmute come to town

- PERTWINKLE.

Send him in. (Exit Sackbut.) What a scheme thls
rogue had laid! How I should have been laughed at,
had it succeeded! (Ente; Freeman booted [md
spurred.) M. Freeman, your dress commands your
welcome to town. What will you drink? T had like to
have been imposed upon here by, the veriest rascal—
FREEMAN. .

I am sorry to hear i. The dog ﬂew for t—he had
not scaped me if T had been aware of him; Sackbut
struck at him, but rmssed his blow; or he had done
his business for him. - - ...

PERIWINKLE.

I believe you never heard of such a conmvance,
Mr. Freeman, as this fellow.had found out. .
FREEMAN.
Mr. Sackbur has told me the whole story, Mr
Periwinkle, but now I have something to tell you
of much moré importance to yourself. I happened
to lie ore night at Coventy, and knowing your
" uncle, Sir Toby Periwinkle, T paid -him a visit'and
to my great surprise found hini dying.
PERIWINKLE.
.. Dying!
FREEMAN

~.Dying, in all éhpeafanee, Lhe servants Weepmg, ‘the’
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) PERNVINKLE

room in darkness; the apothecaty, shaking his
head, told me the doctors had given | hlm over, and
then there is small hopes, you know_

I hope he has made his will. He always told me
he would make me his heir.
I have heard you say as much and th refore resolved

amiss if you went down tomorr
PERIWINKLE o

Itis a long journey, and the roads very bad
FREEMAN

Think upor thar.

PERI\WINKLE L
Why, that’s true, as you say; Ill think’ upon /
the meantime, I give you many thanks for your
civility, Mr. Freeman, and should be glad of your
' corpariy to dmc Wlth me. -

FREEMAN '
I am obhged o be at ]onathans Coffee—house66
at two, and it is now half—an-hour ‘after one, 1f I
dispatch my busmess, r 11 wait on you, T know your
hour.

PERTWINKLE. : »
You shall be vcry welcome, Mr Freem.
your humble servant. (Exzt) e

Re-enter Colonel and Sac/eéut - - -

FREEMAN.” -
Ha, ha, ha' T have dore” your busmess, Colonel
he Has swallowed the baut l

COLONEL:

! ovcrhea_rd all though T am’ a httle m the dark I

" dm to personate a hlghwayman, I sippose. Tha's
a project I am not fond of; for though L may. fnght

~‘him out of his consent, he- may fnght meout of
my life67 when- hc dlscovers me; is he certamly
~mustin the end - - ‘

66 Jonathan's Coffee-house]. in Exchange Alley near the

.. Royal Exchange; center for speculators,rthe forerunner

... of the Stock Exchange ;. LS

67 frighe ... life] because hxghway robbery was, pumshable
by death
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FREEMAN, :
No, no; I have a plot for you wmhout danger, bur
first we must manage Tradelove. Has the tailor
~brought your: clothes? '
SACKBUT.
Yes, pox take the thief. -
COLONEL. e
Pox take your drawer fora }olt~headed rogue.

- FREEMAN..

- Well, well,:no matter, I ‘warrant we. have him yer.
But now you must put on the Dutch merchant:
COLONEL. :
The deuce of-this-trading-plot. I wish he had been
an old soldier, that I might have artacked him in
_.my own-way; heard him fight over all the bartles

of the Civil War—bur for trade; by ]uplter, I shall
never do it.

SACKBUT. . e o
Néver fear,"Colonel, Mt. Freeman Wlﬂ ‘instruct you

FREEMAN.
You'll see what others do, the coffee- house w1ﬂ
instruct you.

COLONEL.
I must venture, however. But I have a farther plot
in my head upon Tradelove, which you must assist.
me in, Freeman; you are in credlt with hxm,
heard you say.
I am, and wdl scruple nothmg to serve you,
Colonel. X

COLONEL. -
Come along then. Now for the Dutchman Horest
Prolemy, by your leave,
‘Now must bob wig68 and business come in play;
Anda falr thlrty—thousand-pounder lcads the way.

Act IV scene i. ]onat;hans Coffee—house
in Exchange Alley

Crowd of people. with.rolls af “paper and, parc/JmemG9
in their hands; a-bar, and coffee-boys waiting. Enter
Tradelove and storlejobbers with rollr of paper and.
pzzrc/;ment SR

68 hob wig]- asxmple, undress w1g . _
69 rolls .. .. parchment] for recording stock transactions
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" TRADELOVE.

{Ivi}

FIRST STOCKJOBBER.
.- South Sea at seven-eighths!70: VVho buys’
SECOND STOCKJOBBER: =~
South Sea bonds due at 1\/I.l<:ha(=_h1'1as,71 1718 Class
lottery tickets.”2 :
THIRD STOCKJOBBER. -
East India bonds?
FOURTH:STOCKJOBBER: g
What, all sellers and no buyers> Genrlemen,l"ll 5
buy a thousand pound for Tuesday nextat three—
fourths: Pt et s
COFFEE- BOY )
" Fresh coffee;, gentlernen, fresh coEee?

3

= Hark ve, Gabriel, youll pay the dlfference of that

iistock we transacted for fotherday:” vl 1o
GABRIEL. : s

Aye, Mr. Tradelove, here’s a note for the ‘money.

upon: the: Sword Blade! Company.73> (G'zues hzm a

note.) i
COFFEE-BOY.: -

Bohea tea, gendemen?
Enter a Man.

- Is Mr.'Smuggle here? = ¢ s
FIRST COFFEE-BOY.
Mr. Smuggles not here, sir, youll ﬁnd hnn at: the
~books.: SRS
SECOND STOCK]OBBER o
Ho! Here come* two sparks from the other end of
:the town. What news brmg r;hf:y> '

70" South:Sed at seven—elghths] stock if the South Séa Com-
- -pany, a‘chartered joint=stock trading company, with the
monopoly on English trade with South America and the
Pacific;.founded in-1711, mainly to.fund the; national
debr. Stock prices were convenmonally quoted in eighths;
only the final fraction is quoted

“Michdelras] ‘Feast of St. Mictizel, 29 September, one

of-the four quarter days of the business year, on. w]:uch
financial. transactions were completed-: ’ -

72 Class lottery tickets] one of the lotterles run by thé-gov-
ernment to fund the national debt; tickets were divided
into classes with different prizes for each:-———

73 Sword Blade Company] the'major'stock brokerage‘ ﬁrm
of the time and banker foi the Soiith: Sea Compariy

7
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TRADELOVE

) SECOND STOCK]OBBER

o TRADELOVE

: 74 C1v11

77 siege

Enter Two Gmtlemeﬂ el

Enter Colonel zmd Freemzzn '

afte):noonP Are you a bull or a b ar today,
Abraham? '
THIRD STOCK]OBBER
“A bull, faith, but I have a good put for next week
TRADELOVE.
_Mr. Freeman,. your servant' Who
genﬂeman’ D A
FREEMAN. = =~
" A Dutch merchant, )ust come ngla;
hark ye, Mr. Tradelove, T have a pxece'of news wdl
get you as much as the French kmgs death dld. if
you are expedmous - '

Sa}’ you so, sir! Pray, whatisit
FREEMAN. (Showing him a lerzer.) ‘
_Read there, I received it just now 'ﬁ' :

“belongs to the Emperors76 minis
TRADELOVE. (Reads.) k

“Sir, As T have many obligations to:you; T'cannot
miss any opportunity to show my grantude, thJs

loctery] ar govemment lottery (17
charge the debts of the- royal househald -, s
75 Jews] many jobbers and brokers were ]ews, but. preju—
dice reinforced the association between ]ews ‘and the
market : e
76 Emperors] Chatles VI, Emperor of Austria L
.. Cagliari] :Cagliati is the- capital’ of- Sardmm, at
this time part of the Austrian empiré; Spam had‘invaded
* Sardinia'in Auigiise 1717, provoking-a crisis in the Medl-

terranean.
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Dusseldorp. Postscript, In two or-three-hours the
- news will be public.” (Aside to Freeman.y May one
depend upon tlllS, Me: Freeman> CoEIL L

You may. I never knew this'person send me & false'

piece of news in my life.
TRADELOVE. e
Sir, I am much obliged to you.: Egad itis rare
news.—Who sells South Sea’8 for next Wee:kP
STOCKJOBBERS. (44 toget/aer)
Isel, LT, I, Isell. :
FIRST STOCKJOBBER. : '
Tl sell five thousand pounds for'next Week ar ﬁvco
eighths. ERE
SECOND STOCKJOBBER.
I'll sell ten thousand. ac ﬁve—crghths for thc same
time.
TRADELOVE.
Nay, nay, hold, hold, not all together, gentlemen,’
I'll be no buill, I'll' buy no more. than I :can take.
Will you sell ten thousand pound ata half for any
day next week, except Saturday? B
FIRST STOCKJOBBER: " ST :ifi:
I'll sell it you, Mr. Tradclove

Freeman w/mpers to ane of the gentlemen

GENTLEMAN. (Abud)
The Spaniards raised the srege of Cagharr‘ I dont
believe one word of it. ,
SECOND GENTLEMAN.

Raised the sregc‘ As much as you have rarsed the

_Monuinent.”%:
- Tis rarscd I asstire you, Sir:;
SECOND GENTLEMAN..
What will-you lay.on'e?

