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– Although not a traditional maths book, Körner’s recent “Näıve Decision Making” quite closely

matches the syllabus of this course and is extremely readable.

– Peterson’s recent “Introduction to Decision Theory” matches the course syllabus quite closely. It is

written by a professional philosopher and has a rather di↵erent style.

– Jim Smith’s “Bayesian Decision Analysis: Principles and Practice” is excellent and was published

last year. It covers much of the material in this course and much more besides. It would be a good

investment if you plan to study further Bayesian inference/decision theory courses in later years.

– James Berger’s “Statistical Decision Theory and Bayesian Analysis” is a good reference but goes way

beyond the scope of this course.

– Dover republishes many classics, including:

– Thomas’ “Games, Theory and Applications”

– Luce and Rai↵a’s “Games and Decisions”

Assessment. A few points about the assessment of this module. There will be one 90 minute examination

in which you must answer two questions from three. These questions may not have the precisely same

form as those asked in previous years and may not follow the same division between parts of the course as

they have in previous years. A good understanding of the course will be required to do well in the exam:

please don’t mistake a course with relatively little technical mathematical content for one which requires

no e↵ort.

Always practice good exam technique. The following may seem obvious, but experience shows that the

following points are worth making:

– Show all rough work. Indicate it as such if you wish, but don’t erase it or scribble it out.

– Always explain what you are doing.

– Explain why things are true: don’t just write a sequence of equations.

– Symbolic logic is not preferable to a lucid explanation.

– If asked to prove or show something then do it rigorously.

– Don’t write text in pencil. If you wish to draw diagrams in pencil then make sure they are clear.

Calculators are permitted (and may be needed) in the examination. Any calculator used must comply

with the statistics departments’ standing rule on calculators, reproduced here from the 2012/13 MORSE

handbook:

Concerning the use of calculators in examinations the Department of Statistics follows

the University rule which states that except for the display of error or function

messages, calculators with non-numeric displays are not allowed. In other words

prohibited calculators are those which can accept alphabetical data. Note that this

includes most graphical calculators of the type acceptable in GCSE and A-level

examinations. It is your responsibility to ensure that your calculator fulfils the

Universitys criterion and that your calculator is not of the prohibited type. Otherwise

you may find yourself denied the use of your calculator and be involved in disciplinary

proceedings.

Suggested suitable calculators for incoming students which are in line with

recommendations from the Computer Science Department are Casio fx 82, fx83 or fx85. All

of these are available from SU and from well known retailers. They are also reasonably

priced.

Books covering the normative parts of this module

Book list relating to the descriptional part of this module see link on 
module resource page (right hand side)

More books on normative theory, beyond the scope of this module
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