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Organisation of the seminar 

• Who I am 

• The QStep project and methods courses 

• Course webpages: important! 

• Schedule and times 

• Seminars and essays 

• Advice and feedback hours 

• Questions? 
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Content of the seminar 

• Some reading 

 …and some practising 

• Some social and political theory (develop your critical mind!), 

 some case studies (see what real research looks like) 

 …and some techniques (acquire some standard tools) 

• Some individual work (summative work) 

 …and some team work (formative). 
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Assessments 

1. Formative: By teams of two, compose a research question and a survey 
questionnaire to test it. Justify your choices using the lectures, your readings 
and your personal knowledge of the topic. 

– Essay title discussion: optional, by email or appointment 

– Tabula submission: 9th-18th Feb 

– Feedback: 18th March 

2. Summative: Individually, pass the questionnaire online, treat and interpret 
the results. You may continue collaborating, but the essay has to be 
composed and written personally, taking an angle that significantly differs 
from your partner. The RQ may be rearranged after the formative essay. 

– Essay title submission: tbc 

– Tabula submission: 27th Apr.-5th May 

– Feedback: 4th June 
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+ Emma Uprichard (CIM) 
   Stella Chatzitheochari (Sociology) 
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Data? 

• Data < dare > versus informations, facts and evidences 
 Ex.: Linguistics and dictionnaries (Rosenberg in Gitelman 2013, chap. 1) 

• A philosophical and epistemological debate: 
 Empiricism, realism, positivism, inductivism 
 versus 
 Idealism, constructionism, relativism, deductivism? 

• Are there any pure/raw data? 
 Cf. grounded theory—a worthy sociological approach to fieldwork 
 Cf. scientistic positivism—a less worthy belief 
 Rather layers of manipulation and relevant levels of standardisation 
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Data—necessary, but not sufficient 

• No science without concrete investigation 
 Pure theorising is pointless 
 Reliable knowledge requires observation or experimentation 
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Data—necessary, but not sufficient 

• No science without empirical investigation 
 Pure theorising is pointless 
 Reliable knowledge requires observation or experimentation 

• No science without a theoretical frame 
 One sees what one expects 
 New knowledge needs logical articulation with previous 

→ The dialectic of cognition (e.g. Kant's schematism) 

→ "Data" reinstate the role of empirical documentation 

 => Always check empirical grounding in papers. 
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What do we call data? 
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• Systematic collection of pieces of information that document 
rigorously one given population, group, attitude or event. 
  
 Cf. Gruber Garvey in Gitelman, chap. 5: 
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Why data now? 

1. Technological factors: www, micro-computing, servers, databases 

2. Organisational factors: more and more complex public 
administrations; globalised companies with global marketing 
strategies; open access 

3. Political factors: social, political and ideological control by 
governments and allied organisations; war on terrorism 

4. Practices of intellectual consumption: online, distant, diversified, 
strategic in many social settings. 

→ Not new, but reinforced: "Open data", "Data journalism/t", 

 "Data blogs", "Data management", "Big data"… 
 (see bibliography on "Big data") 
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What data? 
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What about data for social and political sciences? 

• Data can be of any kind: words, raw numbers, percentages, images, 
hyperlinks… 

• Data can describe many objects: events, opinions, ideological 
positions, attitudes, statuses, actions, relationships, etc. 

• Data are related to a unit of analysis: individuals, groups, regions, 
countries, organisations, families, events, actions, records, products, 
etc. 

• Most common: individuals x variables 
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