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ABSTRACT. In this paper we obtain asymptotic estimates for pairs of closed
geodesics on negatively curved manifolds, the differences of whose lengths lie in
a prescribed family of shrinking intervals, were the geodesics are ordered with
respect to a discrete length. In certain cases, this discrete length can be taken
to be the word length with respect to a set of generators for the fundamental

group.

1. INTRODUCTION

It is a classical problem to study the closed geodesics on hyperbolic Riemann sur-
faces of higher genus (and more general negatively curved manifolds). Indeed, fol-
lowing on from Selberg’s classical 1956 paper on trace formulae [29], Huber showed
that there was an asymptotic formula, often called a Prime Geodesic Theorem, for
the number of closed geodesics in terms of a bound on their length [10]. However,
considerably less well understood are results on the differences in their lengths. In
[24], the authors studied asymptotics for pairs of closed geodesics on a compact
negatively curved surface, the difference of whose lengths lay in a prescribed (and
possibly shrinking) interval. In this setting, we ordered the geodesics according to
their word length with respect to a fixed generating set for the fundamental group.
Similar results were obtained recently by Petkov and Stoyanov for certain open
billiards, where the ordering is given by the number of reflections [18].

In this article we will consider extensions of these results to higher dimensions.
We start by considering a special case of independent interest. If I' is a Schottky
group then every non-trivial (primitive) conjugacy class contains a (prime) closed
geodesic v. We will use I(7) to denote the length of v and |y| to denote the word
length of the associated conjugacy class (with respect to the Schottky generators
S). Given a sequence €, > 0, let I,,(z) denote the interval of length €, > 0 centred
at z € R and let mg(n,I,(2)) be the number of pairs of conjugacy classes in T’
whose word lengths are both less than n but for which the difference in lengths of
the associated closed geodesics lies in I, (z).

Theorem 1.1. LetT' = {ay,...,a,) be a Schottky group in Isom(HY) with no para-

bolic elements and let |-| denote the word length with respect to S = {a!, ..., a;]tl .

Then there exists n > 0 such that, for any sequence €, > 0 satisfying €,,* = O(e™),
we have that
on®/? (2p—1)2 o—2/20%n

lim sup 7)2TL7TS(”7I7L(Z)) - (2m)1/2(2p — 2)2

n—+00 ,cR en(2p -1

where o > 0 is defined by

2 : n N2
or= lm —— (Iy) — 1))
e (2p 1P |w|—%;—n
In particular, this implies that
1 €n(2p — 1)2+2

ms(n, I,(z)) ~

(27r)1/2(2p ) 572 as n — +oo.
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In the following section, we will discuss a generalization of this result to arbitrary
compact negatively curved manifolds, for which the sectional curvatures are 1/4-
pinched. This includes all compact quotients of HY. The price to be paid for this
generality is that, apart from in special cases, the word length | - | needs to be
replaced with a less natural ad hoc “discrete length”.

We will now outline the contents of the paper. In the next section we will state
our main results. In section 3, we discuss Anosov flows and their periodic orbits. In
section 4, we explain how to study flow orbits by means of a Markov partition and
an induced expanding map. In section 5, we introduce a product dynamical system
that also allows us to study pairs of periodic orbits. In sections 6 and 7, we carry
out the technical analysis required to prove Theorem 2.2 in section 8. Finally, in
section 9, we prove Theorem 1.1.

2. STATEMENT OF MAIN RESULTS

We shall discuss results analogous to Theorem 1.1 for higher dimensional compact
manifolds. Here it would again be natural to use the word length with respect
to some set of generators for the fundamental group but we cannot link this to a
sufficiently well behaved symbolic dynamics to make the approach work. In fact, we
will use a more ad hoc length (associated to Markov partitions for the geodesic flow)
which retains the following important property of word length. The word length |- |
is comparable to the geometric length {(-) induced by the given Riemannian metric,
in the sense that there exist constants 0 < C7 < Cs such that

Cil(y) £ v £ Cal(y),

for all closed geodesics 7.

We can formulate a more general result as follows. Let V' be a compact manifold
equipped with a smooth Riemannian metric with negative sectional curvatures. We
shall write P for the set of prime closed geodesics on V.

Definition 2.1. We say that a function n : P — Z is l-comparable if there exist
constants 0 < C7 < (3 such that

Cil(y) < n(y) < Cal(y),

for all v € P. We say that n is strongly l-comparable if it is [-comparable and if
there exists £ € R such that, for any € > 0,

#{rePinm <N, |85 —¢|> ]
#{yeP:n(y) <N}

tends to zero exponentially fast, as N — 4o0.