FREEMAN. ) g

- What you please. :
FIRST GENTLEMAN:-. e :
= Why, 1 have a; brother upon the spot in- the

- 78 South Sea] The South Sea Company traded wrth’ the
Spanish empire, whose militiry' fortiiries would affect

stock prices. B

79 Monument] a column designed by Chnstopher Wren

commemorating the Grear Fire of 1666 17
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Emperor’s service; I am certain if there wére: any
such dhing; I should have had a lettcr

A STOCKJOBBER. : :
How's this? The siege of Cagliari raised; Iwrsh v may
be true, 'twill make business stir and stoclcs nse

FIRST STOCKJOBBER.~ TL
Tradelove’s-a cunning fat bear; if this news proves
true, | shall repent I sold him the five théusand
pounds - Pray; sir; what assurance have you that
the siege is raised? Cedn
. There is come:an express to.the Emperors minister.

SECOND STOCKJOBBER. ... S
P'll know that presently. (Exzt)

FIRST GENTLEMAN. . : o
. Let it come where it wrll I’ll hold you ﬁfty pounds
‘tis false. : T -

FREEMAN.

"Tis done., i, .
SECOND GENTLEMAN
I'll lay you a brace of hundreds upon the same.:
FREEMAN. |, - o

Tll rake you .

FOURTH STOCK]OBBER. y
Egad, ll hold twenty preces ‘tis not rarsed srr

FREEMAN. o ~
Done with you too.

TRADELOVE, _

Tl lay any man a brace of thousands the srege is
raised. ‘

FREEMAN. (A.rzde t0 T'ma’elave)
The Dutch merchant is your man to take in.

TRADELOVE. 7
Does not he know the news?

FREEMAN. (7o Tradelove,) oo
Nota syllable, if he Clld. he Would bet a hundred
thousand pound as'soon as one penny, hes plaguyt
rich, and a rmghty man at wagers. '

TRADELOVE
Say yoii 0. ——Egad I'll bite hrm rf possrble —-—Are
you from Holland, sir?

COLONEL.

Ya, mynheer Ve

feowpil

80 five thousand pounds] ten thousand accordrng to the
first stockjobber’s revised offer to Tradelove - ‘
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[Ivi]

TRADELOVE. . fiio fao oo
.. Had you the news. before you cameiaway?
~ COLONEL.
- Wat believe youy rnynheerP
TRADELOVE. - .o
What do I belxeve’ Why I believe thd the
-~Spaniards have actually talsecl the; SLege of Cagllan
COLONEL ' s
s Wat - duyvels niews is- clat
mynheer,—'tis no true, sir. .
TRADELOVE.
2 Tis! s0 true,: mynheer, that Fllrlay yow: two
thousand pounds upon [t~ You dre sure the' letter~
may be depended upon, Mr.-Fregman?’
FREEMAN. (Aside o Padelove) E
* Do you think I would veriture iy foney: Lf I Wwere 105
¢ not sure of the truth of it?
COLONEL. e
Two duysend pond, mynheer, ‘tis gedaen—dxsv
gentleman sal hold cle gelt F'(Gwex Freeman oney.)
TRADELOVE:~ SRS s
With all my heart—this binds the wage"l Your have
certainly lost, mynheer, the 31ege is raised mdeecl 1o
COLONEL. S
Ik ‘gelove’t niet, ’MynheEf:‘Efee”
dubbled houden, if you please
FREEMAN.
Tamleti into the secret, therefore
‘money. A
TRADELOVE. :
Ha, ha, ha! [ have'sn i
ha, ha! This is no ill day’s wotk: ———Pray,
your name, mynheer? o
COLONEL. o

100

er- 120

"What the- clev1l isi
FREEMAN. , o
Oh! Never heed, I know the gentleman an Wlll
pass my word for twice the sum.
TRADELOVE. .
‘ That’slenollgh. I

125

926 SUSANNA CENTLIVRE <.’

SECOND COFFEE-BOY.

COLONEL,(Aside.) - o
You'll hear. of, me-sooner than youll W1sh olcl
.gentleman, I fangy-—Youll come to; Sackbuts,
Freeman? (Exiz.) : :

FREEMAN. (dside to- t/ye Colonel )
Immediately. :

FIRST MAN.
.-Humphtey Hump heré?.

Mr. Humphrey Hurp js fot here,_you it ﬁnd lum
upon the Dutch walk.81
TRADELOVE. i N i
-.Mr;_Freeman,.I give. you many  thanks. for your
~ kindness. frrigi
FREEMAN. (Aside.) . AT
.. Lfear you'll repent when you know all
TRADELOVE. '
Will you dme with me?
FREEMAN

TRADELOVE
Sig, your humble sérvant. Now I ll see what I can
do upon Change with my news. (Exm) :

» Scene u The tavern
Enter Freemzm and Colonel

FREEMAN & «“"“ : i
Ha, ha, ha! The old fellow swallowed the balt ‘as
greedily asa gudceon o i

COLONEL. " R
I have hlm, falth ha, ha, ha HIS two thousand
pound’s secure—if he would keep his moriey; he
must part with the lady; ha,ha: What came:ofyour
two friends? They performled their part-very well;
you should have brought "em:to take aglass thh us.
No matter, Well drink a botte together another
time. I did not care to bring'them hither; there’s

='no necessity to trust them ‘with: the main secret,
you know, Colonel. ‘

COLONEL, . U .
Nay, thats nght Pteeman PCRPR

81 Dutch-walk] meeting place for: Dutch merchants in the
courtyard of the Royal Exchangel: . CRLLTIIT
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Enter Sackbut.

SACKBUT. PRR RS

Joy, joy,: Colonel, the luckiest accldent 'in the World'
COLONEL. it

“What say’stthou? -
SACKBUT.

This letter does your business.
COLONEL. (Reads.) - piLEDAE :

“To-Obadiah an, hosu:r, near thc bmldmg called
. the Monument, in London '

“A letter tor Prlm, how came you by u:>
SACKBUT.

Looking over the letters our post-woman brought, :

as Lalways do, to see.what letters are directed to
my-house (for she can't read; you must know),
_spied: this to Prim, so’ paid for't82:among the rest;
‘Ihave given the'old jade a pint of wine on-purpose
10 delay time; till-you see if the letter:will-be of
any service; then T’ll seal it up again and tell heril
took it by mistake; I have read it and fancy y you YIE
like the pro;cct——read read Coloncl?.’
COLONEL. (Reads.)::
“Friend Prim; There is arnved from Pennsylvama
one Simon Pure, a leader of the faithful, who hath
_sojournedwith' iss eleven days and hath-been of
great comfort to the brethren: He interideth for the

quarterly meeting in London; I have recom--

‘mended him'to thy:House; T pray thee intreat him
~kindly.and let:thy wife cherish-him;:for he's of
weakly constitution. He will depart from-us the
third day;83 which is all from thy. Friend in the:
faith, Aminidab Holdfast.” ‘Ha, ha!" Excellent! T
understand you, landlord, I am to personate: rhls
Simon Pure, am I not?
SACKBUT: B o
.Don't you- hkc the hmtP .
COLONEL - LRI wIn
“Admirably welll:: ol

82 paid for't] Postage at the time was pmd by the rec:px-
ent, ..

83 third day] Tuesday, Quakers desxgnated the days of the
-week in this way to avoid the conventional desxgnauons
denved from the names of the pagan gods
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Tis the bcst contrivance in the world, lf the nght
Simon gets not there before you. ~

COLONEL.

‘No, no, the Quakers never ride post; he can’t be
here before tomorrow atr'soonest. Do you send and
buy me a Quaker’s dress, Mr. Sackbut; and-
suppose, Freeman, you should wait ar the. Bristol
"coach, that if you see any such person;; you mlght
contrive to give me notice. :
FREEMAN.
I will—The country dress and boots, are they
ready?
SACKBUT.
Yes, yes, everythmg, sir.
Bring ’em in then. (Exzt Szzckbut) Thou must dls—
patch Periwinkle first. Remember his uncle, Sir Toby
Periwinkle, is an old bachelor of seventy-five; thathe

has seven hundred a year, most in abbey land;84 that

he was‘once in love with your mother, and shrewdly
suspected by some to be your father; that you-have

been thirty years his steward, and ten years. his |

gentleman—rtemember to improve these hmts

COLONEL. ~
‘Never fear, let me.alone for thatr—bur whats the
steward’s name?

FREEMAN.

His name is Pillage. : « -

COLONEL. : :
Enough. (Enter Sackbut wzt/y clot//e: ) Now for the
country puc.85 (Dresses.)

FREEMAN.

Egad, landlord, thou deservest to have the ﬁrst
night’s lodging with the lady for thy fidelity. Whac
say you,. Colonel, shall wesettlé a club here, you 1
make one? -

COLONEL.

Make one? I'll bring a set of honest ofﬁcers that
will spend their money as freely to their King’s
health as they would their blood in- his service.

84 abbey land] part of the estate of an abbey before the dis-

solution of the monasteries at the Reformation ~
85 country put] bumpkin
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SACKBUT. i
I thank youy .Colonel (Bel[ rzng:) Here, here (Evzt
Swckbut.) ROt Do nTul Soonid

COLONEL. T

-So now for my boots. (Puts.on boots.) Shaﬂ I ﬁnd 75
.. you here; Freeman, when I come. back> e
FREEMAN.. A ' '
"Yes, or I'll leave Word w1rh Sackbur Where he may
send for me. Have you the wnungs’ the’ wdl and
everything? . R
COLONEL. ‘ i
Al alll - - G S o ial o 8o

Enter Sackbu.

