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1. All shared agency involves shared 
intention. 

 
2. Shared intention requires 

sophisticated mindreading. 
 
Therefore: 

 
3. Shared agency could play no 
significant role in explaining how 

sophisticated forms of mindreading 
emerge. 



challenge 
Explain the emergence, in evolution or 
development, of sophisticated forms of 
mindreading. 

conjecture 
The existence of abilities to engage in joint 
action partially explains how sophisticated 
forms of mindreading emerge in evolution or 

development (or both) 

2nd objection 
Joint action presupposes sophisticated 
mindreading 
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tidying up the toys together  
(Behne et al 2005) 

cooperatively pulling 
handles in sequence to 
make a dog-puppet sing  

(Brownell et al 2006) 

bouncing a ball on a large 
trampoline together  

(Tomasello & Carpenter 2007) 

pretending to row a boat 
together 

painting a house together  
(Bratman 1992) 

lifting a heavy sofa together  
(Velleman 1997) 

preparing a hollandaise 
sauce together  

(Searle 1990) 

going to Chicago together  
(Kutz 2000) 

walking together  
(Gilbert 1990) 