Given a sequence €, > 0 and z € R, we shall write
€ €
and

m(n, In(2)) = #{(7,7) € P x P : n(y),n(y) < n, I(y) = 1(Y) € In(2)}-

Theorem 2.2. Let V' be a compact smooth Riemannian manifold whose sectional
curvatures lie in an interval [—k,—k/4], for some k > 0. Then there exists a
strongly l-comparable function n: P — Z and a number n > 0 such that, for any
sequence €, > 0 satisfying €, * = O(e"™), we have that
n5/2 A2

lim sup Lﬂ(n,fn(z)) - m

—z2/202n =0
2n -
n—+00 cR | €n A
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where A > 1 and 0 > 0 are defined by
(2.3) A= lim (#{yeP :n(y) <nph'/"

n—-+oo
and

. 1 M
(2.4) o° = nl}_‘_oo (#{yeP :n(y)=n})? Z n .

n(y)=n(v")=n

Remark 2.5. A particular case of the theorem is obtained by taking a constant
sequence €, = € > 0. In this case, the proof is considerably easier and does not

require the transfer operator estimates in section 6 (cf. the proof of Theorem 1 in
[24]).

Corollary 2.6. For all§ >0 and z € R,

5/2
liminf " #{(1,7) € P x P < 1x),1(7') < (6 +8)n, 1(1) =~ 1(7') € Lu(2)} > 0,

where & is as in Definition 2.1.

In certain special cases we can give a more satisfactory result, where n is derived
from the word length with respect to an appropriate set of generators of m; V. Recall
that a Kleinian group is a discrete group of isometries of the hyperbolic space HY,
N > 2. A Kleinian group I' is said to satisfy the even corners condition if T’
admits a fundamental domain R which is a finite sided polyhedron (possibly with
infinite volume) such that (J . gOR is a union of hyperplanes. (This definition was
introduced by Bowen and Series [6] when N = 2. We are interested in the case
N > 3 which was studied by Bourdon [2].) The polyhedron R may have finite or
infinite volume but we are be interested in the finite volume case and, in particular,
when HY /T is compact. Such examples exist for N = 3,4 [33] but not for N > 5
3, [16].

For such a Kleinian group, let S be the set of generators associated to R and
let |-]: T — Z" denote the usual word length with respect to S, i.e. |g| denotes
the smallest number of elements of S U S~! required to write g. As above, let P
denote the set of prime closed geodesics on HV /T. There is a natural one-to-one
correspondence between v € P and non-trivial conjugacy classes ¢(v) in I'. We
define |- | : P — Z™T by

7| = min{[g| : g € e(v)}-

If we write

ms(n, In(2)) = #{(7,7) € P X P = .| <, 1(v) = 1Y) € In(2)}
then we have the following result.

Theorem 2.7. Let I" be a co-compact Kleinian group which admits a fundamental
domain satisfying the even corners condition and let S be the associated generators.
Then there exists a number n > 0 such that, for any sequence €, > 0 satisfying
e;l = 0(e™), we have that

n5/2 )\2

lim sup|——= ——— ¢

_ —2%/20%n —
R sup | s (n In(2) 2m)172(A — 1) 0

where A > 1 and 0 > 0 are defined as in Theorem 2.2.

The key point in this setting is that the even corners condition ensures that the
action of I' on the boundary of HY, which we may identify with the unit sphere
S¥=1, may be modelled by a Markov expanding map which can play the role of T
is section 3.
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3. THE GEODESIC FLOW AND PERIODIC ORBITS

Let V be a compact smooth Riemannian manifold with negative sectional cur-
vatures and let M = SV denote the unit-tangent bundle, i.e.,

M ={(z,v) €TV : ||v|l. =1},

where |- ||; is the norm induced by the Riemannian structure on T,;V. The geodesic
flow ¢y : M — M is defined as follows. Given (z,v) € M, there is a unique
unit-speed geodesic v : R — V with v(0) = = and 4(0) = v. We then define
b1, 0) = (+(1), 4(1).

A C' flow ¢; on M is called an Anosov flow if there is a continuous splitting of
the tangent bundle

TM = E° @ E* & E,

where EY is the line bundle tangent to the flow and where there exists constants
C,c > 0 such that

(i) [[Dosv|| < Ce=¢t||v||, for all v € E* and t > 0;

(ii) [|Do_v| < Ce=ct||v||, for all v € E* and t > 0.
We say that ¢, is transitive if it has a dense orbit and mixing if U N ¢¢(V) # @
for all non-empty open U,V C M and all sufficiently large ¢. The geodesic flow on
M = SV is a mixing Anosov flow.

There is a natural one-to-one correspondence between periodic orbits for ¢; and
closed geodesics on V', with the least period being equal to the length of the closed
geodesic. Our notation will not distinguish between the two sets of objects. The
mixing of the geodesic flow is equivalent to the fact that the set of lengths {i(vy) : v €
P} is not contained in a discrete subgroup of R.

