Collaboration to Improve English

Teaching in Difficult Circumstances

Dr Richard Smith, University of Warwick, UK
Dr Amol Padwad, All-India Network of English Teachers
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‘Difficult circumstances’

low-resource classrooms
with large class sizes
in developing country contexts

These are normal circumstances for many
(the majority of) English teachers around

the world
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HOW MANY STUDENTS DO YOU TEACH
IN A TYPICAL CLASS?

A. Less than 35?
B. From 35 to 60
C. Over 60!

Please write ‘A’,'B’ or ‘C’ in the chat
window



l. SHARING SUCCESS STORIES

An Enhancement, Approach -
not starting with ‘what is

wrong’

As an encouraging basis for
teacher development

Bottom-up, context-

appropriate




Sharing success: ‘Making English
lessons meaningful’




SHARING YOUR SUCCESS STORIES

What has worked well in your
classroom!?

Who could you share this with!?

Self-help group

Training situation
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Teacher development

Low-resource
classrooms

Throughout the world English is often taught
in ‘low-resource’ classrooms, but there are
few training materials which are derived
from and which reflect this reality. The
materials presented here are intended to
help fill this gap.

» Overview

Primary success stories

Primary success stories

Getting primary students

interested in learning

English

A primary school teacher
shares her story of how she
has generated interest in 2
i English with a large group of - . , '
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II. TURNING PROBLEMS INTO QUESTIONS —

AND GETTING ANSWERS
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TURNING PROBLEMS INTO QUESTIONS

| have too much homework to mark.
It is impossible to give effective
feedback to everyone.

Not all students participate due
to being in a large class.

How can | design activities so

How can | provide feedback to .
all students participate?

students?! What are the different
forms of feedback | can use?



OTHER PROBLEMS — AND QUESTIONS

What problems do you face in large
classes!?

What questions are in your mind!?




SHARING QUESTIONS WITH
COLLEAGUES
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SHARING QUESTIONS WITH
COLLEAGUES — AND GETTING ANSWERS
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REPORTING ON COLLEAGUES’ IDEAS
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Managing
Managing

How to manage the

correction of writing in
large classes
Working in low-resource

contexts in classrooms of
200+ students, two teachers
share other teachers’ ideas
Groups of teachers from Bangladesh, India, Nepal and about how to manage the...
Pakistan look at different aspects of classroom

management in large classes. X
Managing

— How to handle multiple

classes in one room

Working in low-resource
contexts where multiple
classes are taught in a single
room and sometimes by one
teacher, teachers research
and...

Materials and methodology

Materials and methodology

How to create resources

from nothing

Working in low-resource
contexts, teachers research
and share how to create
resources from nothing.

Groups of teachers from Bangladesh, India, Nepal and Materials and methodology

Pakistan look at different aspects of materials and
methodology in low-resource contexts.

How to encourage

students to speak out

Working in contexts where

students are reluctant to

speak out and afraid of

making mistakes, teachers v
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WHERE TO SHARE, HOW TO COLLABORATE FURTHER

TELC (Teaching English in Large Classes) Network

HOME WHO WE ARE PRESENTATIONS PUBLICATIONS PARTICIPATE CONTACT US QUESTIONNAIRE

Teachers Research! Facebook
group

https://www.facebook.com/groups/
teachersresearch/

(f]=)
TELC Home

Network rationale
Large class size is a challenge faced by many teachers and learners around the world and is a particular issue in

many 'developing' countries where teacher recruitment has not kept pace with rapid increases in school
enrolments. Investigations of large class size and other challenges involved in teaching in 'difficult
circumstances' constitute the focus of our concern as a research network.

http://telcnet.weebly.com/




OVER TO YOU!




OVER TO YOU!
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Throughout the world English is often taught
in ‘low-resource’ classrooms, but there are
few training materials which are derived
from and which reflect this reality. The
materials presented here are intended to
help fill this gap.

Primary success stories » Overview

Getting primary students
interested in learning
English

A primary school teacher
shares her story of how she

has generated interest in
English with a large group of
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