SACKBUT. n it s
Zounds! Mr. Freeman! Yonder is Tradelove m-the'f‘:
dampedest passion in the wéild. He swears you are
.in the house—-he says you told him: you Was. to
dine‘here. .- L is o8 v

FREEMAN il :
I'did :s0. Ha, ha;- ha! He has found hlmself blt 85
already

COLONEL.. : e
The devill He must not sce me in thrs dress :

SACKBUT. o
1 told him T-expected. you hére; but:] you were ot
come yet. : :
Very well. ~Make you haste oug; Colonel and let 90
me alone to deal wn:h him. Where is he? ERE

SACKBUT.~ . .. .. N
In the ngs Head

COLONEL. '

You remember what I told you’
Aye, aye, very well. ——Landlord let h1rn know I am
come in—And now, Mr. Prllage, successattendyou. g5

 Exit Szzckbut

COLONEL
Mr. Proteus, rather... Lo L
From changing shape and i umtaung ]ove,
I draw the happy omens of my love. -
I'm not.the first young brother of. the blade o
‘Who made his fortune in.a masquerade (Exzt 100
Colonel.) Shlen s T e TR
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. FREEMAN. e s ok {_f e

. TRADELOVE: :

TRADELOVE. -

Enter Tradelove. St
FREEMAN.

- Zounds! Mr, Tradelove, we're bit it-seerfis. -

TRADELOVE. T o
Bit do you call it, Mr. Freeman;:I am: rmned Pox
on your news. RS

Pox on the rascal that sent it me..
TRADELOVE: N
Sent it you! Why Gabnel Skmfhnt has been at the 105
-minister’s and spoke with him, and he hds.assufed-:
him ’tis every syllable false; he received no; such
express. TIEADA
FREEMAN: v o : it ]
1 know. it. I thJS ‘minute pzm:ed w1th my! fnend
who.protested: he never sent me any such:letter. o
Some roguish: stockjobber: has doné it;on purpose
-to-make: me lose my-money; that’s-certain.: I wish
*I knew who-He.was; I'd make!him:répent it—1I
havelost:three hundred pounds byt &

What sxgruﬁes yout. three hundred pounds o) what 115
I have lose? There’s two thousand:pounds to:that :
Dutchman with the cursed longifame, besides-the
stock I bought.: The devilkiI:could. téar my: flesh: I
_must never show my face upon; Change more, for,
-by my-sotl; I can't! pay it
FREEMAN: : ERE
Jam: heartdy sorry fort. What :tan I sérve you m’
Shall: I: speak to:the Dutch: rnerchant and n'y to
~get you time- for :the payrnent? o

i e oy iodino T anin 120

Trme' Adsheart' E shall never be able to: look up
FREEMAN :
I am very much concerned that I was the occasion”
and wish I could be an instrument ‘of retrieving
your misfortune; for my own, I value it-noti="
Adso! A thought comes into my head, that-well
improved, may be of service. 130
TRADELOVE. e
Ah! Therés-ho thought can be of any service to
me, wrr_hout paymg the money or runrung away
How' do you know> What do’ you thmk of my
proposing Mis. Lovely to hun’ Heisa smgle man,

125




and I heard him say he had a mind to marry an

English woman. Nay, more than ‘that, he’said
somebady told him, you had a pietty ward. He
wished you had bet her instead of your money
TRADELOVE. -
Aye, but he'd be hanged before he'd" take ‘her

instead of the money: the Duich are too cévétous

for that. Besides, he did not know that rhere were”'

three miore of us, I suppose
So much the better, you may venture 0§ grve hun
your consent, if he'll but forgive you the wager It
is not your business to tell h1m that your consent
will signify notbmg ' : K

TRADELOVE. ' N
Thats right, as you say, but will he do it, rlunkyou’

FREEMAN.
Tcan'trell thar; bue I'll iy wharI can do wrth hun

He has promised me to' meet me here an” hour

hence; I'll feel his pulse and let you- know If I find"

it feasible, T send for you; if not, you are at hberry
to rake whar 1 measures you please B
TRADELOVE.” &,
You fust extol her beauty, dotible Her’ portion,-

and

tell him T have the entire disposal of her and that -
she can’t marry without my consent and thar T ‘am
a covetous rogue and will never parr wu:h her"

withour'a valuable consrderauon
‘Aye; aye, ler me alone fora he ata pmch

TRADELOVE. » .+« 0 o T
Egad, if you can bnng thls ) bear, Mr. Freeman,
P'll' make you whole again; I'll pay the- thiree
hundred pounds you lost, wrth all my soul '

Well, Ill use my best endeavors Where wrll you'

be?
TRADELOVE. -

At home. Pray Heaven 'yt prospet: If I were but

the sole trustee' now, I should: not fear it VVho rhe

devil would be a guardian, - > 7P

If when cash runs low, our coffers ¢ enlarge, L

We car't, like other stocks, transfer our charge?
(Exit.) e

Ha, ha, ha. He has it. (Bxit)
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Scene it Perrwmldes house

Enter Periwinkle on one side and ﬁwtman an the ot/aer

FOOTMAN.
A gentleman from Coventry'i 1nqu1res for you,~
PERIWINKLE.
"From my uncle, I warrant you, brmg lum up- [Exzt
footman.] This will save me the trouble, as'well as
the expenses of a ]ourney = ‘

Enter C'alonel

COLONEL:" # o rsiins v il
Is your name Per1w1r1l<le, srr? :f’ i et

Sll'.

e PERNVINKLE

It is; sin FERE LT et
COLONEL:" T S R L T
Iam sorry for the message T brmg My old’ master,
whom I served these forty years; clairiis the § sorfow
due from a faathﬁll servant to an 1ndulgent master " 10

(‘%8]75) ""r.;‘;:; dgpin st ,.::‘;'u: B
PERTWINKLE. - S Rt
By thrs I understand srr, my uncle, Srr Toby
Perlwmkle, is dead
COLONEL: " =

He is, sig, and he has left you heir to seven hundred V
a‘year'in a8 ‘good-abbey land as ever paid Peters 15
‘perice t6 ‘Rome. T wish'you long to enjoy it bur
-my tedrs will flow when I think of my benefacror.
(Weeps.) 'Ah! He was a good man—he has not left
many of his fellows—the poor laments hrm sorely
PERIWINKLE. A
"I pray, sir, what office bore you? -+ . - 7 g0
COLONEL. s R
['was his steward; sir.
PERTWINKLE: :
I have heard him mention'you with much respecr,
your name is— -

+ COLONEL.

Pillage, sir.
PERIWINKLE.: - R
Aye, Pillage! I do remember he called you Prllage 25
Pray, Mr. Pillage; when did my uncle die? -
COLONEL. A
Monday last, at four in the morning; About two
he signed this will and gave it into-my hands and-
strictly charged mie to leave Coventry the moment
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he expired and deliver it to you:with what speed I 30

could. T have obeyed hlm six, and there is the wdl

( Gives it 'to Peritinkle) = SR LR R =
PERIWINKLE.

"Tis very well, I'll lodge it.in the Comrnonx
COLONEL. V

UL
perform them as readrly as 1f you had found r.hern
written in t:he will, Whrch is to.remove hrs corpse

PERIWINKLE. (Aside.), I
That will be 2 consxderable chargq a pox:ofsall: 40
modern fashions.—Well! It shall be done, Mr
Pillage; I will agree with one of death’s: fashron— )
_mongers,. called an- undertaker, 0. -89 down‘ ,and
.bring up- the body ‘ T

COLONEL
Thope, sir, I shaﬂ have the honor to serve you in the 45

~ same station I did your worthy uncle; Iihave not ;

- many, years to stay behind him and. would  gladly
spend them in the family where Lwas brought up
(Weeps.) He was a kind and tender master to me.”

PERTWINKLE. :

Pray. don’t grieve, Mr. Plﬂage, you shall hold your 50
place and everything else which you } held under - my
uncle. You make me-weep toisee you so concemed
(Weeps.) He lived to a good old age—-,—~and wesare

all mortal. . :

COLONEL. : T
We are so, sir, and therefore I must, beg you to. 51gn 55
this lease. You'll find Sir Toby has ta'en: parucular; |
notice of it in his will. T could.not.get it rime
enough from the lawyer, or he had s1gned it hefore:

-he died. (Gives him a paper.). - .

A lease for what? LT T 6o

COLONEL. e
I rented a hundred a year of Sir Toby upon Iease,
~which lease expires at Lady Day-next, and T desire
to renew it for twenty years—that’s: all; sir

PERIWINKLE. o
Let me see. (Looks. over the leasé,)

COLONEL. (Aside.) :
: Matters go swunmmgly, if nothmg mtervene . 65
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PERIWINKLE

. COLONEL. (Aside.) -

PERIWINKIE..
Very weﬂ Lets see What he says in hxs wﬂl about
i (Lzz_ys t/Je lezzse upon. t/ae m/yle zma’ looks on_the
will).. - e ;
COLONEL. (Aside) )
He's very wary, yer 1 fancy L shall be too cunmng
for th . -

e 70
. PERIWINKLE _ : g
" Ho, here it is. © ———The farm lylng—-now: in
75
Pray you step to the door and call for
ink, Mr. Pillage. o
COLONEL. ey
I have pen and ink.in my pocket; sir. (Pulls.out an
znkbom ) I never go Wlthout that 21 8o
PERIWINKLE .
1 dunk it belongs to your professmn. [¢ He Zua.ér upon
t/ye pen while the Colonel changes the. Zeczse ana.’ lays
- down the contract.) T doubr this is but a sorry-pen, -
though it may serve to write my name. (TVrzte )
COLONEL. (Aside). . - ...
thde does he thmk what he srgns 85

paper.) Now I must desrre you o rnake what ‘haste-
you can down to Coventry: and take care of
everything, and I'll send down the undertaker for

the body; do you attend jt up, and, whatever charge 90
you are at, ] will repay you.-

You have paid me already, I thank you, sir,
PERTWINKLE. . 0
Will you dine with me?
COLONEL. e
I'would rather not; there are some of my nerghbors
‘which T met as I came along, who.leaves the town 95
this afternoon, they told me, and I should be- glad
of their company down el
PERIWINKLE., i ;1 :
Well, well, I wor't detam you
COLONEL. (Aside.)

