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Introduction

Question

How does exposure to conflict in childhood affect later-life political
attitudes and behaviors?

Motivation

Political knowledge, engagement, and attitudes matter. It is impor-
tant, then, to understand how Africans political views are formed, and
what pressures influence their political participation.

Studies of conflict-exposed children have, with a few exceptions, fo-
cused on health and education, and have neglected politics. Does
conflict breed distrust, factionalism, and disengagement? Does vio-
lence beget violence?
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In this lecture

I discuss the methods used to answer questions like this.

I show that the economic consequences of conflict are not so pre-
dictable.

I summarize recent papers that have linked individual conflict exposure
to attitudes and political outcomes.

I discuss a recent paper in which Achyuta Adhvaryu and I attempt to
generalize these results to the whole of sub-Saharan Africa.
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Long-lasting effects on trade

Source: Glick and Taylor (2011) RESTAT
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Terrorism in Spain

Source: Abadie and Gardeazabal (2003) AER
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Crime victimization and political participation

Source: Bateson (2012) APSR

22 / 39



Introduction
How do we find an answer?

Why is this a question worth asking?
What have others found outside of Africa?

What have others found in Africa?
What did we find and why?

Violence and attitudes
Violence and political outcomes

War and conservatism

Source: Kim and Lee (2012) Unpublished
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Source: Rockmore (2012) Unpublished
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War and preferences in Burundi

Source: Voors et al (2012) AER
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War and trust in Uganda

Source: Rohner et al (2013) JEG
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Persistence of conflict

Source: Besley and Reynal-Querol (2009) R&R APSR
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From violence to voting

Source: Blattman (2009) APSR
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Violence and collective action

Source: Bellows and Miguel (2009) JPubE
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Source: Adhvaryu and Fenske (2013) Unpublished
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Data
Main Result
Explanations

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) (10)

Voting
Collective 

action
Contact

Refusal of 

bribes
Interest Deference Democracy Equality Rule of law Trust

Mean Effects:

0.00611 -0.0126 -0.000315 0.0236* 0.0143 0.0498*** 0.00991 0.00892 0.00261 0.0138

(0.0109) (0.0117) (0.0134) (0.0128) (0.0131) (0.0138) (0.0143) (0.0139) (0.0150) (0.0171)

N 17,780 16,950 16,621 17,372 14,287 14,914 12,470 16,638 15,573 7,847

-0.0155 0.0332 0.0207 0.0372 0.0236 0.0283 -0.0133 0.0109 0.0223 -0.00406

(0.0177) (0.0254) (0.0259) (0.0238) (0.0216) (0.0218) (0.0238) (0.0241) (0.0232) (0.0236)

N 11,933 11,371 11,095 11,667 9,600 9,940 8,406 11,127 10,436 5,111

-0.00297 0.0323 0.0289 0.0149 0.0130 0.0492** -0.0368* 0.0103 0.0211 -0.0272

(0.0155) (0.0244) (0.0272) (0.0240) (0.0205) (0.0228) (0.0211) (0.0261) (0.0255) (0.0254)

N 11,933 11,371 11,095 11,667 9,600 9,940 8,406 11,127 10,436 5,111

-0.0576*** -0.0116 0.0378 -0.000932 -0.0261 0.0275 0.0126 0.00917 0.00258 -0.0494*

(0.0206) (0.0222) (0.0240) (0.0216) (0.0221) (0.0230) (0.0254) (0.0211) (0.0220) (0.0261)

N 17,780 16,950 16,621 17,372 14,287 14,914 12,470 16,638 15,573 7,847

-0.00852*** -0.00501* -0.00326 0.00779*** 0.00110 0.00617** -0.000354 0.000590 0.00142 -0.00440

(0.00260) (0.00266) (0.00282) (0.00292) (0.00266) (0.00307) (0.00296) (0.00281) (0.00304) (0.00344)

N 17,780 16,950 16,621 17,372 14,287 14,914 12,470 16,638 15,573 7,847

-0.055 -0.018 -0.026 0.042 0.062* 0.077** -0.056 -0.024 0.090** 0.118***

(0.041) (0.043) (0.039) (0.048) (0.034) (0.039) (0.043) (0.041) (0.046) (0.035)

First stage F-stat 103.59 102.21 104.71 101.84 101.18 105.73 89.06 110.36 104.71 109.28

N 14,094 13,484 13,352 13,777 11,910 12,008 9,938 13,384 12,455 6,227

Factors:

0.006 0.002 -0.002 0.022* -0.005 0.017 0.009 -0.013 0.012 0.018

(0.011) (0.011) (0.013) (0.013) (0.011) (0.017) (0.013) (0.013) (0.014) (0.018)

N 17,780 16,950 16,621 17,372 14,287 14,914 12,470 16,638 15,573 7,847

Battle Deaths

(0-14)

Table 2. Main Results: Effects of Early-life Conflict Exposure on Political Attitudes and Behaviors

Notes: ***Significant at 1%, **Significant at 5%, *Significant at 10%. Each cell represents a regression of a political attitude/behavior (column headers) on a conflict 

measure (row headers). All regressions include dummies for region of residence, year of birth, female, responses to "current living standards",  level of education,  

occupation, and urban. The share of the respondent's ethnicity in the district population is also used as a control. Standardized coefficients are reported.

