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Large class size is a challenge faced by many teachers and learners around the world and is a 

particular issue in many developing countries where teacher recruitment has not kept pace 

with rapid increases in school enrolments. 

 

Aims 

The TELC research project/network (set up on the initiative of Dr Fauzia Shamim and Dr 

Richard Smith in 2008) has the following major aims: 

 To share and disseminate good practice relating to teaching in large classes / 
teaching in otherwise 'under-resourced' or 'difficult' circumstances 

 To theorize from such practice with a view to identifying common principles 

 To promote further exploratory practice and research in such circumstances 

 

Activities 

Initial activities involve: 

 Providing links to relevant sources of information and other resources (see below for 
some links) 

 Building up a comprehensive bibliography of recent work in the field 

 Encouraging and providing a portal for dissemination of research by staff and students in 
participating universities and teachers/researchers elsewhere, including research carried 
out in existing country-wide networks 

 Encouraging further research initiatives in the area of large class studies 

 

Coordinators and committee 

The joint coordinators of this research project/network are Dr Fauzia Shamim (Taibah 

University, Saudi Arabia) and Dr Richard Smith (University of Warwick, UK), with a 

committee comprising Harry Kuchah (Ministry of Basic Education, Cameroon), Dr Rama 

Mathew (University of Delhi, India), Dr. Nigussie Negash (Ethiopia), Prem Phyak (Tribhuvan 

University, Nepal), Shelagh Rixon (University of Warwick, UK), Zakia Sarwar (SPELT, Pakistan) 

and Dr Wang Qiang (Beijing Normal University, China), advised by Hywel Coleman (formerly 

University of Leeds). 

http://www.warwick.ac.uk/go/telc


 

Funding 

We are currently seeking funding for ongoing and intended research and practical work with 

teachers, and for further development of this international network 

 

Participation 

We welcome news, views and expressions of interest from researchers (including teacher-

researchers) who would like to participate in the project/network. 

In October 2009 we set up a discussion group on the British Council's Teaching English 

website, at:http://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/group/telc 

If you would like to join the group, please contact Fauzia Shamim or Richard Smith (email 

addresses under 'Contacts' below), telling them your TeachingEnglish website ID (you have 

to join this website first, before we can join you to the group). 
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