[ don’t care how soonTamout.. .- 4 .5 i




PERIWINKLE.
: I'will give orders about mourning:

COLONEL. [Aside.] - RERRS
You will have cause to mourn, when you know
* your estate imaginary only: - -sii wiusini el
You'll find your hopes and cares ahke are'vain; -

In spite of all the caution you have t2en, | 0 577

Fortune rewards the faichful- Iovers pain: (Evzt)
PERIWINKLE.

Seven hundreda year' Iw1sh he hiad died severiteen

years ago. What a valuable collection of rarities.

might L have had by this time? I mighthave traveled

over all the known parts of the globe and'mademy-

:-own closet rival the Vatican at Rome. Odso, I have
a good mind to begin my travels now-let me see~—

I am but sixty! My father, grandfather) and great-:

grandfather reached ninety-odd; I have almost forty

years good. Let me consider! What will ‘Seven’

- hundred a yearamount to—in—aye! in thirtyyears,
I'll say but thircy—thirty times seven, is seven:times

thircy—that  is—just twenty-one. :thousand-
pound-—'tis a great deal of money—=I may very well-

reserve sixtéen hundred of it fora collection of such
rarities as will make my name famous to posterity. I
would not die like other mortals, forgottcn in ayeaj:
“or two, as my uncle will be. Now 22 ol o0
: With nature’s-curious works Tl raise my fame, :

That men, till doomsday, may repeat my name.
(Exzt) ' L

Sceneiv. A tavern‘
Freeman and deelave over 4 bottle .

TRADELOVE.
Come, Mr. Freeman, here’s Mynheer. ]an Van Tim,
 Tam, Tam—I shall: never thmk of that Dutchmans
‘name;bo o

F REEMAN

Mynheer Jan Van Tlmtammrehreletta Hcer Van‘

"+ Fainwell.

TRADELOVE. R A

Aye, Heer Van Fainwell, I never heard such al

::confounded name in life—here’s hls health I say.
(Drinks.) e b e T
FREEMAN:
1:With all'my heart::

100

10§

110

11§

120

[IV.iv]

TRADELOVE. IV
Faith, I never expecred to have found SO generous
a thing in a Dutchman:. S

FREEMAN.
Oh, he has nothing of the Hoﬂander A hlS
temper—except an antipathy to monarchy.86 As
soon as I told him your circumstances, he replied he:
would not be the ruin.of any man for the world and
immediately made this proposal himself. Let him
take what time he will for the payment, saidrhe, or:
if he'll give me his ward, I'll fornge hun the debt

TRADELOVE.
‘Well, Mr. Freeman, I can but thank you. Egad you
'have made a man of me again, and if ever | lay a
wager more, may [ rot in a gaol. e

. FREEMAN.

I assure you, Mr. Tradelove, I Was very much

concerned because I-was the occasmn——though

very innocently, I protest '
TRADELOVE., '

I dare swear you was, Mr Frceman ,

Enter a fiddler.

FIDDLER. :
. Please to have a lesson of mu51c or a song,
gcndemen’ '
A song, aye, with all our hearts Have you evcr a
merry one?

FIDDLER.

Yes, sir, my w1fe and I can give you a mcrry

dlalogue
Here is the song.

TRADELOVE.
"Tis very pretty, faith.

FREEMAN.
There’s somethmg for you o drmk fnend g0, lose
no time.

FIDDLER.

“1 thank you, sir. (Exzt)
Enter a’rzzwer and Colonel, dre:sed fbr tlye Dutc/y o v
merchant. E

8 antipathy to monarchy] Holland was a republic.
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[IViv]
cOLONEL. :
- Hah;-Mynheer Tradelove, Tk ben sorry voor your
troubles, maer Ik sal you easie maeken, Ik w1l de
gelt niet hebben b
TRADELOVE.: :
I shall forever acknowledge the obhgauon, siras
FREEMAN.
:But-you understand- upon what conchnon, Mr 40
Tradelove: Mrs Lovely
COLONEL. : B
Ya, de )uffrow sal al te regt'setren; mynheer '
TRADELOVE: - :
Wrth all my héait, mynheer, you shall have my
consefit to marry her freely Cabheen
Well then, as [ am a party concerned betweenyou, 45
Mynheer Jan' Van Timtamtirelireletta Heer Van
- Fainwell shall give you a drscharge of y “your wager
under his own hand, and you shall give him “your.
consent to marry Mrs. Lovely underyours; that is
the way to avoid all manner of chsputes hereafter 50
COLONEL.
Ya, waeragtig. SO,
TRADELOVE. S
“Aye, aye, so it is, Mr. Freéman, Tl grve it
mine this minute. (Sits down to wnte)
COLONEL.
* And 0 sal Ik. (Sits down to wrzte)
FREEMAN.
So, ho, the house. (Enter drawer.) Bid your rnaster 55
come up. [Exzt drawer) (A.rzde) I'll see r_here be
witnesses enough to the bargain.

Enter Sackbut.

SACKBUT.
Do you call, gentlemen?
FREEMAN. | |
Aye, Mr. Sackbut, we e shall want your hand here
TRADELOVE. ;
There, mynheer, there’s my consent as amply as 60
you can desire, but you must insert your own
name, for'T know not how to spell it; I have left a
blank for it. (Gives the Colonel a paper.)
COLONEL.
Ya, Ik sal dat well doen.
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COLONEL.

Now, Mr. Sackbut, you-and - IT'will witness jt. ( T/Jey 65
write.)
COLONEL:ww o S i
Daer, Mynheer Tradelove, is your drscharge (G’zves
him a paper) -
TRADELOVE. . |
Be pleased:to witnéss thrs recerpt too, gentlemen

Freemzm zznd Szzckbut put t/mr /mnafs

- Aye, aye, that Wewﬂl celideia e g0
COLONEL:.: ' v e d sl

- Well,. mynheer, ye imost meér doen, ye most: rnyn

voorspraek to: de )uffrow syn wk <

He means you'r must recommend hrm w0 the lady

TRADEEOVE.."  =iiv o o0 o0 leds =

That:1 will; and:ite - the rest: of my brother
guardians.:: i pa R RTHETE R

COLONEL.: i o R T
“Wat,voor den: duyvel heb you meer guarchans?

TRADELOVE.. G Gt
" Only three, mynheer

75

Wat donder heb ye myn betrocken, mynheer’ Had
Ik that gewoeten, Ik soude eaven ‘met you geweest
syns. e T 8o
SACKBUT
But Mr. Tradelove is the prrncrpal and he can do
a great deal with the rest, sir.
FREEMAN.
And he shall use his interest I promrse you,’
mynheer. T VS S
TRADELOVE.- , ' ,
Twillsayall that ever' I can. thmk onito recommend 85
you, mynheer, and if you please, T'll mtroduce you
to the lady 3 i
COLONEL:: i
Well, dat is waer. Maer ye must first spreken of
rnyn to de juﬁ}ow and to de oudere gendemen ;
Aye, thats the best way; and then I and 1'he Heer 90
Van Fainwell will meet you there.
TRADELOVE. i
I will go this moment, upon: honor Your -Hiost




obedient humble servant.—My speaking will do
you little good, myriheer, ha; ha. We have bit you,
“faith; ha, ha. My debr’s discharged, and for the man,
" He's my consent—-to get her 1f he can. (Exzt)
COLONEL: ' SRS o
Ha, ha, ha, thls was a rnasterplccc of ¢ contnvance,
Freeman : : SR
He hugs hunself with his supposed good fortine
and lictle thinks the luck’s of our 51de, but come,
pursue the fickle goddess while shes in the mood
* Now for the Quaker.
COLONEL.
That's the hardest rask.
Of all the counterfeits performed by man,’
A soldler makes the sunplest Puntan (Exzt)

o ActV scene 1. Pnrns house

Enter Mrs Prim zzna’ Mr: Lavely in Qua/eers drfss,
meetmg e : ',‘; :

MRS. PRIM. .
So, now I like thee, Anne Art 'thou not, better
without thy monstrous hoop coar87and patches! If
Heaven should make thee so many black spots
upon thy face, would it not fright thee, Anne>

MRS. LOVELY. —i;—,

_Ifit should turn your inside ourward- and show all
-the spots of your hypocnsy, ‘twould. fnght me
SWOISE:. . T S e

MRS. PRIM
My hypocnsy’ I scorn thy words, Anne I lay 1no
baits. G :

MRS. LOVELY.-- i -
If you did, youd catch no ﬁsh

MRS. PRIM. .
Well, well, make r.hy jests, but Id have thec o know,
Anne, that I could have catched as'many fish' (as
thou call’st them) in my time, as ever thou didst with’
‘all thy fool-traps about thee. If admirers be thy aim,
thou wilt have more of them in this dress than thy
other. Thc men, take my word for't; are most
desxrous to see what we are most ca:eful o conccal

87 hoop coat] hooped petticoat

95

100

, 10§

10

15

. TRADELOVE. :
What, in tears, Nancy? What have you done to,her, 3‘

- MRS. PRIM.
Thou hast more need to weep for thy sms, Annc«—-—'-

Vil

MRS. LOVELY.

Is that the reason for your formahty, Mrs an?