Battle Deaths

(0-14)

Battle Deaths

(0-14) per 1000

Battle Deaths

(0-14) per area

Exposure dummy

(0-14)

Years of exposure

(0-14)

IV Battle Deaths

(0-14)
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Data
Main Result
Explanations

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) (10)

Voting
Collective 

action
Contact

Refusal of 

bribes
Interest Deference Democracy Equality Rule of law Trust

Time Since Exposure:

-0.021 0.003 0.012 -0.030* 0.034** -0.010 -0.019 -0.031* 0.021 0.011

(0.015) (0.014) (0.016) (0.017) (0.015) (0.018) (0.016) (0.017) (0.017) (0.020)

0.032 -0.017 -0.015 0.061*** -0.028 0.062** 0.034 0.047* -0.023 0.000

(0.024) (0.021) (0.023) (0.023) (0.023) (0.027) (0.026) (0.024) (0.026) (0.031)

N 17,780 16,950 16,621 17,372 14,287 14,914 12,470 16,638 15,573 7,847

Minority Status:

-0.000 0.012 -0.013 -0.021** 0.002 -0.010 -0.020* -0.020** -0.017 0.012

(0.008) (0.008) (0.009) (0.009) (0.009) (0.011) (0.010) (0.010) (0.011) (0.012)

0.006 -0.014 -0.001 0.026** 0.015 0.049*** 0.011 0.007 0.004 0.015

(0.011) (0.012) (0.013) (0.013) (0.013) (0.014) (0.014) (0.014) (0.015) (0.017)

N 17,780 16,950 16,621 17,372 14,287 14,914 12,470 16,638 15,573 7,847

Gender:

0.021 0.038** 0.001 -0.014 -0.024* -0.034** -0.005 -0.034** 0.010 -0.016

(0.014) (0.015) (0.015) (0.014) (0.014) (0.017) (0.018) (0.016) (0.016) (0.018)

-0.005 -0.032** -0.001 0.031** 0.027* 0.067*** 0.012 0.026 -0.002 0.021

(0.014) (0.014) (0.016) (0.014) (0.015) (0.016) (0.015) (0.016) (0.018) (0.019)

N 17,780 16,950 16,621 17,372 14,287 14,914 12,470 16,638 15,573 7,847

Notes: ***Significant at 1%, **Significant at 5%, *Significant at 10%. Each column by pair of rows above represents a regression of a political attitude/behavior (column 

headers) on battle deaths interacted with either age, ethnic share in district, or a female dummy (see row headers). All regressions include dummies for region of 

residence, year of birth, female, responses to "current living standards",  level of education,  occupation, and urban. The share of the respondent's ethnicity in the district 

population is also used as a control. Standardized coefficients are reported.

Battle Deaths

(0-14)

Battle Deaths

(0-14) x Ethnic 

Share in District

Table 3. Heterogeneous Effects of Early-life Conflict Exposure by Time Since Exposure, Minority Status, and Gender

Battle Deaths

(0-14) x Age

Battle Deaths

(0-14)

Battle Deaths

(0-14)

Battle Deaths

(0-14) x Female
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Data
Main Result
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(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) (10)

Voting
Collective 

action
Contact

Refusal of 

bribes
Interest Deference Democracy Equality Rule of law Trust

0.261 -0.196 -0.595 0.0405 -0.123 0.571* 0.543 0.320 0.104 -0.229

(0.300) (0.345) (0.363) (0.348) (0.282) (0.335) (0.366) (0.317) (0.352) (0.548)

-0.0546*** -0.0190 -0.00628 0.0266 -0.0139 -0.00530 -0.0400** -0.0202 0.0114 0.00394

(0.0160) (0.0155) (0.0152) (0.0164) (0.0151) (0.0180) (0.0185) (0.0168) (0.0165) (0.0166)

0.0458* 0.0194 0.0201 -0.0122 0.0493** 0.0307 -0.0553* 0.0150 0.0360 0.0776***

(0.0265) (0.0270) (0.0246) (0.0301) (0.0237) (0.0273) (0.0298) (0.0289) (0.0297) (0.0280)

0.0514*** 0.0422** 0.0766*** -0.0649*** 0.0587*** -0.00936 0.0134 0.0320 -0.00992 -0.0511

(0.0186) (0.0209) (0.0199) (0.0208) (0.0195) (0.0226) (0.0229) (0.0220) (0.0227) (0.0356)

N 14,182 13,567 13,438 13,864 11,988 12,076 10,007 13,467 12,530 6,227

Notes: ***Significant at 1%, **Significant at 5%, *Significant at 10%. Each column above represents a regression of a political attitude/behavior (column headers) on a 

conflict measure (row headers). All regressions include dummies for region of residence, year of birth, female, responses to "current living standards",  level of education,  

occupation, and urban. The share of the respondent's ethnicity in the district population is also used as a control. Standardized coefficients are reported.

