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YOUR LETTERS

Stalybridge
remembers

Stalybridge Remembrance

All united together, what passion
Stalybridge people have shown to
turn out for Remembrance Sunday.

The day was bright and the sun
shone down on our heroes.

| walked with the other proud
members of the possession;
Scouts, Girl Guides, local schools,
bandsmen and women, councillors
and local organisations - all turned
out to show respect for the heroism
of our fallen and surviving forces
who gave their bravery so valiantly
to protect our freedom today.

There were several thousand
people around the town centre
and at the War Memorial on Trinity
Street.

It was so good to see young
boys and girls, some as young as
five-years-old laying wreaths to
show the collective respect of their
groups.

As the band played and hymns
were sung the sad and sombre
tone was uplifted by the presence
of so many young people, all
gathered in respect and remem-
brance.

Stalybridge has a great historical
heritage being a Victorian Mar-
ket town noted for its prestigious
cotton mills.

| also learnt on Remembrance
Sunday that Stalybridge is unique
insofar as it is the only town in
the UK which has a war memorial
which is separated by a road run-
ning through the centre of it!

There are the names of 754
men who fought in the First and
Second World Wars inscribed on
the memorial.

Hopefully by Armistice Day 2018
there will be a further 300 names
from the First World War added to

the memorial.

Stalybridge Town Team work
closely with Stalybridge Town
Council and we have many new
ideas for 2018 to move our town
forward.

We always need support from
the local community to help our
town to prosper. X

| am so privileged to have been
part of the memorial service and
would like to say thank you to the
British Legion for their continued
support and organisation of the
Remembrance event and many
thanks to West Hill School for their
marshalling skills and to Staly-
bridge Old Band.

‘We will remember’

And today in Stalybridge you
have.

Proud Chair of
Stalybridge Town Team,
HARRISON.

Rethinmlz
car tax

What a brilliant idea from this gov-
ernment to stop issuing a tax disc
for vehicles and to save around
£10m in doing so.

But latest figures from the DVLA

are showing a £412m reduction in
revenue for the first year.

A small amount of this loss can
attributed to a different payment
system that collected our vehicle
tax over a longer period.

However, the rest of it is down
to a fact that people are not taxing
their vehicles.

The number of untaxed vehicles
on our streets has trebled in the
last year.

| can't imagine that the people
who thought of this scheme did not
sit down and consider this would
happen.

The savings made are so small

compared to the loss of revenue
that it's time to rethink this scheme.

| must admit taxing cars is now
so simple due to the new technolo-
gy via the internet.

There's no more gathering docu-
ments and taking them to the local
post office, that's now almost gone
for lots of people.

Councillors will tell you we get
lots of calls about vehicles being
left on streets for long periods of
time as if abandoned.

A lot of the time we get told it's
an untaxed vehicle and we assume
they have been onto some web
site to check it out.

I'm not sure if that same website
allows you to report these vehicles,
but that would be a good idea to
get them removed and the owners
made to pay up.

| can recall doing some speed
checks with our local police in
Dukinfield.

Two of the drivers stopped for
excessive speeding did not have
any insurance or tax.

Their cars were seized on the
day and maybe more of these
campaigns would help not just in
collecting revenue, but reducing
the excessive speeds of some
drivers.

New technologies with cameras
is another quick win in identify-
ing vehicles that are not taxed or
insured and in my opinion the gov-
ermnment have got to involve local
councils working with the police to
carry out more enforcement.

CLLR JOHN TAYLOR,
Jubilee Avenue,
Dukinfield.

There is a
third way

| wonder if the people who have
been clamouring for a bypass and
spur road have thought enough
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about it. % 2

The spur road will be a wonderful
thing - it will allow all the heavy
lorries struggling with Woodhead
to reroute through Glossop to the
Snake and Sheffield that way. Oh
Goody!

These last few days we in
Glossop have seen what having
Woodhead closed for repair has
done to our traffic.

Do they really think that a stretch
of road from Mottram Moor to
Brookfield will improve that, or will
it just move the jams along?

What we really need to help
Glossop is a third lane on Woolley
Lane so we could have two lanes
out in a morning and two lanes in

at evening rush hours.

It works in Manchester on many
roads there. The third lane could
go from where the old Spread
Eagle pub left hand side of bridge)
is, on a new single span across
the river to join a new widened
carriageway. Glossop traffic would
use that as a way out while Had-
field traffic used the present lane.

On way back in Hadfield traffic
could use the present lane and
Glossop traffic the middle (present)
lane. :

It would be a great deal cheaper
and less disruptive.

Of course, the ideal solution
would be a weight limit on Wood-
head to exclude lorries not deliv-
ering here and a stop to the frantic
building on every blade of grass.

PAT ELLISON-REED,
Glossop Road
Gamesley.

The right
to a vote

So M Burdekin (last week's letters)
thinks it would be OK for the gov-
ernment to tinker with the voting
age and only allow people aged
between 24 to 80 the hard fought
right to vote.

What would the next step be if

this ludicrous idea came to pass?
Reduce the upper voting limit

to 707 Then the government in
question wouldn't have to worry too
much about the grey vote.

Perhaps they could allow just
one vote per household? Or home
owners only? Or women over the
age of 307

Ban the morbidly obese, or
smokers or drug addicts! Better
still, ban the vote all together and
then the Tories can run the country
how they know best with rule by
the rich for the rich.

| think M Burdekin must be a little
bit worried about what happens at
the next general election.

If Corbyn can keep the momen-
tum going and inspire the younger
generations into voting then we
may flush away this awful, inept
and uncaring government and end
this home made austerity once and
for all.

PAUL SMITH,
Hadfield.

Lighting up
Christmas

The Christmas atmosphere on
Denton Civic Square on Saturday
night was tremendous!

Mums and Dads, girls and boys,
grans and grandads had a ball.

Special thanks go to Deputy
Mayor of Tameside, Clir Andy
Kinsey for coming along and
helping the big man in red turn the
Denton Christmas lights on.

A very big thank you to the trad-
ers that came along for festive fun,
for the fair ground men, and also
a big thank you to, Fab Fun Kids -
Karting.

In their first year with us they
very kindly donated two prizes of
a go-karting day, with lunch, to

our two first placed winners of the
Denton Got Talent contest, plus a
cash prize.

Well done to Alice and Sophie for
your great singing.

It was a brilliant community event
that took all year to plan with very
little budget.

Team Denton worked well.

Wishing you all a merry Christ-
mas, and see you next year.

CLLR DENISE WARD,
Denton North East.

Positive
thinking

Every day on average we have
about 50,000 thoughts and the way
we think is decisive on whether we
achieve contentment in our lives.

No emotions can be felt in our
lives without us thinking, yet we get
no training on how we should think.

If we constantly think about neg-
ative things, then depression will
be the resuit.

People often delude themselves
that they will be happy when a
future event happens.

If | fall in love and get married
that will solve everything.

Then they will say they will be
happy when they have children.
Then it is when their children grow
up.
However, it is important to be
happy in the current time and not
on condition of a future event.

Often the simple way of stopping
depression is to replace the nega-
tive thoughts with more optimistic
and positive ones.

When we wake up in the mom-
ing we do have a choice. Surely
it is wrong to constantly think you
select the negative thoughts.

We were not born with negative
thoughts, but we acquired them
possibly through our parents or
other mentors.

The great news is that we can
change the way we think and we
can all learn to be more positive

It will take discipline and effort,
but the rewards are incredible.

Shakespeare was surely right
when he said :- “Nothing either
good or bad, but thinking makes it
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