Truth will out. I ever thought; indeed;:there was

more design than godhness in the plnched cap
MRS. PRIM. ‘

Go, thou art corrupred with readmg lewd plays and

filthy romances, good for nothing but to lead youth

into the high road of fornication. Ah! Twish thou art

not already too familiar with the wicked ones. -

MRS. LOVELY. L .

Too familiar with the wicked ones! Pray, no more

~ of those freedoms, madam. I am.familiar with

" none so wicked as yourself. How dare you talk thus
‘to me!" You, you, you unworthy worian! you
(Bursts into: tear:) SR

Enter Tradelove.

Mrs. Prim; to-make herweep? =+
MRS. LOVELY.

Done to me! I admire I keep my senses: among '
you. Bur I will rid myself of your tyrann -if there

be either-law or justice to: be had; Ill forcc you (e
give me up.my hbercy : :

yea, for thy:manifold sins.. -
MRS. LOVELY. I AT
- Don’t think that Tll-be snll the fool: Whlch you have

made me. No, T'll'wear what I please,'go when and

where I please, and keep what company I thmk

fit and not what you shall direct—I w111

TRADELOVE. /
For-my part,.] do think all'this very reasonablc
Mrs. Lovely—'tis fit you should have your hbcrty,
and for that very purpose I am come. :

Enter Mr Perzwm/ele and O!nzdza/y Przm, wzt/J a letter
in /m /mna’ e

PERNVINKLE ,
I have bought some black stockmgs of your!
husband;: Mrs.. Prim; but he tells:me the glovers
trade belongs to you; therefore, I pray you look me

out five or six dozen of mourning gloves, such as_

are given at funerals, and sénd them: to my.house:
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+» TRADELOVE..

Vil

OBADIAH PRIM. AN 2
My friend Periwinkle has: got.a. good Wmdfall 50
today—-—seven hundred. ayeat e i ey
MRS. PRIM.! PR s
I wish thee j )oy of it, nelghbor
TRADELOVE L ‘ !
What, is: Sir Toby dead: thenp
PERTWINKLE. = . - .
He isl—You'll take- ‘care, Mrs. Prim?
MRS. PRIM.
o Yea, Iwill, neighbor
OBADIAH PRIM. :
" This letter. recommendeth a speaker,88 "tis: from
Aminidab Holdfast.of: Bristol.: Peradventure, he
will be here this night; therefore; Sarah;. do-thou
take care for his reception. (Gives /7er t/ye lerter)
MRS. PRIM.
I will obey thee. (Exzt) el 6o

A

55

. OBADIAH PRIM..

What art thou in the durnps fot, Anne>
TRADELOVE. g , _‘
~We: mustmarryher, Mr Primic * w07
OBADIAH PRIM. » S i
Why truly, if we could ﬁnd a husband worth
having, I should be as glad:to-see her. matned as

thou wouldst, nelghbor
Well saud there are but few Wotth havmg :
TRADELOVE : SV

' Em‘er Szrl’hzlzp Mode[ove R e
PERIWINKLE. :
“You :recommend! Nay, Whenever she rnarnes, LH
~recommend the husband.. Sevald il

SIR PHILIP. . co b oasning e saii it by
_ What, must it be a whale ora rhlnoceros, Mr;
“Periwinkle? Ha, ha, hal— M. Tradelove, Thave a.
bill* upon you (Gives him a paper.) and have been '
seeking for you all over the town. -l i

70

I H accept ity Su‘ Phlhp, and pay it When due; 75

88 speaker] minister. -
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" MRS. LOVELY,

_ TRADELOVE.

PERTWINKLE. « .. ‘

He shall be none, of the fops at your end of the
town, with full perukes and empty skulls, nor: iyet
none of your trading gentry, who. puzzle the
heralds to find arms for their coaches Noy h hall

_be a man famous for travels, sohdtty, and curiosity, 8o
one who has searched into the profundlty of
nature. When Heaven shall direct such a. ;
shall have my consent, because it may

’ beneﬁt of mankmd

The benefit’ of manklnd )
anatomize me? T
SIR PHILIP. o
Aye, aye, madam, he would dJ" ct Y0

8s

© Or pore over you through a rmcroscope t0'see how
your blood circulates from the crown of your head to
the sole of your foot, ha, ha! Biit I have a husband for g0
you, a man that knows how:to improve your fortune,:
one that trades to the four corners of the globée;}_‘-‘ e

MRS. LOVELY. o
And would send me for a venture perha :

TRADELOVE: e o
One thiat will dress you'in all the pndeiof Europe,
-‘Asia, Afnca, and Amenca-—a Dutch “merchan my 95
girll*

SIR PHILIP
" A Dutchrrian! Hay ha, théres a husband fora ﬁne
< lady == Ya, juffrow, will you mer myn slapen?Ha,
ha! He'll learn you to talk the language of the hogs,
madam, ha, ha

. % 100
TRADELOVE: <Lty s oo LT
He'll learn you that one merchant is of ‘more
service to a nation than fifty coxcombs. The Dutch.
know the trading interest to be ofmore beneﬁt to
the state than the landed L
SIR PHILIP - ot
- But-what is etther interestto a ladyP 105

TRADELOVE
“Tis the merchant makes the beHe How Would the
ladies sparkle in the box without the merchant The
_Indian diamonds! The French brocade! Fhe Italian

fan! The Flanders* lace! The fine Dutch holland!
How would they vent their scandal over their tea 10
tables? And where would you beaus have champagne

to toast your mistresses, were it not for the merchane?.



- OBADIAH PRIM. e o
Yea, but not thy kind of- knowledge—-—xt is thcf

- MRS.LOVELY. ain

OBADIAH PRIM. : e b e
Verily,* nclghbor Tradelove, thou dost waste’ t:hy

“breath about nothing. All‘thar thou-hast said
tendeth only to debatich youth and fill their heads

with the pride and luxury of this world-The-

-merchant is a very great friend to*Satan arid
sendeth as many to his dommlons as: the pope

PERTWINKLE. ‘

Right; I'say knowledge makes the man:

knowledge -of Truth::Search:thou’ for the hght

within and not for baubles; Friend. - :
MRS. LOVELY.

Ah, study your country’s good, Mr.! Penwmkle, and,

not her insects. Rid you of your homebred-

~morsters before you fetchrany from-abrodd. I dare
swear you have maggots enough'in your own:brain

to stock all the virtuosos iy Eu:ope Wlth buttcrﬂlcs i

SIR PHILIR: o 7 i 2 aa
By my soul, MlSS Nancys a W1t

OBADIAH-PRIM. , fo i
That is more than she can say by thee, Fncnd Look

ye, itis in vain to talk; when I meeraman worthy of!

e, she shall havc rny leave ‘0. marry hJ.m

Provided he be one of the fan_hful ,.(Aszde) Was

there ever such a swarm of caterpillars td blast'che”

hopes of 2 woman!-—Know this, that you coniénd
in vain: T'll have no husband of your choosing, nor

shall you lord it over me long. I'll'try the power:

of an English-senate: Orpharis havébeen redressed
~-and'wills set aside, and none did ever deserve their
pity moré.—Oh Fainwell!'Where aré-thy promises
to free me from these vermin? Alas' The task was
more difficult than he 1rnag1ned. HOA
A harder task than what the poets: tclL

Of yore, the fair Andromeda befell; 5 :;:

" She but one monster feared, I'vé four to: fcar,
And see no Perseus, no ‘delivrer hear. (Exit) -

Enter servant and whispers to Prim,

SERVANT S S IRE I

One Simon Pure mqmreth for thee el
PERIWINKLE. o
o Thcwoman is mad.:{(Exit.) colvnd e e

115§

120
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_ Enter Colanel ina Quq/eer?_ habir. :

(V]

SIR PHILIP.
-So are you all, in my opinion. (Exiz),

OBADIAH PRIM. .

Friend Tradelove, busmess requucth my presence
TRADELOVE.:

Oh, I shant trouble you. ——Pox take him for an 150

unmannerly dog.—However, I have kept my word

with my Dutchman, and will introduce him too

for all you. (Exit) Dolviie o e ,

OBADIAH PRIM o
Friend Pure, thou art welcome.. How is it wu:h
Friend Holdfast and all Friends in Bristol? Timothy = 155
Lictlewit, John Slenderbrain, and Chnstopher
Keepfaith? :
COLONEL. (Aside.) -

A goodly company‘——They are all in health I
thank thee for them.

-+ OBADIAH PRIM. <.

Friend Holdfast writes me word that thou cameést * 160

lately from Pcnnsylvama How do all Friends there?
COLONEL. (Aside.):. - SR

What the devil shall T say’ I know ;ust as much of

Pennsylvania as I do of Bristol. SRRy
OBADIAH PRIM.- :

Do they thrive? |

COLONEL.

Yea, Friend, the blessmg of theu- good works fall 165
upon them: :

Enter Mrs. Prim and Mrs. Lovely.

OBADIAH PRIM.:’
Sarah, know our Fncnd Pure.

- MRS. PRIM:

Thou art welcome.
He salutes* ber

COLONEL., (Asza’e) v
~Here ‘comes . the sum. of all my w1shcs ‘How
charming she appears, even in that disguise. ~ . 170
OBADIAH PRIM. ‘ Clelt
Why dost. thou consider the. ma1den )
intentively,89 Friend?