We use the lengths [() to define a function of a complex variable (4(s), the zeta

function, by
Gis) =] (1 - 6*51(”)_1 ;

YEP

whenever the product converges. In fact, the product converges for Re(s) > h,
where h > 0 denotes the topological entropy of the geodesic flow, and defines a non-
zero analytic function in this half-plane. Furthermore, the mixing property implies
that, apart from a simple pole at s = h, (4(s) has a non-zero analytic extension to
a neighbourhood of Re(s) > h [17]. When V is 1/4-pinched, the following stronger
result holds.

Lemma 3.1. Apart from a simple pole at s = h, (4(s) has an analytic extension
to Re(s) > h — ¢, for some € > 0.

Proof. This was proved for surfaces in [23] but holds in higher dimensions subject
to 1/4-pinching. The key ingredient in the proof is Dolgopyat’s bounds on iterates
of transfer operators. (An extension of Dolgopyat’s bounds to a wider class of flows
and potentials is given in [31], which is shown to cover the above case in [32]). O

4. MARKOV SECTIONS AND AN EXPANDING MAP

The dynamics of the geodesic flow may be captured by a finite number of local
cross sections, as described below. For x € M and e > 0, we define the local strong
stable manifold W2*(x) by

We(x) ={y € M : d(¢u(x), ¢e(y)) < € Vt > 0}
and the local strong unstable manifold W2*(x) by
W (z) ={y € M : d(¢u(z), de(y)) < eVt <0}
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One may choose (arbitrarily small) local cross sections T = {T1,...,Ty} trans-
verse to the flow on M such that every orbit hits ]_[le T, infinitely often for
both positive and negative times and with bounded times between hits. Further-
more, the elements of 7T fit together nicely under the action of the Poincaré map
IT: ]_[le T, — ]_[le T; (the Markov property):
(i) if z € int(T;) and II(z) € int(T}) then II(W2*(x) N T;) C Wee(Il(x)) N Tj;
(i) ifz € int(7;) and I~ (z) € int(7T}) then I~ (W (x)NT;) € W*(IT~ 1 (z))N
.
A C' function r : ]_[i;l T; — RT is determined by the times between hitting the
cross sections:

T(x):inf{t>0 o (x EHT}

The Poincaré map between sections gives rise to a C'! expanding map obtained
in the following way. Each local cross section T; is foliated by local stable manifolds
Si(x) = W2*(z) N'T; and contains a piece of local unstable unstable manifold U;.
After collapsing along stable manifolds, the Poincaré map II : Hle T, — ]_[f=1 T;
induces a Markov expanding map T : Hle U, — Hle U;. Furthermore, the 1/4-
pinching condition on the Riemannian metric ensures that S;(z) has C! dependence
on z and so the map 7 is C'. A desirable feature of this construction is that r is
constant on each S;(x) and so defines a C* function, which, abusing notation, we
denote by 7 : [F_, Ui — R*.

The Markov property of the map 7 enables it to be coded by a subshift of finite
type. We define a k x k matrix A by

Ali, ) = 1 if int(U;) N7 (int(U;)) # @
77710 otherwise.

We then define
S = {(2n)20 € {1, E}® ¢ Al2p, 2pi1) =1 ¥n >0}

and the (one-sided) subshift of finite type o : X% — X% by (o), = 2,41. We give
> the metric d(z,y) = 27"@¥) where n(z,y) = min{m : z,, # y,,} (with the
convention that n(x,r) = —o0o). This metric makes X7 into a compact space and
o into a continuous map.

In the above setting, the matrix A is aperiodic (i.e. there exists n > 1 such
that A™ has all its entries positive). By the Perron-Frobenius Theorem, A has a
positive eigenvalue )\, with all the other eigenvalues having strictly smaller modulus.
Furthermore, A > 1 and is related to the topological entropy h(c) of o : Ej — Ejg
by h(c) =log A. The number of periodic points of period n is given by

#Fix, (o) = trace(A") = A" + O((6pN)™),
where 0 < 6y < 1.

Given any o-invariant probability measure v on X4, we may define its entropy
he(v). This always satisfies h,(v) < h(o) and there is a unique o-invariant proba-
bility measure pg, called the measure of maximal entropy, for which h(ug) = h(o).

Lemma 4.1. Define m: X4 — ]_[f,l U; by

n
xnnO mT In

Then 7 is a well-defined Hélder surjection such that T o™ = mwoo. Furthermore,
is one-to-one on a residual set and almost everywhere with respect to every to fully
supported ergodic measures.
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In particular, the topological entropy of 7 satsfies h(7) = h(c) = logA. The
topological entropy gives the exponential growth rate of periodic points for 7. More
precisely, if we write

k
Fix, (1) = {x € HUi T = x}

i=1
then there exists 0 < #; < 1 such that
#Fix, (1) = A" + O((1\)"™).