Civil Conflict

Table 4. Heterogeneous Effects of Early-life Conflict Exposure by Conflict Type

War of Independence

International Conflict

Ethnic Conflict
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Data
Main Result
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(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) (10)

Voting
Collective 

action
Contact

Refusal of 

bribes
Interest Deference Democracy Equality Rule of law Trust

-0.0216** -0.0237** -0.0199* -0.00900 0.0229** 0.0138 -0.0133 0.00551 0.0295*** -0.00619

(0.00976) (0.0103) (0.0104) (0.0118) (0.00965) (0.0111) (0.0114) (0.0101) (0.0108) (0.0119)

0.0239 0.0338* 0.0688*** -0.0511*** 0.0431** -0.0176 0.0105 0.0221 -0.0156 -0.0819***

(0.0175) (0.0190) (0.0191) (0.0191) (0.0182) (0.0215) (0.0209) (0.0213) (0.0212) (0.0291)

0.0350*** -0.00459 0.0236** -0.0233* 0.0121 0.00868 -0.00648 0.00599 -0.00139 0.0187

(0.0117) (0.0122) (0.0108) (0.0119) (0.0107) (0.0131) (0.0138) (0.0116) (0.0123) (0.0141)

N 14,182 13,567 13,438 13,864 11,988 12,076 10,007 13,467 12,530 6,227

Notes: ***Significant at 1%, **Significant at 5%, *Significant at 10%. Each column by pair of rows above represents a regression of a political attitude/behavior (column 

headers) on battle deaths interacted with either age, ethnic share in district, or a female dummy (see row headers). All regressions include dummies for region of 

residence, year of birth, female, responses to "current living standards",  level of education,  occupation, and urban. The share of the respondent's ethnicity in the district 

population is also used as a control. Standardized coefficients are reported.

Ethnic War

(0-14) x Ethnic Share in 

District

Ethnic Share in District

Table 5. Heterogeneous Effects of Ethnic Conflict Exposure by Ethnic Share in District

Ethnic War
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Author(s) Paper Outcome of Interest
RHS Variable of 

Interest

Coefficient of 

Interest

SD(LHS 

variable)

SD(RHS 

variable)

Standardized 

Coefficient

Member of at least one 

group (women)

(Table 2)

-0.04 0.5 0.44 -0.035

Member of at least one 

group (men) (Table 2)
0.01 0.5 0.5 0.010

Bellows, John and 

Edward Miguel

War and Local Collective Action in 

Sierra Leone

Did you attend any 

community meetings in the 

past year? (Table 3)

Conflict Victimization 

Index
0.0775 0.49 0.34 0.054

Blattman, 

Christopher

From Violence to Voting: War and 

Political Participation in Uganda
Voted in 2005 (Table 5) Violent acts witnessed 0.04 0.5 1.7 0.136

Blattman, 

Christopher and 

Jeannie Annan

The Consequences of Child 

Soldiering

Index of psychological 

distress (Table 7)

Index of violence 

experienced
0.15 2.4 3.1 0.194

De Luca, Giacomo 

and Marijke 

Verpoorten

From vice to virtue? Civil war and 

social capital in Uganda

Generalized Trust

(Table 5)
Battle days -0.005 0.37 45.94 -0.621

Miguel, Edward, 

Sebastian Saiegh, 

and Shankar 

Satyanath

Civil War Exposure and Violence Yellow cards (Table 2)
Years of civil war 

(country level)
0.0076 2.73 4.74 0.013

Rohner, Dominic, 

Mathias Thoenig, 

and Fabrizio Zilibotti

Seeds of Distrust: Conflict in 

Uganda

Generalized Trust

(Table 1)
All fighting -0.00206 0.466 45.96 -0.203

Notes: This review is limited to studies that estimate the association between conflict exposure and beliefs, attitudes, or behaviors related to politics. Studies estimating 

associations between war exposure and other outcomes are omitted, as are studies focusing on other determinants of political beliefs, attitudes, or behaviors. Studies 

in which standard deviations of the LHS or RHS variables of interest are not reported, and for which we could not obtain these numbers from the authors, are also 

omitted.

Abduction as a child 

soldier

Civil War, Reintegration, and 

Gender in Northern Uganda

Annan, Jeannie, 

Christopher 

Blattman, Dyan 

Mazurana and 

Khristopher Carlson

Table 6. Results in the literature
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