89 intentively] earnestly; intendy < - .-
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:»: OBADIAH PRIM:

« OBADIAH PRIM:": SRRV

Vil

COLONEL.
I will tell thee. About four. days: ago. ] I saw’a
vision—this very maiden, but'in Vain attiré;
standing on a precipice—and heard-a voice, which
called me by my name and bade me:put forth my*
hand and save hef from the pit::I'did so, afid
methought the damsel grew to my s1de

MRS. PRIM. - BT
What can that portend’ BRSNS

OBADIAH PRIM.

The damsel’s conversion, I am persuaded

MRS. LOVELY. (4side.) AR e DT
That's false; I'm surest. T it

175

" 180

Wile thou use the means;: Fuend Pure?
COLONEL.

Means! What means? Is she not thy daughter and

:already one of the faithful?> | - -
MRS. PRIM. e I

No, alas! She’s one of the ungodly il

“Pray thee'mind what thls good man’ w1ll say unto
thee; he will teach thee the Way that thou shouldst
walk;"Anne.. B 2
MRS. LOVELY s
I know my way without his instructions. I hoped
to have been quiet, when once I had puton your
odious formality here S L BT
COLONEL. i zoi ot wde b
Then thou wearest it out of compulsxon, ‘not
choice, Friend?
MRS. LOVELY.
Thou art in the nght of it, Fnend
MRS. PRIM. s
Art not thou ashamed to mimic the good rnan’
Ah! Thou art a stubborn girl. -
‘COLONEL.
Mind her not; she hurteth not me. If thou Wdt
leave her alone with me, I will'discuss some few:
points ‘with her-thar may, perchance, :soften- her
stubborness and melt her into- comphauce :
OBADIAH PRIM. 3 SR,
Content, I pray thee puvit home o her Come,
Sarah, let us leave the good man‘with-her. .-’
MRS. LOVELY. (Catching hold of Przm,‘/ye brezzks
loose and exits [with Mrs: Prini]:). (SRR

190
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200
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" COLONEL.

- COLONEL.. o ) " o s o

OBADIAHPRIM, .

. MRS:LOVELY: -

_COLONEL. S

90 enthusiastical] having the quality:of religious fanaticism

What do you mean—to leave mie with thisold
-enthusiastical??. canter? Don't think;-because T
-complied with:your formahty, to; 1mpose your
-ridiculous doctrme uponin ime, :

205

I pray thee, young woman, moderate thy*passmn
MRS. LOVELY. . ~
I pray thee, walk after thy leader, you WLH but lose
your labor.upon me.~—These: Wretchf ill
certainly make me mad. ‘ 7 210

Tam of another :Opinion;°the spmt telleth me; that
I shall convert thee;iAnne.;-
MRS. LOVELY.
Tis alymg spmt, don’t beheve it.
COLONEL e e
-Sdy’st ‘thoui so? Why then thou shalt convert-1me,
:my‘angel: (Gazching her.in his arms) G
MRS. LOVELY.: (Shricks:) - '
Ah! Monster, hold oﬂ: or ll tear thy eyes OUL. |

215

Hush! For Heavens sake—dost thou know me? I
-am’ Fainwell.:=i; ’ ERSER S

Fainwelll (Fnter. old Przm [Mr; Lovely :zzy:] zzsm’e )
Oh I'm undone, Prim here. I wish Wlth; aley soul
» I had beén dimmbis? =5 % Lo i
OBADIAH PRIM: =45 - - o
~What.is the mattei? Why dldst thou shnek out,
jiI]nIl(;:P LLVTEL T Jre i : (et
MRS. LOVELY: © 300! o :
- Shriek outl-Tll shuek and shnek agam oy murder,
“'thieves, -or anything to:drown the noise of.that
~.eternal babbler, if you 'leave ‘me. w1th hun 1iany
longer el nhaies wesrs o b Ee D L
OBADIAH PRIM faiel e
Was that all? Fle, ﬁe, Anne ;
COLONEL. - R eI '
No -matter, Fll bnngl dowuher stomach, T’1l
warrant thee—leave:us, T pray thee! o0 se. s

220
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Fare thee well. (Exzt) e
COLONEL. (Embraces ber.) ; o :
My charming; lovely woman:: w7




MRS. LOVELY- ‘ P
What medns thou by thm dJsgulse, Famweﬂ’
COLONEL
“To set thee free, 1f thou wilt perform rhy promrse
MRS. LOVELY
Make mie’ nrnstress of my fortune and make thy
“own condrnons .
COLONEL.. . .=~
This night shall answer all thy wrshes See here,

have the consent of three of thy guardlans already'

and doubt not but Prim shall make the fourth
Prim listening.

OBADIAH PRIM. (A:tde)
I would gladly hear what argurnent the good man
useth to bend: her. S ‘
MRS. LOVELY : s
Thy words give me.new hfe, methlnks

.. OBADIAH PRIM. .

What do T hear?
MRS. LOVELY. : , L
Thou best of men, Heaven meantto bless me sure,

when first I saw thee.
OBADIAH PRIM.

He hath mollified her. Oh Wonderful conversron' ’

COLONEL.~ :

- ¢ Hah! Prim’ lrstemng ~—No more, my love, we are
obsérved; seem to be edified‘and give *em hopes
that thou wilt turn Quaker, and leave the rest to
me. (Aloud.) 1 am glad 16 find that thou ‘art

_touched with what I said unto thee; Anne, another '_

time T will explam the other article'to thee; in the

meanwhile, be thou duriful to our Fnend an
MRS. LOVELY.

I'shall obey thee in everythlng

Enter old Prim:
OBADIAH PRIM.

Oh whar a prodigious change is here! Thou hast-
wrought a mlracle,‘ Friend! Anne; how dost thou

like the docrririe he hath preached>
MRS. LOVELY,
"So well, that 1 ‘coitld talk to hnn forever, merhmks

Iam ashamed of my former folly and. ask yourk,

pardon, ‘Mr. Prim.
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COLONEL. [Aside.]

[V

COLONEL. A
Enough, enough thar thou art sorry; | he is no pope,
Anne. . :

OBADIAH PRIM. : ' T '
Venly, thou dost rejoice me exceedmgly, Fnend erl
it please thee to-walk into the next room-and refresh
“thyself? Come; take the mmden by the hand 265

COLONEL. ~7:7 R
We will follow thee.

Enter servant.

SERVANT. R
" There is ariother Simon Pure rnqmreth for thee
master. S TR I

COLONEL. (4side.) Lo

“The'devil thereis. =« # v wl iw

OBADIAH PRIM. AU
‘Another Simon Pure? 1 do not know hlrn Is he 270
any relation of thine? ' il o

COLONEL. o .
No, Friend, I know him not: (Aside.) Pox takeé hlm,
- T'wish he were in Pennsylvama aga.m, wu:h all my
blood..: ‘ :

MRS. LOVELY (Asza’e) Sessioadns
What shall Ido? - - oo o ags

OBADIAHPRIM. = = 0 o
Bring him up.

Humph! Then one of us must go down, thars
certain, Now Impudence assist. me.’

Enter Simon Pure.

OBADIAH PRIM.- : ‘
What'is thy will with me, Frlend’

SIMON PURE. g :
Didst ithou not receive’ aletter from Ammldab 280
~Holdfast'of Bristol concermng one Srmon Pure?

 OBADIAH PRIM.

Yea, and Simon Pure is already here Fncnd
COLONEL. (Aside.). 3 '

- And Simon Pure wrﬂ stay here, Fnend if possrble
SIMON PURE. - :

That’s an. untrur_h for I am he

COLONEL.

- Take thou heed; Friend; what thou dosc say, ;i Iido™ a8
affirm that I am Simon Pure. :
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- MRS; LOVELY. (Aside.) .

[Vi]

SIMON PURE. 1T e
‘Thy name may be Pure, Friend, but not that Pure
COLONEL. .
Yea, that Pure which my good. Friend Anumdab.
Holdfast wrote to my Friend Prim-about, the same
Simon, Pure, that came from, Pennsylvama and 290
sojourned in Bristol eleven days: Thou wouldst riot
take my name from me, wouldst Lhou> (Aszde) TI.U. ;
I have done with it. e
SIMON PURE.
Thy name! I am astonished.
COLONEL. i
At what?at-thy own assurance?- (Gomg up to.bim; 295
Simon Pure starts back. )
SIMON PURE. =
Avaunt, Szzt/mn, approach me not, I defy thee and
all thy works.91 : G

Oh, he'll outcant him. Undone, undone forever
COLONEL. PRI RTa
Hark ithee; Friend, thy,sham will-not take Dont 300
exert thy voice; thou art too-well acquainted with
Sathan to start ar him, thou w1cked reprobate

What can thy design be here?: CET R

o Enter servant and gives Prim a letter:

OBADIAH PRIM. E
One of these must be a counterfelt, bt which [
.canpot-say: .. . -

COLONEL. (A.sm’e)
What can that letter be?

SIMON PURE.

Thou must be the devil, Friend, thats certdiii, for:
no human power can!stock:sg gréat-a falsehood

OBADIAH PRIM. T LAY
;Thiis: letter:sayeth. that thow.art better acquamted
with that prince of:darkness; than 4ny-here: Read 310
that, I pray thee, Simon. (Gzz/e:,zt the Calonel ) Mo

COLONEL:[4side.] - e
"Tis Freeman’s hand (Rezzds){ ere, des"igrf ;
. formed o rob your-house this- mght and cit your
throat, and for that purpose thefé is ‘a ‘man>
disguised like a Quaker, 'who -is: to; p.ass foruone 315

305

£ 91 Sithan ... vorks] formulaic re}ecuon of Satan, usmg an
archalc spelling autt e nos Dandy aoafie
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COLONEL.

* SIMON PURE.