Every periodic orbit y for ¢ : M — M corresponds to a (possibly non-unique)
periodic orbit {z,7x,...7 1z} (with 7”2 = z) for 7 : Hle U, — Hle U;. This
non-uniqueness is caused by orbits passing through the boundaries of the cross
sections. If {x,7z,...7" 'z} is unique then we define

n(y) =mn,
i.e., the period z. If there is more than one 7-orbit corresponding to = then we
choose n(y) to be equal to the smallest period of these orbits. We also have the
identity

I(y) =r"(z) :=r(x) +r(re) + -+ (" 1),

where {z,7z,...7" 1z} is any T-orbit corresponding to .

The next result shows that the overcounting described above does not cause a
problem for our analysis. It follows because the extra symbolic orbits associated to
those passing through the boundaries of the sections may be exactly accounted for
by a finite number of auxiliary subshifts of finite type, each with entropy smaller

than h(o) [5].

Lemma 4.2. There exists 0 < 05 < 1 such that

The next lemma is for technical convenience.

Lemma 4.3. The cross sections can be chosen so that T : Hle U, — ]_[f=1 U; (or,
equivalently, o : ZX — Ej) has a fized point. In particular, there will exist v € P
such that n(y) = 1.

Proof. The result follows by refining the cross sections {T;}. O
Lemma 4.4. The function n: P — Z is strongly l-comparable.

Proof. That n: P — Z is an [-comparable function follows immediately from the
fact that the function r is bounded above and below away from zero. In particular,
if n(y) = n and I(y) = r"(x) then

-1

k -1 k
(max{r(y) ty € HU1}> I(y) <u(y) < (min{r(y) Ty € HUZ}> I(7)-
i=1 i=1

That n is strongly I-comparable follows from large deviation properties for peri-
odic points of o : ¥ — X% [12], [13]. In particular, &€ = [ rdpug, where pg is the
measure of maximal entropy for o. O

Given a continuous function f : ]_[f:l U; — R, we define its pressure P(f) by

P(f) = sup {h(u) + / fdv : vis a o-invariant probability measure} .
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Pressure also satisfies the identity

1 n
= 1 - § ()
P(f) nl{r_"r_loo - log nx—xe .

Define a transfer operator L_g, : C’l(]_[f:1 U;,C) — C’l(]_[?zl U;,C) by
Low(@) = 3 e @u(y).

TY=a
If s € R then L_,, has a simple eigenvalue equal to e”’*") and the rest of the spec-
trum is contained in a disc of strictly smaller radius. Perturbation theory ensures
that this simple eigenvalue, which we still denote by e’ (") extends analytically for
s € C with |Im(s)| sufficiently small.

The following lemma gives the connection between the transfer operators and
the sum over periodic orbits.

Lemma 4.5. There exists 0 < 03 < 1 such that, for any xg € ]_[le Ui,
> W = (L, 1)(w0) (1 + Ofmax{1, |t]}ndy))
Proof. This result appears in [27]. |
A key ingedient in our analysis will be the following Dolgopyat-type result.

Lemma 4.6. [9], [31] Given € > 0, there exists C > 0 and 0 < 04 < 1 such that for
[t| > € and pllog|t|]] < n < (p+ 1)[log |t|], where p > 1,

HLn 1”00 < C/\nei[log|tu/2.

itr
5. A PRODUCT SYSTEM

In order to study pairs of closed geodesics, we shall consider a direct product
dynamical system. Let U = ]_[f:1 U; x Hle U; and define 7: U — U by

7(z,y) = (t2,7Y).

Clearly, 7 : U—Uis semi-conjugate to the subshift of finite type & : Yoy,
where ¥ = Yh x X% and 5(z,y) = (ox,0y). We shall denote the semi-conjugacy
by 7 : Y U.

The topological entropy h(7) of 7 : U—Uis equal to 2log A and its measure of
maximal entropy p satisfies & = pu X p, where p is the measure of maximal entropy
for 7 : Hle U, — Hle U;.

Following the approach in [24], we define a function R : U — R by

R(z,y) =r(z) —r(y).

From this definition, we have
(1) [ B dite.) = [ rie)dute) - [ rwduts) =0

Lemma 5.2. The function Ro 7 : Y — R is not cohomologous to the sum of a
function taking values in a discrete subgroup of R and a constant function, i.e.,
there are no continuous functions ¥ : Y 5> Rand M : S — aZ such that R =
Wog— U+ M+ c, where ¢ is a real constant.

