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Collaboration to Improve English 
Teaching in Difficult Circumstances 







‘Difficult circumstances’ 

•  low-resource classrooms 
• with large class sizes  
•  in developing country contexts 
 
• These are normal circumstances for many 

(the majority of) English teachers around 
the world 









HOW MANY STUDENTS DO YOU TEACH 
IN A TYPICAL CLASS? 

A.  Less than 35? 
B.  From 35 to 60 
C.  Over 60? 

Please write ‘A’, ‘B’ or ‘C’ in the chat 
window 



I. SHARING SUCCESS STORIES 

• An Enhancement,  Approach - 
not starting with ‘what  is 
wrong’ 

 
• As an encouraging basis for 

teacher development 
  
• Bottom-up,  context-

appropriate 
 
 

 



Sharing success: ‘Making English 
lessons meaningful’  



SHARING YOUR SUCCESS STORIES 

• What has worked well in your 
classroom? 
• Who could you share this with? 

• Self-help group 
• Training situation 
 















II. TURNING PROBLEMS INTO QUESTIONS – 
AND GETTING ANSWERS 



TURNING PROBLEMS INTO QUESTIONS 

I have too much homework to mark.  
It is impossible to give  effective 

feedback to everyone. 
 

How can I provide feedback to 
students? What are the different 

forms of feedback I can use? 

Not all students participate due 
to being in a large class. 

 
How can I design activities so 

all students participate? 



OTHER PROBLEMS – AND QUESTIONS 

• What problems do you face in large 
classes? 
• What questions are in your mind? 
 



SHARING QUESTIONS WITH 
COLLEAGUES 



SHARING QUESTIONS WITH 
COLLEAGUES – AND GETTING ANSWERS 



REPORTING ON COLLEAGUES’ IDEAS 







WHERE TO SHARE, HOW TO COLLABORATE FURTHER 

Teachers Research! Facebook 
group 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/
teachersresearch/ 

 

http://telcnet.weebly.com/  



OVER TO YOU! 



OVER TO YOU! 

 

http://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/low-resource-classrooms 


