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My research around teacher and student identity is a reaction to how ELT very often downplays 

and silences non-native teachers’ and students’ identities. Against deficit perspectives (still too 

dependent on native-speaker models), I help English student-teachers (STs) in Spain identify their 

own funds of identity (Esteban-Guitart, 2016) and treat the latter as potential pedagogical assets 

that can lead to interesting curricular proposals for the English classroom. Teacher identity texts or 

videos (Cummins & Early, 2011) have been very useful in this regard, and a powerful tool for 

professional development. Another interesting line of research has been to analyze whether these 

curricular proposals, in turn, also respected and built on English learners’ identities and cultures by 

allowing them to channel their social identities in the English classroom, either by encouraging 

them to make identity videos or by embracing any other multimodal form.   
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