Proof. Assume for a contradiction that R o 7 is cohomologous to such a M + ¢, as
above, then R"(x,y) —nc = r"(z) — r"(y) — nc = M™(z,y) whenever ¢"a = x and
o"y = y. By Lemma 4.3, we can find a fixed point oy = y and a corresponding
Yo € P with n(y9) = 1. Then, for any periodic point ¢z = = and corresponding
~v € P, we have I(y) —n(l(v) +¢) = r"(z) —nr(y) —nc = M™(z,y). In other words,
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r: ¥ — R is cohomologous to r(y) + ¢ + M(-,y), i.e., the sum of a constant and a
function valued in aZ. In particular, this forces r to be a locally constant function.
For such functions, the zeta function

C(—sr) = expi% Z e (@)
n=1

= zeFix,

has poles arbitrarily close to Re(s) = h(c") = h(¢). Since ((—sr)/{s(s) is non-zero
and analytic for Re(s) > h(¢) — ¢, for some € > 0, which is impossible by Lemma
3.1. This contradiction completes the proof. (I

For s € R, we may define the pressure function
P(sR) = sup {h;(u) +s / Rdv : v is a T-invariant probability measure} ,
with an analogous definition for P(s(R o 7)). In fact, it follows from the semi-
conjugacy between 7 and ¢ that P(sR) = P(s(Ro)).
Lemma 5.3. Writing p(s) = P(sR), we have p(0) = 2log A,
p’(0)=0 and p"(0)=0?>0,
where o is defined by equation (2.4).

Proof. The first statement is immediate from the definition. By a standard result,

¥'(0) = / R, y) dji(z,y) 0.

Since R o7 is not cohomologous to a constant, we have p”(0) > 0.
To obtain the formula for p”(0), consider the series

fen=143 20 Y emew,
n=1

7 (z,y)=(w,y)
This converges to an analytic function for |2| < A™2 and |s| small (depending on
z). Furthermore,

1
£(z,8) = 1= 2er® +&1(2,8),

where &1 (z, s) is analytic for |2| < A727% for some x > 0, and |s| small (depending
on z). (We do not give details but the arguments are similar to those in chapters 5
and 6 of [17].) We have

o)
=> " Y, (RMzy)?
=0 n=1 Fr(ey)=(zy)
_ zp”(O))\Q
(1= 2A2)2 +&le),
where we have used that p’(0) = 0 and where &2(2) is analytic for |z| < A~
Since (for |z| < A72)

82
@5(2’7 5)

S

2+kK

zp”(O))\2 " — 2n+2
— )\ n+2 _n+1
(1—ZA2)2 p (0)7;”’ z bl

we get

Y (Bx,y)? —p"(0)(n— A = O(NT").

7 (z,y)=(z,y)
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Hence, as #Fix, (7) is asymptotic to \?",

) (R™(z,9))* _
R =2 =p"(0).
n—-+oo #len( ) n(x yz);(x y) " ( )

Since, as n — 400,

#Fix, (1) ~ n#{y € P : n(y) = n}
and
@) =) ent > (1) - 1)
2,y E€Fixn (7) n(y)=n(y")=n
we finally obtain
" — lim 1 (l(V) — l('yl))z 2
p(0) = an-oo (#{v € P : n(y) =n})? Z -

n(y)=n(y")=n

O
Let Liig : C*(U,C) — C*(U,C) be the transfer operator defined by
LitRw(mv y) = Z eitR(m’,y’)w(x/’ y/)
‘T—(x/#y/):(m’y)
Then e?(®) = eP(R) ig a simple eigenvalue of L,z such that the rest of the

spectrum is contained in a disk of strictly smaller radius. We may extend e”’ %) to

an analytic function of s € C, provided |Im(s)| is sufficiently small, by defining e (*7)

to be the maximal simple eigenvalue of L;r guaranteed by perturbation theory [11].
The following lemma will be useful later.

Lemma 5.4. Suppose that |t| is sufficiently small that p(it), P(itr) and P(—itr)

are defined. Then p(it) is real valued and (™) = ePH)+P(=r) = Byrthermore,

(N+1)p(it)
ztr) mP(—itr) _ € N
E : e" = (PGt — 1) (ePitr) — 1) (1+0(p™))

n,m=1

for some 0 < p < 1.

Proof. For the first part we observe by the variational principle (cf. [17]) that for
s € R,
1/n
) —  lim Z pIRCE

n——+oo ~
7 (z,y)=(2,y)

1/n 1/n
e (e (5 o)

ThNE=2x ThY=Yy

_ eP(sr)+P(—s7") ]

The identity then follows by the uniqueness of the analytic extension. Furthermore,
since R"(z,y) = —R"(y, z), we have that 3 =, ,\_ (. e (@.9) is real valued and
thus so is p(it). For the second part, we can write
N . r _
Z enP(itr)emP(—itT) — e(N‘H)P(it -1 e(N+1)P( -1

eP(itr) _ 1 eP(—itr) _ 1

n,m=1

e(N+1)[P(itr)+P(—itr)]

= (eP(itr) — 1)(6P(—itr) _ 1)
(N+1)p(it)

a (eP(itr) _ 1)(6P(fitr) —1) (1+0(p™)),

(1+0(p™))




10 MARK POLLICOTT AND RICHARD SHARP

for some 0 < p < 1, as required. (]

From Lemma 5.3, we have

dp(it)
dt

d*p(it)