92 leathern convenience] Quakef for'coach: - -

Simon Pure; the gang whereof I am one; though:
now resolved to rob no more, has been at Bristol;

one of them came up in the coach Wlth _the.
Quaker, whose name he hath taken, and from

what he gathered from him, formec_i that desxgn,:y

320
Pure and keep him with you. Make the.
of this. Adieu.” (Aside.) Excellent welll”
OBADIAH PRIM (To ‘Szmon Pure) '
Dost thou' hear thls? S
SIMON PURE."
Yea, bur it moveth me not; that, doubtless, is the.
impostor. (Pointing at tbe Calanel ) S 2

- Ah! Thou wicked one—now I consxder thy face
remember thou didst come dptin’ the ledthern
convenienced? with me—thou hadst 2 black bob’
wig on, and a ‘brown camblet?3 coat w1th brass
buttons. Canst thou deny ir, hah? L o330

SIMON PURE. L
Yea, I can, and thh a safe consc1ence too, Fnend .
OBADIAH PRIM. - T s
Verily, Friend, thou art the most: unpudent vxllam
I ever saw. : .
MRS, LOVELY. (dside.).: e S
Nay then, Ill have a ﬂmo at hlm too. ——I remember)
- the face of this fellow at-Bath. Aye,:this:is he that 335
pxcked my Lady Raffle’s pocket upon the Grove. 94
Don't you 1 remember that the mob pumped95 you,
Friend? This i is. the most notonous rogue

What doth provoke thee to seek my hfe> Thou. w1lt
"not hang me, wilt thou, wrongfully )

OBADIAH PRIM. )
She will do thee no hurt, nor thou shalt d“ o me
none; therefore, get thee about thy busmess,
Friend, and leave thy wicked course of life,:or, thou.
may’st not come off so favorably everywhere.

340

93 camblet] a light cloth of mixed silk. and waol.
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- SIMON PURE. -

COLONEL. : = ' '
Go, Friend, Iwould advtse thee, and ternpt thy fatc 345

1o more.

Yea, I will go, but it shall bc to thy confusmn, for,
- Ishall clear myself. I will return with some:procfs
* that shall:convince thee;: Obadlah that thou art
~ highly imposed upon:: (Exzt)
COLONEL: (dside.):. : e i
Then here will be.no:staying for me, thats certam
What the devil shall Tdo? ¢ 1758
OBADIAH:PRIM.- BT
‘What monstrous works of Lmqulty are there in, thls
world, Simon!
COLONEL.
t:Yea, theiage.is.full: of vice. (Aside.) Z’death I am 355
50 confounded, Lknow not What tosay. ¢ ingn
OBADIAH PRIM. i
Thou art disordered, Fnend——a:t thou Aot well? A

350

IR

- COLONEL. " S

My spirit is greatly troubled and sornethmg tclleth
me, that though I have wroughta good:workin
: converting this' maiden, this tender maiden, yetmy 360
labor will be in vain; for the.evil spirit.fighteth
against her, and I see, yea I see with the. eyesiof
- my-inward: man, that Sathan-will ‘rebuffer. her
again, whenever I withdraw myself from:hér,;;:and
she will, yea this very damsel will retiitni’again'to” 365
that abomination from whence 1. haverretriéved
her, as if it were, yea, as if it were our of the jaws
of the Fiend—hum-— e
OBADIAH PRIM. S : ¢
+Good lack! Thinkest thou so? [.::
MRS. LOVELY. (Aszde) PR
. I.must second -him. -—-What meancth ‘this 370
struggling within-me? I feel thespirit resistingithe
vanities of this world, but the:flesh !is: rebelliotis,
yea the flesh—1I greatly fear the ﬂesh and thes
~weakness-thereof—hum=—. .. 7 .l i
OBADIAH PRIM. _ . - ~
The maid is inspired
COLONEL.. - i o
Behold, her hght begms o shmc forth (Asm’e)z
- Excellént woman! . . e fooet ol
MRS. LOVELY. © i
- This good man. hath spoken comfort urito;me;: yea

.1~>

;375

[Vi]

comfort, I say; because the words which hé hdth
 breathed into'my outward ears. are gone through
and fixed in mine heart, yea verily-in‘ine heart,
I'say=—and I‘feel:the: spmt doth love hun
‘eéxceedingly; hum—':-m s e
COLONEL: (Aside):" A=l ipvs 00
She acts it to the life =
OBADIAH: PRIM.: = '
Prodigious!: The damsel is ﬁlled th the spmt,
Sarah‘ i

Enteer: Przm ’ N

MRS. PRIM. il
.Tram greatly rejoiced to see such a change incour
beloved Anne. T came to tell thee that supper
stayeth for thee.

COLONEL T ' :
I'am not dxsposed for thy food—»my spirit longeth
for more delicious meat; fain would I redeem this
maiden from the tribe of sinners and break those -
cords asunder-wherewith she:is bound—-—hu.m-——

MRS. LOVELY. L
‘Something whlspers in my ears, methmlcs that I

- must be subject :to the will of this good man and
: from-him only. must hope for ¢onsolation+
hum-—it also-telleth: me!that Fam a chosen vessel
-to-raise up seed to the faithful and: thavthouimust
consent that we two:beione flesh accordmg 0 the
Word—hum==" = o Pl sl e
OBADIAH-PRIM.: ol S IRt
What'a Revelation is. ht:reP TbJs is certamly part
of thy vision;: Friend; this is the maiden’s growing
to thy side. Ah! With what willingness should:I
give thee my consent, could I give thee het fortune
too, bur thou wilt never et the consent, of the
wicked ones. ‘
COLONEL. (Aside.) ‘
* Iwish I was as sure of yours. . i i

OBADIAH PRIM. :

My soul rejoiceth, yea, it rejoiceth; I say, 1o ﬁnd
the spirit within thee; for lo, it moveth thee with
natural agitation—yea, with natural agitation, I say
again, and stirreth up the seeds of thy virgin
inclination towards this good man—yea, it stirreth,
as one tmay say-—yea verily, I say it stitreth up thy’
inclination—jyed; as one would stir a pudding.
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[Vi]

MRS. LOVELY. © - =
.1 see; I see! The spirit guldmg of thy hand good
. Obadiah Pmn,,and now behold thou art signiing thy
consent,:and now I see myself within thy arms, my
Friend and Brother, yea, I am-become-bore of thy
bone and flesh of thy flesh. (Embmces bim. ) Hum—
COLONEL. (Aside.) o
Admirably performed —And I wﬂl take thee in all
spiritual love for an helpmeet, yea, for the-wife'of my
bosom——and now, methinks— feel a longing—
yea, a longing, I say, for the consummation of thy
love, hum-—yea, I do long exceedmgly B
MRS. LOVELY. S
And verlly, venly my sp1r1t feeleth the ‘same
longing:.: ' Lo :
MRS. PRIM
The spirit hath greatly moved them both Fnend
- Prim, thow must- consent, there is: no;esxstmg of
" the spirit. : :
OBADIAH PRIM. .. Cn '
Yea, the light w1r_hm showeth me that I shall ﬁght

a good fight—and wrestle through those reprobate.

« fiends, thy other guardians—yea, I perceive the
“spirit will hedge thee into the flock of.the
-righteous=—Thou .art a chosen Lamb-—yea; a
chosen Lamb, and I will not push thee back-—no,
I will not, Tsay—no, thou shalt leap-a, and frisk-
a, and skip-a, and bound, and bound; I say—ryea,
bound within the fold of the righteous—yea; even
within thy fold, my Brother. Fetch me'the periand
‘ink, Sarah-—and' my hand:shall- confess" its
- obedience to the spirit. [E.thrs Przm]
COLONEL. [Aside] -

I wish it were over. :

" Enter Mus. Prim with pen and ink.

MRS. LOVELY. (Aside.) ‘ '
I remble lest this quaking rogue should return a.nd
spoil all. A
OBADIAH PRIM.
‘Here, Friend, do thou write® What the spmt
prompteth and T will signie, —omsmine o

Colonel sits a’own [and wrzte:]

MRS. PRIM:~ . T
Verily, Anne, it greatly re}mceth me; ‘to" see’ thee
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: MRS. LOVELY. -

w OBADIAH PRIM.

reformed from that ongmal w1ckedness wherem I
found thee. . .. g ®

MRS. LOVELY. Sl
I do believe thou art, and I thank r.hee ROEEE

COLONEL. (Reads.). b
““This-s to certify all whom it may concern;: that I
- do freely give up all my rightand. title in Arine
Lovely to Simon Pure, and my full consent. that

of marriage. Witness my hand”. .
OBADIAH PRIM.

Enter Betty runnmg t0 Mrs Lovel_'y
BETTY.

:Oh! Madam, madam,-here’s the- Quakmg man
again; he has broughra coachman and two or: three

more.
MRS. LOVELY. (Aside to- C'alonel )
Ruined past redemptton

" COLONEL. [Aside to ber:) -

+No, no, one minute sooner had spoded all but

-now—(Going up to Prim hastily.) Hete is company

-coming, Frierid, give me the: paper : 3
OBADIAH PRIM. - : i

. Here it is, Sunon, and ] WlSh t:hee happy w1th the

- maiden. EEES

sz done, and now, devd do- thy WOISE: .
Enter Simon Pure and cozzc/ymzzn, etc 5

SIMON PURE.

