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AUGUST 25, 1950

Ropresortatives ~f the Pessport Divieirn ~f the State Department have told
Paul Robearn, whese pesspert wee revoked Sugust 4 on the ove ~f his daparturc for
aestings and conoorts ebr-ed, that Mr, Robosrn's crndemnatirn nf the troptmont of
Americen Nogroos shruld be ernfined tc the Amcriesn scenc me this wes » "fently
affeir® snd should oot be aired sbrosd.

This wes ~no of the highlights ~f the 2<h ur dlscussirn vhich to-k pleac in
Washingt~n et thc Pesaport Division - fflcc rn fupust 23 st s e-nfrrence held ot the
request’ of Mr. Robesonfs ocounsel to find -ut the basis for the State Departmont's
srbitrery ecticn,

Participeting in the o-nference with Paul R-bean were his attcrnoy, Nathen Witt,
Judge James &, Cobb, formerly ~n the Munfcipel Crurt bench ~f Washingt~n, D, GC.,
Dean Gecrgo Perker cf the Terrell Low Sch -1, Att-rney Ge-rge Hayes, membur rf
Washington, D,C, Sehrrl Board, end Willianm L, Petters~n, Executive Seerctery -f the

Civi}] Rights Crngress, Hepresenting the Paseport Division were H.l. Nicheles ond
Fillls K, Young,

Rathen Titt accused the Department - f arbitrorily virlating the privileges, ime
oanities, end righta ~f Peul Robesnn in the revnesti-n ~f his pessport, Ho esked
the Depsrtment for a definitive steterent of the resscna frr its setion, which it
had besed simply on the gmaertion thnot Robeson's travel ebrred would be Mdetrincntsl
to the interests of the Unlted Stetes Governnont®,

The Statc Depertnent spokesmen intimeted thet unless Robes n w-uld sgrec tr ree
fysin frem erltlolzing the trestment ~f Kopgre Amcricens and the hmerienrn governmont's
foreign polley during his travele abresd, the Stete Department w-uld stond pot ~n its
eanocellati-n ~f hig pesaport. Mr, Nichnlag agked fcr a etotoment that Mr. Rebcann
would not speek if he went mbroad,

Paul Rnbes-n expressed his deep end obiding loyelty to America, his country,
and slsc Ble intentlrn to continue to eritlcize those mets emennting fr-m f£-yoign
and demestic pceliey which In any way curtniled the o nstituti nel rights ~f the
Amaricen po-ple gonorally, or speeiflenlly violeted the ernstituti-nsl liberties
and humsn rights of the Negro perple. He contonded that thls wes in kecping with
his duty as a loysl Americsn citiren snd crnsfiatent with his ¢ nstituticnel righta.

He was supported in thia stend by Judge Cobb, wh~ seld thet the curtailment ~f
freedcn of travel was en arbitrsry exercisc nf power by the Stete Depmrtoent in
violation of the £ifth Amendment protecting property righta,

Attorncy Hsyos added that he regerded thds matter se further attsck upen the
righta end priviloges of 15 milli-n Negrcea wh were already denied their citizon-
ship rights withrut effort on the part of the Government to protect sema,

The eonfcoronce ended with the Stote Daportmont refusing to peconaider its
agtion unieas Mr, Robeacn would algn a atetomont that he would n-t spesk 1f he went
abrosd, Tho attorneys present with Mr. Robearn in the e-nfeorence unanimously de-
olared thet this matter wmg of such fundamontsl character that 1t must be takon ime
medlately to the U,S8. Supreme Crurt.

The Coupoil ~n Africen Affairs,of which Mr. Rcbesrn is Cheirmen, has reecived

lottera and cebles fr-m individusls and rrganlzatirne in the U,5,
QR @b/ d38Bte Dean fichearn protesting cancellatinn of Rebesmlta
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Copy of Teleckeck on Temple Far 2151, C, P H. 4.

Incoming. 5.9.50.

Prop. Dept., London District, obtains some addresses from Maud (ROGERSON).

Paul ROBESOK,

Gebbiel 4'ARBOUSSIER,

AZIKIWE,

Sam KAHN.

,Mrs, RENNER (sp)
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¢/o the Council for African Affairs, 23, West 26th Street,

New York, 10.

Maud tells her to ask the Pritish Peace Cttee or write
to him care of the French Party, or the Chamber of
Nationalities, she thinks %k it is calleds

Post Offige Box 573, Lagos, Nigeria, British West Africa. .

Maud has no address for him and doea not know how they
could get into communication with him. The official
addrezses they have are ne longer any use, The places
are all closed.

Maud asks if that is Mrs. Henitole RENMER, Caller sa,ya‘:_\\ b\
she is the one from the Gold Cos.athr West Coast of Afy
Maud says it is c/o Accra Evening News, FO Box 821,

Accra, Gold Coast. P10, y
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Galler asks if there is no way of wettdng in touch with < via the
Guardian, ihey are holdin: = wecting on -ept, -8l on f‘rim ~rel the firht
’ for pesce, and they want oobLL 88
' Haud siys to lsave itn to hrr for a ocourle of days. he does fot 1ike to
su-rept anything that vould cowsit the Cuesdian in any way, but she will
ul:t.he outh Afyricen cow.ddea. One orf them 12 due in to@OrTrow worninge
e will Idnd out i anyone bas e private couress for hice -
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