=0 and 72

t=0

t=0
Lemma 5.5. There exists € > 0 such that

(i) fort € (—e,€), we may write
) 2t2
e =3 (1278 o)

with the implied constant uniform on any bounded interval;

(ii) there is a smooth change of co-ordinates v = v(t) on (—e¢,€), such that
ep(it) _ )\2(1 _ ’02);

(iii) for anyt € R,

lim eNp(it/a\/N))\—2N _ e—t2/2
N—+o00

and, for sufficiently large N,

eNp(it/o\/N))\—QN < e—t2/4 eNp(it/o\/N))\—QN _ e—t2/2 < e—t2/4.

and

6. SOME ESTIMATES

Before giving the proof of Theorem 2.2, we need to prove some preliminary
asymptotic estimates. Their importance will become apparent in the next section.
Define

Sn(t) = i Y @ W),

n,m=1(rnz,rmy)=(z,y)

When analysing this function, the essential philosophy is that, for ¢ close to zero,
Sn(t) is approximated by e?(N where eP(**) is well behaved (as in Lemma 5.5),
while, for |¢| large, Sn(¢) may be bounded in terms of ||L},|| (using Lemmas 4.5
and 4.6).

Let € > 0 be the value given by Lemma 5.5.

Lemma 6.1. There exists 0 < 05 < 1 such that, for |t| <,
Sn(t) =M + 0 ((0:22)N).
Proof. The result follows from the estimate

Z ej:itr"(a:) _ enP(iitr) +0 ((9;/2>\)n) 7

Thr=2

for some 0 < 65 < 1, which may be derived from [20]. O

Lemma 6.2. There exists 0 < 0 < 1, a > 1 such that, for |t| > e,
[Sn(t)] = ONNoNt]*).

Proof. By Lemma 4.5, for any (zg, o) € U,

N
Sn(t)= D ((Lf,1)(xo)(1 + O(|t]nb5))) ((L7,1) (yo) (1 + O(Jtn5)))

n.m=1

Applying Lemma 4.6, the required estimate holds with § = max{63.0,}. O
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Let x : R — R be a C* compactly supported function. (The value of k will be
chosen later.) We define

eaV'N
) t ~ t
Al(N,Z):‘/ mezzt/U\/N{)\—2NSN (U N)X<€NJ\/N)
dz) A2 _»
MGCEERAN]

Vor - (A—=1)?

wiva=|[ e (o () 2o

/ 6izt/a\/ﬁ (f X(J})dﬂf) A2 67t2/2 dt
[t|>eavV' N (>‘ - 1)2 '

We refer the reader to [24] for the proof of the following lemma.

and

Ag(N, Z) =

Lemma 6.3. We have that

li A1(N,z)=0 d li As(N,z) =0.
VSR AN ) =0 and lig sup Ao, )

The proof of the analogous result for As(N, z) requires the estimates on transfer
operators discussed above. The following preliminary estimate will be useful.

Lemma 6.4. If x is C* and compactly supported then X(u) = O(ju|~F).

Proof. This standard result follows with integration by parts on the definition of
the Fourier transform. O

We are now in a position to bound A3(N, z). It is here that we use the condition
ex' = O(e™) for a suitably small 5 > 0.

Lemma 6.5. Provided n > 0 is sufficiently small, sup,cp A2(N,z) = 0 as N —
+o0.

Proof. Using Lemma 6.2, there exists C' > 0 such that we can bound

ot ()
€ .
X NO’ N ov N

EBN

ceNllfcllm/ /°° A< t )‘( It] >a
Ag(N, 2) < £V 1Xleo Hodt + dt.
(Vo)< = e L v [\ N ovN ) \ovN

The first term is of order O(0NefN(@+1)) This tends to zero (uniformly in 2) as
N — +oo provided we choose 3 > 0 sufficiently small that #e(@tD) < 1. For the
second term we can use Lemma 6.4 to bound the integral

/oo 5(\(GN t )’ ( || )adt _0 (ekN(k—a)/Q /OO 1 dt)
eBN oV N oV N N oon th—o
0 E]—Vk]\[(k*a)/2
e(k—1—a)N |
which will tend to zero as N — +o0, provided we take n < (8 and then take k
sufficiently large that (k — 1 — «a)/k > n/B. O

As(N, z) < CON /
[t|>eocvV/ N

In particular, for 5 > 0 we can bound
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7. PROOF OF THEOREM 2.2

In this section x : R — R will denote a smooth integrable non-negative function.
(Ultimately, x will be used to approximate the indicator function of the interval
[-1/2,1/2].) In order to obtain results for the shrinking intervals Iny(z) = [z —
en/2,z + en/2], we shall consider a sequence of rescaled functions Xﬁ), defined by

XN (@) = x(ex' (@ = 2).
Define

N
) X" (@) = 7 (y))-

nm=1(rma,rmy)=(z,y)

We can write

)?5\7) (u) = eizuéNQ(ﬁNU)
We need to consider

oV N (x Z)) B A\ [ x(z)dz o= /20°N
en AN TNV (= 1)2 ’

WheI‘e wN (Xg\?)) = ZnN,mzl Z(anﬂ—m,y):(m’y) XE\Z/') (Tn(x) - rm(y))'

Proposition 7.1.