Look thee, Friend, I-have brought thése people to

satisfy thee that I am not that impostor which thou

+:didst take me for; this is the:man which did drive

- the leathern ‘conveniency that broucht me from

_Bristol, and this is— o i
COLONEL. - - L o

Look ye, Friend, to save the Court the trouble of

examining witnesses, I plead crmlty, ha, hati't

How's thls> Is not thy name Pure, then”T
COLONEL.: ;
No really, sir, 1 only made bold Wlthtthls
gentleman’s name, but I here give'it:up safe and
sound; it has'done the business which I+had
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Entgri;ervdnt o

occasion for, and now I intend o wedr my own,
which shall be at his service upon! the same
occasion at any tlrne, ha, ha, ha' R ERRRI
SIMON PURE. i S
© Oh!The wrckedness of this age.
COACHMAN. - =

:'Then you have ho farther need of us, srr (Exzt)
COLONEL. EE i

No, honest man, you may go about you_r busmess :

OBADIAI‘I PRIM::
~Iram struck dumb withi thy 1mpudence, Anne,
thou hast deceived me and perchance undone
thyself. : /
MRS. PRIM. R

Thou art a drssernbhng baggage, ancl shame Wlll‘

overtake thee. (Exit.) - :

SIMON PURE.
©1'am grieved-to see thy wife so much troubled I
will follow and console her. (Fxir.) :

SERVANT. SR o -
Thy brother guardJans mqulreth for thee, there is
“:another man with them.” 7 .. S

MRS, LOVELY. (7o the Colonel:) e
Who can that other man be’ DR

COLONEL: = o0 o, coin L Lnd

"Tis one Freeman, a frrend of mine; whom: I

ordered to brmg the rest of thy guardrans here Hi

Enter Szr P/yzl p, Tiadeloue, Perzwmkle:; 1

FREEMAN (o the Colonel ) :
~Is all safe? Did my letter do you: servrce>

COLONEL: (Aside [to Freeman].):
All! All’s safe; ample service.

- SIR PHILIP. . ‘ D
Miss Nancy, how dost do, chrld’

MRS. LOVELY. i {
~Dor’t. call: me. miss, Friend Phrlrp, rny name’is
‘Anne; thow knowest o0

SIR.PHILIP. -

2 Whar, is the gu:l metamorphosed’

MRS. LOVELY.

I wish' thou wert so! metamorphosed Ahl Phrlrp,

throw off that gaudy artire and wear the clothes
becoming of thy age. 23 [znh sanddaisn
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(Vi
OBADIAH PRIM. (Aside.)

Tam ashamed to see these men
SIR PHILIP: :
My agel The woman is possessed
COLONEL. R
+No, thot art possessed -rather, fnend

TRADELOVE. -
Hark ye, Mrs. Lovely, one Word Wltll you (YZz/ee:/

“hold of ber /mnd )
COLONEL." :
This rnatden is my wife; thanks to Fnend an and

thou hast no business Wlth her (Ykkes /Jer ﬁom /sz ) '

TRADELOVE.
His wife! Hark ye, Mr. Freeman—‘ P
PERIWINKLE. SER R
"Why, you have made a very ﬁne plece of Work of
“ity M. Prim.
SIR PHILIP- S s
Married to a Quaker' Thou arta ﬁne fellow to be‘
~ left guardian ‘to"anvorphan, truly—there s a
~husband for a'young lady! * - ‘
COLONEL.
When I have put on my beau clothes, Srr Phthp, ’
youlldike me better.
SIR PHILIP LT L
Thou wilt make a very scurvy beau, Frlend

COLONEL. Sy

‘L believe I can' prove it under your hand that you
thought me a very fine gentleman.in' the park
‘today; -about thirty-six -minutes after eleven; will
s you takea pmch Sic: Philip~~out-of: the ﬁnest
snuffbox: you ever saw.’ (Oﬁéry /:um ngﬁ")

SIR:PHILIP

Ha, ha, ha! I am over)oyed falth I am, 1f thou be'st
that gentleman. I own I did give my consent to-
the gentleman I brought here today, but 1f thxs is
he I can't be positive. : :
OBADIAH PRIM. . o j
Canst thou not. Now I th1nk thou arta ﬁne fellow
to be left guardian to an orphan. Thou shallow-
.brained: shuttlecack; he may be:a plckpocket for
~aughe thou dost know ETI
: You would have been two.rare fellows to have been
-trusted with' the sole management of her fortune,
= wouldi ye -not, think ye? But Mr. Tradelove and
myself shall take care of her portion.. :
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[Vi]
TRADELOVE.

Aye, aye, so we will, Drd not you: tell me the Dutch
merchant desired me to meet hun here, Mr ‘

Freeman?

FREEMAN.

Idid so, and I am suré he will be here, lf you have

a litde patience.

COLONEL. . : T
What, is Mr. Tradelove 1rnpat1ent? Nay then, ik
ben gereet veor you, heb ye Jan Van Timtam-

tirelireletra Heer Van Fainwell vergeeren> T
TRADELOVE. . ot

Oh! Pox of the name! What, have you trlcked me’

too, Mr. Freeman?

COLONEL.

Tricked, Mr.: Tradelove! Did I not glve you twoA

thousand pound for your consent fairly? And now

do you tell a gentleman that he has tricked you? i
PERIWINKLE. -

So, 50, you are a pretty guard1an, faJLh sell your

charge. What, did you look upon: her as: part of

your stock? .
OBADIAH PRIM. . «

Ha, ha, ha! I am glad thy knavery is: found out

however. I confess the maiden overeached me, and"

no sinister end at all.

PERIWINKLE.

Aye, aye, one thing or another overreached you all

~but I'll take care he shall never finger a penny of
her money, I warrant you. Overreached, quoth’a?
Why I might have been overreached too, if I had
had no more wit. I don’t know but this very fellow

may be him that was directed to me from Grand_,

Cairo today. Ha, ha, ha.
COLONEL.

- The very same; sir:
PERIWINKLE,

me. .. o I

COLONEL. - <+ oy oo
No, as you say, at that.time it d1d noty’ that wasnot
my lucky hour, but hark ye, sir; I'must lef you into

one secret—you may keep honest John Tradeéscant’s’

coat on, for.your uncle, Sir Toby Periwinkle; isnot
dead—so the charge of mourning will be saved, ha,
ha! Don’t you remember Mr. Pll_lage, your uncle’s
steward, ha, ha, ha? - " .
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~ COLONEL.

 OMNES.

. SIR PHILIP. .

PERIWINKLE. el
- Not dead! I begin to fear I am tIlCl(Cd oo,

Don’t you remember the srgmng of a lease, Mr
Periwinkle? i X
PERIWINKLE. :

Well, and what signifies.that lease, if my uncle is

not dead? Hah! T am sure it was a lease I: srgned
COLONEL.. . .o e

Aye, but it was a lease for hfe, sit; and of thrs,

beautiful tenement; I thank you (YZz/ezng laold of

Mys. Lovely.) - .

Ha, ha, ha, nelghbors fare'96
EREEMAN.
So then, I ﬁnd you are all tncked ha,
PERIWINKLE. ; 2

I am certain I read as plam a lease as ever I read

in my life.

 COLONEL. |
You read a lease I grant you, but you srgned tlus“

contract. (Showing a pzzper)
PERITWINKLE. . - . - ey
How durst you put this trrck upon mey: M.
Freeman, did not you-tell me. my uricle was dymg>

And would tell you twice as much toserve rny .

friend, ha, ha: "~ .0

What, the learned famous M. Perlwmkle choused
60? H, ha, ha! I shall die wn:h laughmg, ha, ha, ha
OBADIAH PRIM. .
It had béen well if her farher had lefe her to wiser
heads than thine and mine, Fnend ha, ha
TRADELOVE. SRS ST
Well, since you have ourvvltted us all pray you,
what and who are you, sir? - I
SIR PHILIP. NN
::Six, the gendeman is a fine crem:lernan I am glad
you have got a person, madam, who:understands
dress and good breeding. I was resolved she should
have a husband-of my choosing. : P
OBADIAH PRIM. 8 B
~Tam sorry the maiden is fallen into such hands

96 neighbor’s fare] same fate or luck' s
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TRADELOVE. _ Textual Notes
A beau! Nay then, she is finely helped up. : o

MRS. LOVELY. 2 The copytext is the 1718 duodecimo, ‘which exists in
Why, beaus are great encouragers of trade, sir, ha, two states, with a copy in the British Library contain-
ha! ing three press variants. This issue is designated Dla,

COLONEL. the others D1b. When all three copies of the first edi-

tion agree, they are referred to as D1. There was another
_ duocecimo edition (D2) in 1724, of doubtful author-
ity. Also consulted are modern editions by Stathis (1968)

Look ye, gentlemen, I am the person who can give  6os
the best account of myself, and I must-beg Sir
Philip’s pardon, when I tell him that I have as

- b and Rogers (1994).
much aversion to what he calls dress and breeding b sect] Sex D1, D2
as I have to the enemies of my religion. T have had - ¢ fall] D2; falls D1
the honor to serve his Majesty and headed a 610 - d possess] D2; profess D1
regiment of the bravest fellows that ever pushed ¢ come] D2; comes D1

bayonet in the throat of a Frenchman, and’ £ gelt] D2; Celt D1
notwithstanding the fortune this lady brings me, ' G :
whenever my country wants my aid, this sword

and arm are at her service. 615

And now, my fair, if you'll but deign to smile,

I meet a recompense for all my toil:

Love and religion ne’er admit restraint,

Force makes many a sinner, not one saint;

Still free as air the active mind does rove, 620

And searches proper objects for its love,

But that once fixed, 'tis past the power of art

To chase the dear ideas from the heart:

"Tis liberty of choice that sweetens life,

Makes the glad husband and the happy wife. 625

[Exeunt.]
FINIS.

A BOLD STROKE.FOR A WIFE 943