A(N,z) =

lim sup A(N, z) = 0.

N—+00 ,cR
We begin with the following observation.

Lemma 7.2. We can write

—22/20%N _ 1 > iuz/ovV N 7u2/2d
(& = & & u.
V2T ) oo

Using Fourier inversion, we can write
0'\/> (2) 1 0'\/7 *° ~(z
eNAZN e v ) = 27 en A2V / SN(U)XSV)(U)du

1 O'\/i ZuUS
= o aN SN( )e* "X (enu)du

We can substitute ¢ = uocv N and then this becomes:

O'\/> (2) AN oo t izt oV N < t
)\QN wN( ) or /_OO SN U\/N € X | eEN O'\/N dt.

We can write
2rA(N, z) = / eizt/oVN {)\_QNS ( (e )
( ) ‘ —00 N NU\/N

B ([ x(z)dx) A2 €t2/2} ”
)

=)

)

V2r(A —1)2
In particular, we can bound

2rA(N,z) < A1(N,z) + Az(N, z) + A3(N, 2)

and thus we can complete the proof of Proposition 7.1 with the bounds in Lemma
6.3 and Lemma 6.5.
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In order to prove Theorem 2.2, we first need to replace 7/’N(X§\7)) with a sum over
(prime) closed geodesics. More precisely, we define

(Z) Z Z Z (Z) — 1y ))

n,m=1n(y)=nn(y)=m

We have the estimate

o () = En ) + O (e log N2AY72)
where
Nooq
D X W@ =)
n,m=1 (tnx,mmy)=(z,y)

and the implied constant in the big-O term is independent of z. Clearly we have
that

N5/2 N1/2

WHN(XS\?)) > )\2N¢N( (Z))~

On the other hand, for any 0 < a < 1,

N5/2 ; N5/2 N 1 :
o) =y X > We@-rmw)

nm
m=[aN]+1 (rrz,7my)=(z,y)

+ 0 (Il l0g N)* N2 A=)

N1/2 . N
= aen )\2NwN(XN)+O(||XHoo(1OgN) N2 A 1)N)

Also, by Proposition 7.1 we have that

N1/2 . A2 [ x(x)dx
lim sup Wﬂw(xgv)) = \/27{(7(/\_1)2.

N—=+oo zcR €N
Thus, we see that

N5/2 (5, N2 (=)
0<1i == -
<timsup sup (=0l - Sawon )

2
< (1_1) A [ x(z)dx .
e 2o (A — 1)2
Since we may take « arbitrarily close to 1, the above limit exists and is equal to

zero. We have shown the following.

Proposition 7.3.

lim sup

N5/2 ) )\Qfx(x)dx o—/20°N| _ .
N—+00 4R

NN PN XN = 2o (A —1)2

EN

The final step in the proof of Theorem 2.2 is to replace the smooth function y
by the indicator function x|_1,2.1/2] of the interval [~1/2,1/2]. Given ¢ > 0 we can
choose compactly supported smooth functions x - < x(—1/2,1/2) < X+ such that

/X[_l/g,l/g] (x)dx —e < /X_(x) dx < /X+(:c) dx < /X[_1/271/2] (z)dx +e.

From this we can deduce that

oN5/2 A2 2 2
— < lim inf - _ —a222/2N
Be_l\lfrgiréo 3161% (eN)\QNﬂ'(N,IN(Z)) \/ﬂ()\—l)Qe
oN5/2 A2 2 2
<l ———n(N, I - e TF2N) <
- len—lilig ilelg (GN)\2N (N, In(2)) V21 (A — 1)26 =7
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where B = A?/(o(X — 1)?). Since € > 0 can be chosen arbitrarily small, Theorem
2.2 follows.

8. PROOF OF THEOREM 2.7

In this section we explain how to derive Theorem 2.7 from the preceding analysis.
Our aim is to construct a Markov partition of the boundary associated to generators
of the group.

Let HY = {(x1,--- ,zny) € RN : 22 + ...+ 2% < 1} be the open unit ball in R
equipped with the Poincaré metric

daf + -+ da¥y
=T+ aq )P

ds® =
The boundary of this space can be naturally identified with the unit sphere SNV —1.
A Kkleinian group is a discrete group of isometries. Let I' be a co-compact Kleinian
group acting on HY which admits a fundamental polyhedron R satisfying the even
corners condition defined in the introduction. Label the faces of R by {R1,..., R}
and let g; € T' denote the unique element for which g; RN R = R;. Then S =
{91,---,9m} i a symmetric set of generators for I'. For each i = 1,...,m, R;
extends to a co-dimension one hyperbolic hyperplane, which divides HY U SN—1
into two half-spaces. Let H; denote the half-space which does not contain R and
let W; = H; "SV~1. In general, the W; will overlap; to obtain a partition we
let Y = {Uy,...,Ui} denote the sets formed by taking the closure of all possible
intersections of the W;. Then SV~1 = Ule U; and int(U;) Nint(U;) = @ whenever
15 ].

Choose an arbitrary ordering < on S. Let g € '\ {id}. If g = g, - - - g;,,_, then we
say that g;, - - - g;,_, is lexically shortest if |g|¢ = n and if, whenever g = h;, -+ - h;,_,
with hig, ..., hi,_, € S, then g;; < h;;, where j is the smallest index at which the
terms disagree. Clearly every group element is represented by a unique lexically
shortest word.

Define a map 7 : ]_[f:1 U, — Hle Ui by Tlu,(x) = a; 'z, where int(U;) =
int(W;,) N --- Nint(W;,) and where a; is the <-smallest element of {g;,,...,g; }-
If necessary, refining a finite number of times by considering intersections of sets
in U, 77YU),..., 7 "U), for some n > 1, 7 will satisfy the Markov property: if
7(int(U;)) Nint(U;) # @ then 7(U;) D U,;[2]. We shall now define a k x k matrix A
by

Al ) = {1 i 7(U3) > Uj
0 otherwise.
We define a map 7 : £ — SN¥~1 by N7 "U,,,.

We may use the Markov map 7 and the associated subshift of finite type Ejg to
repeat the analysis of the earlier sections and obtain Theorem 2.7. More precisely,
the sets in U correspond to (the stable projections of) Poincaré sections for the
geodesic flow. In particular, it then follows from the work of Dolgopyat [9] and

Stoyanov [31] that the transfer operators will satisfy the estimates in Lemmas 3.5
and 3.6.

9. PROOF OF THEOREM 1.1

In this final section we consider the modications necessary for Schottky groups.
To define these, consider the Poincaré disk model of the hyperbolic space HY. Let
Ci,...,C3p, be 2p disjoint (N —1)-dimensional spheres in RY, each meeting the unit
sphere SV¥~! perpendicularly. For i = 1,...,p, let a; be the isometry which maps
the exterior of C; onto the interior of Cp,1; (mod 2p)- Then the group I' generated
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by S = {alil, ceey afl} is called a Schottky group. Viewed as an abstract group, it
is the free group on p generators and it is easy to see that
m (#{yeP: |y <nPh/"=2p—1.
n—-+00

In the particular case of Fuchsian Schottky groups (i.e., when N = 2) the trans-
fer operator estimates required for the proof are due to Naud [15] and Petkov and
Stoyanov [19]. The basic principle is to show that there are bounds on the norm
of iterates of the transfer operator by first showing that there are bounds on the
integrals with respect to an equilibrium state. This in turn requires using an es-
timate on the non-uniform integrability of the stable and unstable laminations for
the recurrent part of the geodesic flow.

We briefly recall the argument from Lemma 3 in [19] which establishes this
estimate.

The lifts to H® = R* @ R®~! of stable and unstable manifolds (for recurrent
tangent vg) for the geodesic flow on H"/T" are orthogonal vectors to either:

(1) (n — 1)-dimensional spheres tangent to boundary OH" = {0} x R"~!; or
(2) (n — 1)-dimensional hyperplanes {t} x R*~! for ¢ > 0.

Let vg,v; € SH" be unit tangent vectors which are lifts of recurrent vectors for
the geodesic flow on the unit tangent bundle of H"/T.

Assume without loss of generality that vy converges to the point 0 € JH" in the
boundary under the geodesic flow and that the stable horocycle W*#(vg) corresponds
to a sphere of radius 1. Assume without loss of generality that v; is orthogonal to
the horocycle {t} x R"~! and that this flows vertical down to the point z € OH"
in the boundary under the geodesic flow. The stable horocycle W#(vy) corresponds
to a sphere of radius 1.

The unstable horocycle W% (v;) is (n — 1)-dimensional hyperplanes {1} x R"~1.
The unstable horocycle W*(vg) for vg is a (n—1)-dimensional sphere, and we denote
the point where it touches the boundary at y € R*~! and write R > 0 for the radius.

We denote by A(vg, v1) the distance between the horospheres W#(vg) and W# (v1).
An explicit calculation gives

A(vg,v1) = log (|92—RI|> .

The necessary estimate describes how A(vg, v1) changes as vy changes in W*(vg).
More precisely, given a direction b € R*~! in the horocycle {1} x R"~! correspond-
ing to a density point we can consider another direction a € R®~! which is not
orthogonal. There exists € > 0 and ¢ > 0 such that for [¢| < e

|A(vg,v1 +th) — A(ve, v1)| > 4t

where v; + th denotes the translation of the vector vy in W*(vp).
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